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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

September 3, 1992

Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr. presiding.

Thursday, September 3, 1992

Bert Jones 
Perry Gisclair .
Tee John Mialjevich 
Warren Pol 
Jeff Schneider 
Pete Vujnovich

Secretary Joe L. Herring was also present.

Chairman Jenkins called for a motion for approval of the 
August 6, 1992, Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made 
by Commissioner Vujnovich and seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. 
The motion passed unanimously.

The Election of Vice-Chairman was next discussed. The 
nomination of Commissioner Jones was made by Commissioner Schneider 
and seconded by Commissioner Vujnovich. Commissioner Pol moved 
that the nominations be closed with a second by Commissioner 
Schneider. Commissioner Jones was approved unanimously as Vice- 
Chairman for the Commission.

Mr. Robert Helm presented the Declaration of Emergency for the 
1992-93 Waterfowl Hunting Seasons. Mr. Helm reminded the 
Commission of the action taken at the August Commission Meeting and 
further stated that action on a Declaration of Emergency should be 
taken. Mr. Helm then read the proposed season dates and the 
"Therefore Be It Resolved" portion of a Resolution. Correspondence 
had been received by the Department concerning the proposed dates, 
particularly in the East Zone. The majority of the complaints 
dealt with the lack of hunting on Thanksgiving weekend and 
preferred an earlier season. Chairman Jenkins asked for comments 
from the Commission and audience and received none. He further 
requested a motion on the Resolution and Commissioner Pol made a 
motion to accept the Resolution and was seconded by Commissioner 
Vujnovich. The motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the 
Declaration of Emergency and 
Resolution is made a part of the 
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY



Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provision of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of 
R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopt 
the following Emergency Rule.

The hunting seasons for ducks, coots and geese during the 
1992-93 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS

DUCKS AND COOTS: (CLOSED SEASON ON CANVASBACK)

West Zone: (30 days) November 21 - December 5, and December
26 - January 9.

East Zone: (30 days) November 21 - November 27, and December
26 - January 17.

Catahoula Lake Zone: (30 days) November 21 - December 20

Daily Bag Limits: The daily bag limit on ducks is 3 and may
include no more than 2 mallards (no more than 1 of which 
may be a female), 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail 
and 1 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers: The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1
of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are 
in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit: The possession limit on ducks, coots and
mergansers is twice the daily bag limit.

Geese: Statewide Season

November 21 - December 12, December 19 - February 4, and 
February 5 - February 14. Daily bag limit is 7 in the 
aggregate of blue, snow and white-fronted geese of which not 
more than 2 may be white-fronted (specklebellies). During the 
last 10 days (February 5 - February 14), only blue and snow 
geese may be taken. During the EXPERIMENTAL Canada Goose 
Season (January 20 - January 28) , the daily bag limit for 
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 
1 can be a Canada goose. Possession limit is twice the daily 
bag limit.

Experimental Canada Goose Season: January 20 - January 28

2



An Experimental Canada Goose Season will be open in a portion 
of southwest Louisiana. The area shall be described as 
follows:

Easterly from the Texas line along Highway 12 to Ragley; 
then easterly along U.S. 190 from Ragley to its junction 
with 1-49 near Opelousas; then south along 1-49 to its 
junction with Highway 167 near Lafayette; then south 
along Highway 167 from Lafayette to its junction with 
Highway 82 at Abbeville? then south and west along 
Highway 82 to the Intracoastal Waterway at Forked Island? 
then westerly along the Intracoastal Waterway from Forked 
Island to the junction of the Intracoastal Waterway and 
the Calcasieu Ship Channel? then south along the west 
side of the Calcasieu Ship Channel to Highway 82 at 
Cameron? then westerly along Highway 82 to the Texas 
line. All lands lying within these boundaries shall be 
open for the experimental Canada goose season except all 
open waters of Lake Arthur and the Mermentau River from 
the Highway 14 bridge southward.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the 
Experimental Canada Goose Season. A permit is required 
of everyone, regardless of age, and a non-refundable 
$5.00 administrative fee will be charged. This permit 
may be obtained from the Lake Charles, Opelousas, Baton 
Rouge Offices.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is 
mandatory. Failure to submit this information to the 
Department by February 15, 1993 will result in the hunter 
not being allowed to participate in the Experimental 
Canada Goose Season the following year.

Shooting Hours: One half hour before sunrise to sunset.

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman

RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 3, 1992

The following was adopted bv the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. September 3. 1992.

WHEREAS, Hugh A. Bateman, Administrator of the Wildlife Division, 
has attended public hearings in Washington, D.C. on
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migratory hunting regulations, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing migratory season 
framework have been developed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for migratory species 
including season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, 
and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for migratory species within the constraints of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt the attached 
season dates, bag limits and shooting hours by 
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Declaration of Emergency will be 
in effect beginning November 1, 1992 and extends through 
sunset February 28, 1993, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates will be forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as regulations set for 
Louisiana's 1992-93 Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries

The Ducks Unlimited, Inc. Payment was brought before the 
Commission by Mr. Hugh Bateman. The purpose was to suggest that 
a proposal be made to authorize the Secretary to direct the use of 
the Ducks Unlimited payment to the Prairie Habitat Joint Venture 
in Canada. By statute, 10% of the hunting license sales is 
contributed to Ducks Unlimited for wetland conservation projects 
in Canada. This contribution would be matched by the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation and then again in Canada and would triple 
in dollar amount. Chairman Jenkins asked for the impact on the 
Adopt a Pothole Program; questioned if the money, by law, had to 
be given to DU or could it be given to anybody; what the payment 
would be? and asked about the over-payment to Ducks Unlimited. 
Chairman Jenkins asked Mr. Bateman for his recommendation and then 
requested comments from the Commission. Commissioner Pol reminded 
the Commission that Mr. Bateman was the person who recommended not
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doing anything with the Adopt a Pothole Program and to go with 
Ducks Unlimited. Chairman Jenkins asked for comments from the 
audience and received none. Mr. Bateman read the "Therefore Be It 
Resolved” portion of the Resolution. A motion by Commissioner Pol 
to accept the resolution was made and seconded by Commissioner 
Jones and passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution 
is made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 3, 1992

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries makes 
an annual contribution to Ducks Unlimited, Inc. for 
wetland conservation projects in the Canadian Provinces 
of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, and

WHEREAS, this contribution is made by the sportsmen of Louisiana 
through hunting license sales and has been authorized by 
statute, and

WHEREAS, the North American Waterfowl Management Plan through the 
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
has set up funding procedures so that non-federal 
contributions, such as Louisiana's, which are designed 
specifically for wetlands projects within the Prairie 
Habitat Joint Venture can be matched by U.S. Government 
sources and again by the Canadian Government, and

WHEREAS, this action would allow these matching funds to triple 
the dollar impact of the Department's contribution to 
Ducks Unlimited, Inc. for wetlands conservation projects 
in Canada, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission authorizes the Secretary of the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to contact Ducks 
Unlimited, Inc. and require the expenditure of 
Louisiana's annual contribution be within the Prairie 
Habitat Joint Venture.

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries
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The next item discussed was the Setting of the Fur Harvest 
Season by Mr. Johnnie Tarver. Mr. Tarver began by giving a history 
for the 1991-92 season. There were only 1,500 licenses sold with 
only a harvest of about 250,000 nutria. A portion of southeast 
Louisiana was included in a 15 day extension of the season last 
year which resulted in an additional 30,000 nutria being harvested. 
Prices for this year are expected to be in excess of last year's 
prices. Mr. Tarver then proceeded to read the dates of the season 
from the Declaration of Emergency. Chairman Jenkins asked if the 
tags could be tied on to the otters and bobcats. Mr. Tarver 
continued with reading the "Therefore Be It Resolved" portion of 
the Resolution. Chairman Jenkins asked for questions from the 
Commission and audience and heard none. A motion to accept the 
Resolution was made by Commissioner Gisclair and seconded by 
Commissioner Schneider and passed unanimously.

(The full text of the 
Declaration of Emergency and 
Resolution is made a part of the 
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (b) , 
the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:967 which allows the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to 
set the furbearer trapping season and the rules regulating it, and 
R.S. 56:260, the 1992-93 furbearer trapping season is hereby 
established in accordance with the following regulations:

The season for the trapping of furbearers by licensed trappers 
shall be:

NORTH ZONE - All furbearers, November 20, 1992 through
February 15, 1993.

SOUTH ZONE - All furbearers, December 1, 1992 through February 
28, 1993.

EXPERIMENTAL SEASON - February 16, 1993 through March 15,
1993. Soft catch (padded jaw) and non-locking snare 
only.

The boundary between the North and South Zones will be 
Interstate Highway 10 from the Texas state line to Baton Rouge; 
Interstate Highway 12 from Baton Rouge to Slidell; and Interstate 
Highway 10 from Slidell to the Mississippi line.

Bobcat and otter by federal restrictions imposed by the CITIES
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Scientific Authority require the placement of an export tag prior 
to out-of-state shipment.

f

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Chairman

RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 3, 1992

WHEREAS, the promulgation of a trapping season for the taking of 
furbearers is a wise use of a renewable natural resource? 
and

WHEREAS, biological data has determined that populations of 
furbearing animals are at or above carrying capacity and 
that surplus animals taken by legal trapping have no 
adverse impact on those populations; and

WHEREAS, the Fur and Refuge Division recommends an open trapping 
season for 1992-93 as follows:

NORTH ZONE - All furbearers, November 20, 1992 through 
February 15, 1993.

EXPERIMENTAL SEASON - February 16, 1993 through March 15, 
1993. Soft catch only (padded trap and non-locking 
snare only).

SOUTH ZONE - All furbearers, December 1, 1992 through
February 28, 1993.

The boundary between North and South Zones shall be 
Interstate Highway 10 from Texas state line to Baton 
Rouge; Interstate Highway 12 from Baton Rouge to Slidell, 
and Interstate Highway 10 from Slidell to the Mississippi 
state line.

Bobcat and otter by federal regulations must have a 
possession tag attached to verify origin in Louisiana at 
the time of sale.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby adopt these recommended dates for 
the 1992-93 trapping season.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby authorize the Secretary of the
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Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to take any and all 
steps necessary to promulgate the 1992-93 trapping 
season.

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Chairman Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Louisiana Department of wildlife
Commission & Fisheries

Mr. Clyde Kimball began the next discussion on the Alligator 
Season and Tagging by giving some background information on how 
some additional changes came about. A meeting was held which 
involved people from all areas involved with alligators to discuss 
the existing regulations and some new proposed changes. Mr. 
Kimball reminded the Commission that the Alligator Season was 
postponed 5 days because of Hurricane Andrew. The outcome of the 
season will be monitored by all people involved, from the 
Department personnel to the trappers to the Federal Government. 
Mr. Kimball suggested to the Fur and Alligator Council to appoint 
a sub-committee concerning the alligator industry to work on any 
changes that may be proposed. Mr. Kimball also suggested the 
Commission adopt the amendments as proposed by the Department. 
Chairman Jenkins inquired as to when the item was put on the agenda 
and who put it on. Secretary Herring reminded Chairman Jenkins of 
their conversation regarding the delay in the Alligator Season. 
Chairman Jenkins concurred with the conversation regarding the 
delay in the Alligator Season but not the tagging issue. 
Commissioner Jones expressed his concern that he received a call 
from an industry representative regarding this item and was not 
aware that it would be discussed. Commissioner Jones also
reiterated that he would like to receive documentation prior to 
the meeting.

Chairman Jenkins further mentioned that a request was received 
for an emergency meeting prior to Hurricane Andrew and found that 
a quorum could not be met to discuss the tagging issue. Secretary 
Herring asked "if we would have to be living by the original 
recommendations"? Chairman Jenkins reminded Secretary Herring that 
he was informed that there would be no more additions or deletions 

\ for the rules on alligators. Mr. James Manning informed the
Commission that an emergency meeting was requested under the advice 
of the attorneys. During the Department’s Staff Meeting, a 
recommendation was made to put the item on the agenda. 
Commissioner Pol stated that items have been introduced on the 
agenda by a vote of the Commission and requested doing so for this 
item. Commissioner Jones again expressed his concern of being 
unaware of this matter being presented. Chairman Jenkins stated 
that this is not the proper way to do business with no notice 
received. Commissioner Pol agreed with Chairman Jenkins but also 
stated that this was a very important issue and recommended it be 
heard. Chairman Jenkins asked the Commissioners if anyone objected 
to this item being heard. No objection was made, so Chairman
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Jenkins requested Mr. Manning to continue.

Mr. Manning gave a brief description of the changes that were 
being proposed. These included: adding an insertion to Section 
C, #15 regarding alligator skulls being exported; Section F, #6, 
which is new, regarding an alligator hide tag not being located and 
allowing for time to locate and/or prove that the alligator was a 
legally harvested alligator. Chairman Jenkins asked why only the 
dealers and buyers have time to locate tags and not the hunters 
and trappers. Commissioner Schneider asked if the Enforcement 
Division and the Feds have approved these changes. Mr. Manning 
stated the only difference of opinion is the time frame for this 
to occur. Chairman Jenkins asked what the time frame was to locate 
a missing tag and what type of documentation is required as proof?

Mr. Manning continued with the changes: Section G, #1 
inserted the word "delay” as it related to the season for 
clarification purposes only. Section 1.3. #g & h related to the 
Retail License concerning who needed one or did not need one. 
Section 0, #8, replaced Section Q, dealt with humane treatment of 
alligators on the farms. At this time, Chairman Jenkins asked for 
questions from the Commission. Commissioner Jones requested Mr. 
Manning go over each of the delete items. Commissioner Schneider 
inquired if the purpose of these changes was for clarification of 
some vague areas; if the changes would alleviate any further 
problems; seeing if these regulations are going to work; and if any 
changes would have any bearing on any cases that are before the 
courts now. Commissioner Jones mentioned that it was his 
understanding the Federal Government had no objections to the 
previous regulations and now objections are being presented and 
asked how had this changed. Chairman Jenkins explained the Office 
of Management Authority to Commissioner Jones. Chairman Jenkins 
further asked if written confirmation had been received from the 
Office of Management Authority stating they have no objection to 
the proposed changes. Comments from the audience were called for 
by Chairman Jenkins; who then asked the pleasure of the Commission. 
Commissioner Pol made a motion to accept the recommended changes 
as outlined by Mr. Manning, and this motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Vujnovich. This motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the 
Declaration of Emergency is made 
a part of the record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of 
R.S. 56:115, 259, 261, 262, 263 and 280, the Wildlife and Fisheries

9



Commission hereby finds that an imminent peril to the public 
welfare exists and accordingly adopts the following emergency rule 
as of 3 September, 1992, amending and reenacting Title 76, Chapter 
7, Section 701:

PART V. WILD QUADRUPEDS AND WILD BIRDS 

Chapter 7. Alligators 

§701. Alligator Regulations

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries does hereby establish 
regulations governing the harvest of wild populations of alligators 
and alligator eggs, raising and propagation of farmed alligators 
tanning of skins and regulations governing the selling of hides, 
alligator parts and farm raised alligators. The administrative 
responsibility for these alligator programs shall rest with the 
Department Secretary? the Assistant Secretary, Office of Wildlife? 
and the Fur and Refuge Division.

A. Purpose.

These regulations are to govern the taking, possession, 
selling, raising and propagation of alligators statewide, both in 
the wild and in captivity. They are enacted to prevent depletion 
or waste, while enhancing utilization of this renewable resource. 
These regulations are based upon scientific study and population 
monitoring and are consistent with federal requirements to qualify 
alligators and alligator parts from Louisiana for international 
export under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. Alligators in Louisiana are not 
endangered but their similarity of appearance to endangered 
crocodilian species requires controls on commerce to minimize 
illegal trafficking of these species and to regulate and maintain 
the wild population of alligators. These regulations provide rules 
to enhance alligator farming operations; establish the methods of 
alligator harvest; establish minimum facility requirements for 
alligator farming; regulate commerce in alligators, eggs and parts; 
streamline necessary reporting requirements ? and, establish a 
regulated nuisance alligator control program.

B. Definitions.

The following words and phrases for purposes of these 
regulations shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this 
section, unless the context wherein the particular word or phrase 
is used clearly indicates a different meaning:

1. Alligator - American alligator fAlligator
mississiopiensis) .

2. Alligator Egg Collection Permit - A permit issued by the
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Department allowing for the collection of alligator eggs on 
designated properties described as part of the permit. The 
permit will be signed by the Secretary or his designee, the 
permittee and the landowner/land manager.

3. Alligator Farm (nongame quadruped) - An enclosed area, 
constructed so as to prevent the ingress and egress of 
alligators from surrounding public or private lands or waters 
and meeting other specifications and requirements set by the 
Department, where alligators are bred, propagated, or raised 
as a commercial enterprise under controlled conditions. 
”Alligator Farm” also includes alligator ranching wherein eggs 
are collected from the wild, and raised, pursuant to 
departmental license or permit.

4. Alligator Farmer - A properly licensed person who raises 
alligators under controlled conditions which prohibit free 
movement of the animals onto and off of the farm or controlled 
area, or who collects and sells wild alligator eggs, and who 
may harvest alligators under the supervision of the 
Department. An alligator farmer must possess a valid nongame 
quadruped breeder's license.

5. Alligator Hide Tag - An official CITIES serially numbered 
tag issued by the Department.

6. Alligator Hunter - A properly licensed resident or 
nonresident person who takes wild alligators. Resident 
hunters are divided into four classes:

(a) Commercial - Anyone who is licensed by the Department 
to take wild alligators after having filed application(s) 
approved by the Department which authorize the issuance 
of alligator hide tags to him.

(b) Helper - Anyone who is licensed by the Department to 
assist a commercial hunter during alligator harvest 
activities; alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a 
helper license holder.

(c) Sport - Anyone who is licensed by the Department and 
guided by a commercial hunter during alligator harvest 
activities; alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a 
sport license holder.

(d) Nuisance - A licensed alligator hunter who is 
contracted or otherwise selected by the Department to 
remove designated nuisance alligators and who can be 
assigned alligator hide tags by the Department.

7. Alligator Part - Any part of the carcass of an alligator, 
except the hide and includes the bony dorsum plates, if
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detached from the tagged alligator hide.

8. Alligator Parts Dealer - Any properly licensed person who 
deals in alligator parts other than hides and who:

(a) Buys unprocessed alligator parts from an alligator 
hunter, another parts dealer, or an alligator farmer for 
the purpose of resale ? or

(b) Manufactures within the state non-edible alligator 
parts into a finished product; or

(c) Purchases unprocessed alligator meat or processes 
alligator meat for wholesale or retail sale.

9. Alligator Parts Retailer - Any properly licensed person who 
purchases for retail sale finished alligator parts made from 
parts other than hides.

10. Alligator Shipping Label - A serially numbered green label 
issued by the Department required on each shipment of 
alligators being transported out of the state.

11. Bona Fide Resident (l) - Any person who has resided in the 
state of Louisiana continuously during the twelve months 
immediately prior to the date on which he applies for any 
license and who has manifested his intent to remain in this 
state by establishing Louisiana as his legal domicile, as 
demonstrated with all of the following, as applicable:

(a) If registered to vote, he is registered to vote in 
Louisiana.

(b) If licensed to drive a motor vehicle, he is in 
possession of a Louisiana driver's license.

(c) If owning a motor vehicle located within Louisiana, 
he is in possession of a Louisiana registration for that 
vehicle.
(d) If earning an income, he has filed a Louisiana state 
income tax return and has complied with state income tax 
laws and regulations.

(2) As to a corporation or other legal entity, a resident 
shall be any which is incorporated or otherwise organized 
under and subject to the laws of Louisiana, and as to which 
the principal place of business and more than fifty percent 
of the officers, partners, or employees are domiciled in 
Louisiana.

12. Closed Season - That period of time of a calendar year not
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specifically included in the open season.

13. Commission - The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission.

14. Common Carrier - Any agency or person transporting 
passengers or property of any description for hire.

15. Confiscation - The exercise of a right under the police 
power wherein property is seized and held pending court order 
if the seized material is nonperishable, or disposed of 
without judicial intervention if perishable.

16. Consumer - Restaurants and other places where alligator, 
fish, shrimp, or other aquatic life is prepared for human 
consumption; or any person using alligator, fish, shrimp, or 
other aquatic life for bait or personal consumption.

17. Department - The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries.

18. Designated Collection Agent - Anyone who is permitted by 
the Department to assist an alligator egg collection permittee 
during alligator egg collection.

19. Dressing, Dressed Skins or Dressed Furs - (See 
"Tanning").

20. Finished Alligator Part - Any non-edible alligator part 
that has been completely processed from parts other than hides 
for retail sale.

21. Fur Buyer - Anyone who buys whole nongame quadrupeds for 
the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, raw 
furs or skins from fur trappers, alligator hunters, alligator 
farmers, fur buyers, or fur dealers and who sells to another 
fur buyer or fur dealer within the confines of the state or 
to a nonresident fur dealer licensed by the State of Louisiana 
in interstate commerce, or who acts as an agent of another fur 
buyer or fur dealer in this state in such purchase or sale. 
Fur buyers are divided into two classes, resident and 
nonresident. Resident fur buyers are those who are bona fide 
residents of this state. All others are nonresident fur 
buyers.

22. Fur Dealer - Anyone who deals in whole nongame quadrupeds 
for the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, 
raw furs and skins and who:

(a) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, or 
alligator farmer, either directly or indirectly, and 
ships or exports from this state, either directly or

13



indirectly, the raw furs and skins so bought? or

(b) Buys from a fur buyer or other fur dealer and exports 
from this state the raw furs and skins so bought? or

(c) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, alligator 
farmer, fur buyer, or other dealer and sells such raw 
furs and skins for manufacturing into a finished product 
in this state; or

(d) Manufactures such furs and skins into a finished 
product in this state, buying directly from a fur 
trapper, alligator hunter, alligator farmer, fur buyer, 
or fur dealer? or

(e) Transports raw furs or skins into this state for the 
purpose of sale within the state. Fur dealers are 
divided into two classes, resident and nonresident. 
Resident fur dealers are those who are bona fide 
residents of this state. All others are nonresident fur 
dealers.

(f) Converts raw alligator skins through the tanning 
process into finished or partially finished leather 
and/or converts raw (green or dried) fur pelts into 
dressed furs ready for manufacturing.

23. Hatchling - A young of the year alligator which is less 
than twenty three (23) inches in length.

24. Hide - (See "Pelt").

25. Hook - Any curved or bent device attached to a line or 
pole for the purpose of taking alligators.

26. Hunt - In different tenses, attempting to take.

27. Incubator - An apparatus designed and used for the primary 
purpose of incubating alligator eggs.

28. Land Manager - Any authorized person who represents the 
landowner.

29. Landowner - Any person who owns land which the Department 
has designated as alligator habitat.

30. Licensee - Any resident or nonresident lawful holder of 
an effective license duly issued under the authority of the 
Department.

31. Nongame.Quadruped -Alligators, beavers, bobcats, coyotes, 
gray foxes, minks, muskrats, nutrias, opossums, otters,
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raccoons, red foxes, skunks, and other wild quadrupeds 
valuable for their furs or skins.
32. Nongame Quadruped Breeder - A person properly licensed to 
engage in the business of raising, exhibiting and selling 
nongame quadrupeds on alligator or fur farms.

33. Nongame Quadruped Exhibitor - A person properly licensed 
to engage in the business of raising and/or exhibiting nongame 
quadrupeds.

34. Nonresident - Any person who is not a bona fide resident 
as that term is defined by R.S. 56:8(12).

35. Nuisance Alligator - A specific (particular) alligator 
that poses a threat to human life or property.

36. Open Season - That period of time set by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, during which wild 
alligators or their eggs may be lawfully taken.

37. Out-of-State Shipping Seal - A special locking device or 
seal supplied by the Department and placed on or across a 
shipping container by Department personnel prior to shipping 
out-of-state.

38. Out-Of-State Shipping Tag - An official, serially numbered 
tag, yellow in color, issued by the Department required on 
each shipment of alligator hides shipped out of state.
39. Part - For purposes of this section, a part is a division 
of a subsection.

40. Pelt - The skin or hide of a quadruped.

41. Pelting - Removing the skin and/or fur of a quadruped in 
such a manner as to render it marketable.
42. Person - Includes any individual person, association, 
corporation, partnership, or other legal entity recognized by 
law.
43. Pole Hunting - The act of taking an alligator from a den 
with a hook pole or snagging device of any type and includes 
using such devices to induce an alligator to move from a den 
prior to taking.

44. Possess - In its different tenses, the act of having in 
possession or control, keeping, detaining, restraining, or 
holding as owner, or as agent, bailee, or custodian for 
another.
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45. Processed Alligator Part - Any part (and its resulting 
products) that has been removed from a legally taken alligator 
and for commercial purposes converted into a finished 
alligator part, or meat prepared and packaged for retail sale.

46. Propagation - The holding of live alligators for 
production of offspring.

47. Raising - The production of alligators under controlled 
environmental conditions or in outside facilities.

48. Rearing - (See "Raising").

49. Resident - (See "Bona Fide Resident").

50. Secretary - The secretary of the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries.

51. Skin - (See "Pelt").

52. Take - In its different tenses, the attempt or act of 
hooking, pursuing, netting, capturing, snaring, trapping, 
shooting, hunting, wounding, or killing by any means or 
device.

53. Tanning - The conversion of alligator skins or fur pelts
into an intermediate or finished form and includes the 
following: crust tanning alligator leather, dyeing alligator
leather, glazing alligator leather, tanning fur pelts, 
shearing fur pelts, and dyeing fur pelts, and includes the 
dressing of skins and furs.

54. Transport - In its different tenses, the act of shipping, 
attempting to ship, receiving or delivering for shipment, 
transporting, conveying, carrying, or exporting by air, land, 
or water, or by any means whatsoever.

55. Wildlife - All species of wild vertebrates.

56. Wildlife Management Area - Any area set aside, maintained, 
and supervised by the Department for the purpose of managing 
and harvesting wild birds, wild quadrupeds, fish and other 
aquatic life under controlled conditions to afford maximum 
public hunting and fishing opportunity.

57. Wildlife Refuge - Any area set aside and designated by the 
Department as a refuge on which wild birds and animals are 
protected. Control of certain forms of wildlife may be 
conducted by the Department.

C. General Rules.
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1. No person shall take, possess, purchase or sell alligators, 
alligator eggs, alligator hides, alligator parts, or goods 
manufactured from alligators, except as provided in these 
regulations and LA. R.S. Title 56.

2. Each alligator, alligator hide, alligator egg, or alligator 
part taken or possessed in violation of these regulations 
shall constitute a separate offense.

3. Alligators or hides of alligators harvested in Louisiana 
shall be tagged in accordance with provisions as prescribed 
in Sec. F, paragraph 5 of these regulations and deviation from 
those requirements shall be a violation and subject hides to 
confiscation. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

4. Pole Hunting is prohibited. It is legal for a hunter to 
retrieve a shot alligator with a hook pole or to retrieve with 
a hook pole an alligator taken on a hook and line. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

5. An alligator hunter must possess on his person one or more 
current alligator hide tags issued for the property on which 
he is hunting? and if participating in a joint hunting 
operation at least one licensed hunter needs to possess 
current hide tags issued for the property on which they are 
hunting among a group of licensed hunters who are physically 
present in the same location. Violation of this part is a 
class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

6. No person shall release any alligator from any taking 
device for any purpose without first dispatching the 
alligator. After the alligator is removed from the taking 
device the hide tag shall be properly attached immediately 
upon possession. Violation of this part is a class 4 
violation as described in Title 56.

7. Taking or collection of any wild alligator illegally is 
strictly prohibited. Violation of this part is a Class 4 
violation for each alligator taken as described in Title 56. 
All alligators taken in violation of this part shall be 
confiscated and in addition to all other penalties provided 
herein, all alligator licenses of any type held by the 
offender(s) shall be revoked for a period of three (3) 
calendar years. If violation(s) of this part involves a farm 
operation, no alligators shall be raised or propagated on the 
offender's facilities for a period of three (3) calendar 
years. Any live alligator(s) confiscated pertinent to any 
violation of this part must be returned to the wild when 
appropriate. Selection of the release site and time of year 
of the release shall be accomplished only after consultation 
with and in agreement with biological staff of Fur and Refuge
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Division.

8. The shipment of alligator eggs out of state is prohibited 
except where special scientific permits have been obtained in 
advance from the Department which specify all such shipments. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.
9. Transportation of alligator(s) into this state without 
prior written approval of the Department is strictly 
prohibited. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

10. It is unlawful to ship alligator eggs into the State of 
Louisiana unless they are to be used for Department sponsored 
scientific studies and these shipments shall have prior 
written Department approval. Violation of this part is a 
class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

11. The shipment of live alligators or alligator eggs out of 
the United States is strictly prohibited unless they are used 
for Department sponsored scientific studies with an 
accompanying authorization signed by the Secretary. The 
transfer of ownership of live alligators out of their natural 
range for commercial purposes is strictly prohibited. 
However, this part does not prohibit a licensed Louisiana 
alligator farm from raising alligators of Louisiana origin in 
a non-range state provided the non-range farm is in complete 
compliance with all applicable state(s) and federal 
regulations. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.

12. There is levied a severance tax of twenty-five cents on 
each alligator hide taken from within the state, payable to 
the state through the Department by the alligator hunter or 
alligator farmer shipping or taking his own catch out of 
state, or by the dealer shipping skins or hides out of state 
or tanning alligator skins in Louisiana. Violation of this 
part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

13. An alligator hunter or alligator farmer may give alligator 
parts to anyone for personal use. Any part of an alligator 
shall have affixed thereto the name, address, date, hide tag 
number, and the license number of the person donating the 
alligator part(s). This information shall be legibly written 
in pen or pencil on any piece of paper or cardboard or any 
material which is attached to the part(s) or to the container 
enclosing the part or parts. This information must remain 
affixed until the part(s) has been stored at the domicile of 
the possessor. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.
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14. A. R.S. 56:280, passed in the regular session of the 1992 
Louisiana Legislature established a state policy which 
protects white or albino alligators and except under 
department permit prohibits the taking of white or albino 
alligators from the wild.

B. Conditions under which any alligator that is white or 
albino may be taken from the wild and under official 
department permit include:

1. Landowners or licensed alligator farmers or ranching 
operators may capture live and unharmed a white or albino 
alligator for its own protection. All such instances of 
possession shall be reported immediately to the 
Department.

2. Any white or albino alligator hatchling produced from 
wild collected eggs authorized by a Department Alligator 
Egg Collection Permit will remain in the possession of 
such licensed operators. Any white or albino hatchling 
must be reported immediately upon hatching to the 
Department on a standard activity report form.

3. Any person who unintentionally takes from the wild any 
alligator that is white or albino by hook and line shall 
immediately report its presence and location to the 
Department. Department personnel of the Fur & Refuge 
Division will on a case by case basis determine the 
disposition of any such white or albino alligator which 
is unintentionally hooked.

C. Any white or albino hatchling produced from a licensed 
breeding pen will remain in the possession such licensed 
operators but must be reported immediately upon hatching to 
the Department on a standard activity report.

D. It shall be a violation if any person intentionally takes 
from the wild any alligator that is white or albino by any 
means.
E. Violation of R.S. 56:280 shall subject the violator to a 
fine of not less than ten thousand dollars and imprisonment 
for not less than six months or more than 12 months, or both.

15. Alligator meat and parts may be shipped in containers that 
are sealed and the parts identified to the CITIES tag of 
origin. A fully executed alligator hunter, farmer, or parts 
dealer Alligator Parts Sale or Transaction form shall meet the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service parts identification 
requirements, provided such form(s) is/are prominently 
attached to the outside of each shipping container. Alligator 
meat/parts shipped to another state must meet applicable
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state/federal requirements of the receiving state. Alligator 
meat/parts exported from the United States must meet the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as well as 
those of the receiving country. Alligator skulls being 
exported shall carry a "tag" containing the CITIES tag number 
and the hunter's name and license number. The skull must also 
be physically marked with the number of the original CITIES 
tag used for the hide of the individual alligator, violation 
of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

D. Licenses, Permits and Fees.

1. The licenses and fees required for activities authorized 
by these regulations are as prescribed under provisions of 
Title 56, or as prescribed in these regulations, and are:

(a) $25 for a resident alligator hunter's license; 
including commercial, helper, sport, and nuisance types.

(b) $150 for a nonresident alligator hunter's license

(c) $25 for a resident fur buyer's license;

(d) $100 for a nonresident fur buyer's license;

(e) $150 for a resident fur dealer's license ($500 
deposit required);

(f) $300 for a nonresident fur dealer's license ($1,000 
deposit required);

(g) $10 for a nongame quadruped exhibitor's license;

(h) $25 for a nongame quadruped breeder's license;

(i) $50 for a alligator parts dealer license;

(j) $5 for a alligator parts retailer license;

(k) $4 for each alligator hide tag;

(l) $4 for each whole alligator leaving the state as 
alligator shipping label fee;

(m) $0.25 severance tax for each alligator hide taken 
from within the state;

(n) $25 for a Designated Agent Collection Permit.

All license types prescribed above except nongame quadruped 
exhibitor and breeder expire annually on June 30. Nongame 
quadruped exhibitor and breeder licenses expire annually on
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December 31.
2. No person may take, attempt to take, or possess a wild 
alligator in this state during the open season for taking wild 
alligators unless he or she has acquired and possesses an 
alligator hunter's license. An alligator hunter must have in 
possession a valid alligator hunter license to take or sell 
alligators, their skins, or parts. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

3. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 
alligators or alligator skins unless he has acquired a 
resident or nonresident fur buyers license. No resident or 
nonresident fur buyer shall ship furs, alligators, or 
alligator skins out of state. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

4. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 
alligator or alligator skins or shipping alligator skins out 
of state or tanning alligator skins within the state unless 
he has acquired a resident or nonresident fur dealers license. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation.

5. No person may engage in the business of raising and/or 
exhibiting alligators unless he or she has acquired and 
possesses a valid nongame quadruped exhibitor license. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. No person may engage in the business of raising, breeding, 
collecting and selling alligator eggs from the wild, 
propagating, exhibiting and selling alligators alive or 
selling their parts, and killing and transporting them and 
selling their skins and carcasses unless he or she has 
acquired and possesses a valid nongame quadruped breeder 
license and complies with Subsections N and 0 of these 
regulations. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.
7. No person shall engage in the business of buying and 
selling unprocessed alligator parts unless he has acquired and 
possesses a valid alligator parts dealer license, violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

8. Each retailer purchasing for retail sale, finished 
alligator parts made from parts other than hides, shall secure 
from the department an alligator parts retailer license prior 
to commencing business. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

9. No person shall remove and possess alligator eggs from wild 
nests unless he has acquired and possesses a valid nongame
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quadruped breeder license or a valid Designated Agent 
Collection Permit and also has in his possession a valid 
alligator egg collection permit. Egg collection permits will 
only be issued to those persons who demonstrate competency in 
egg collection and handling, have necessary equipment 
accessible and comply with all Department requirements as 
described in Subsection N of these regulations. Violation of 
this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

10. No person shall ship or transport alligators out of the 
state without first applying for and receiving an alligator 
shipping label which shall be affixed to each shipment of 
alligators and is properly completed and validated by 
Department personnel. violation of this part is a class 3 
violation as described in Title 56.

11. Every alligator hunter or alligator farmer shipping or 
transporting his own catch of alligator skins out of state is 
liable for the severance tax thereon, and shall apply for an 
official out of state shipping tag to be attached to the 
shipment and shall pay the severance tax prior to shipment. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

12. Valid holders of alligator hunter license, nongame 
quadruped breeder license, fur dealers license and alligator 
parts dealer license must comply with the receiving 
state/country requirements and with federal licensing, tagging 
and permit requirements to engage in interstate and 
international commerce involving alligators, alligator hides, 
alligator parts and fully manufactured alligator hide 
products. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

E. Wild Harvest Methods.
1. Alligators taken from the wild may be removed from hook and 
line, and other legal capture devices which may be used, only 
during daylight hours, between official sunrise and official 
sunset. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

2. There are no size restrictions on wild alligators taken 
during the general open season.

3. Legal methods for taking alligators in the wild are as 
follows:

(a) Hook and line;

(b) Long (including compound) bow and barbed arrow; and
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(c) Firearms.
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

4. Hooks and arrows may be used only when a line of at least 
300-pound test is securely attached to the hook or head of the 
arrow in such a manner to prevent separation from the hook or 
head until the carcass is retrieved. The other end of the 
line must be attached to a stationary or floating object 
capable of maintaining the line above water when an alligator 
is attached. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.

5. Alligator hunters shall inspect their hooks and lines and 
remove captured alligators daily. Alligators shall not be cut 
loose from hooks and lines for the purpose of selecting larger 
alligators. All hooks and lines shall be removed when an 
alligator hunter's quota is reached. In the event an 
alligator is hooked and the hunter's quota has been reached 
the hunter must release the alligator in the most humane 
method possible. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

6. Baited hooks and lines may be set no more than 24 hours 
prior to the general open season and shall be removed no later 
than sunset of the last day of the open season. Violation of 
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

7. No person possessing alligator hide tags issued for 
privately-owned land or water may take alligators on adjacent 
publicly-owned water unless the taking device is anchored to 
privately-owned land or the person is on privately-owned land 
when the taking occurs, provided that any alligator captured 
on a legal taking device that is anchored to privately-owned 
land or held by a person on privately-owned land may be 
dispatched from a floating craft on public water. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

8. A person possessing alligator hide tags for publicly-owned 
areas may take alligators by legal means from a floating craft 
on public water for which the tags are issued.

F. Alligator Hide Tag Procurement and Tagging Requirements.

1. Alligator hide tags may be obtained as follows and only to 
properly licensed alligator hunters and nongame quadruped 
breeders.

2. Landowners, Land Managers and Hunters - upon application 
to the Department on forms provided for tag issuance. 
Applications for alligator tag allotments will be taken
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annually beginning August 1 and ending 10 days after the 
season opens. Tags will not be issued after the 10th day 
following the season opening date.

(a) Maximum tag issuance to individual landowners, land 
managers, or their hunters shall be determined solely by 
the Department. Landowners, land managers, or their 
hunters shall certify total acreage owned or represented 
on a form prescribed by the Department at the time of 
application. The location and acreage of the property 
must be provided which includes parish, township, range 
and section delineation figures.

(b) Land managers and hunters must present a notarized 
document from the landowner verifying their selection to 
represent that landowner and the total acreage 
represented to obtain hide tags.

(c) Payment for all alligator tags shall be received by 
the Department prior to issuance. Numbered alligator 
hide tags shall only be issued in the name of the license 
holder and are nontransferable. A refund will be issued 
for all unused alligator tags which are returned within 
15 days following the close of the season.

3. Alligator farmers - upon request and receipt of payment to 
the Department at any time at least two weeks prior to 
scheduled harvesting, subject to verification of available 
stock by Department personnel. A refund will be issued for 
all unused alligator tags returned to the Department within 
15 days following the last day of the year that issued tags 
are valid.

4. If an alligator hunter is cited for hunting alligators out 
of season, or at night, or on property other than that for 
which hide tags were issued, all unused hide tags and 
alligators in possession shall be confiscated and the 
violator's alligator hunting license shall be revoked. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.

5. A hide tag shall be properly attached and locked using the 
tag's locking device in the alligator's tail immediately upon 
possession by an alligator hunter. Alligator farmers, fur 
buyers and fur dealers may wait until farm raised alligators 
are skinned prior to tagging, but under no circumstances can 
the tag be attached using the locking device more than 48 
hours after dispatching the alligator. Live or dead farm 
raised alligators may be transported with their accompanying 
tags from a licensed alligator farm to a licensed processing 
facility, however each shipment shall be accompanied with the 
exact number of alligator hide tags. In the event that an
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alligator tag contains a factory defect rendering it unusable 
for the purpose intended or becomes detached from an alligator 
or hide, the tag must be reattached to the tail of the 
alligator/hide. The Department will be responsible for the 
replacement of reattached tags prior to shipping out-of-state 
or prior to tanning within the state. It shall be unlawful 
to tag or attempt to tag an alligator with a tag that has been 
locked prior to the taking. Locked tags may be replaced upon 
request at the discretion of the Department. The alteration 
of hide tags is strictly prohibited and will result in the 
confiscation of all tags and alligators/hides and the 
revocation of the violator's alligator hunting license. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6.In the event that an alligator hide tag cannot be located 
when in the possession of a Buyer/Dealer, then the following 
procedure shall be followed:

(a) Following discovery of an untagged alligator or 
alligator hide by the Buyer/Dealer, they shall notify the 
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, Fur & Refuge 
Division within 24 hours and the Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries will place a state tagging device on the 
alligator or alligator hide.

(b) Upon discovery of an untagged alligator or alligator 
hide by Department of Wildlife & Fisheries personnel, 
such personnel shall place a state tagging device on the 
alligator or alligator hide.

(c) The State tagged alligator or alligator hide will 
remain in the possession of the Buyer/Dealer following 
the placement of the State tagging device until such time 
as the hide tag is located or until December 31st of that 
year, whichever comes first. Upon presentation of the 
missing hide tag and the corresponding Buyer/Dealer 
record which documents a match between the tag number and 
the alligator/hide being held, and if the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries then confirms that such tag number 
has not been previously shipped, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries shall attach a replacement 
alligator hide tag.
(d) If the Buyer/Dealer does not locate the missing hide 
tag following the placement of the State tagging device 
by the end of the allotted time period but is able to 
identify the tag number on a Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries issued or approved Buyer/Dealer record which 
documents a match between the tag number and the skin 
being held, and if the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
then confirms that subject tag number has not been
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previously shipped, the Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries may, in its discretion, issue a replacement 
alligator hide tag.

(e) The failure of the Buyer/Dealer to produce the 
correct hide tag and/or correct documentation by the end 
of the allotted time period shall constitute a violation 
of this part.

(f) The previous or subsequent attachment to an alligator 
or alligator hide of the missing hide tag as described 
above shall constitute a violation of this part.

(g) Violation of this part is a Class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

G. Open Season, Open Areas, and Quotas.

1. Open seasons are as follows:

(a) The general open season for taking alligators in the 
wild may be established annually by the Commission at 
their regular July meeting. The Secretary shall be 
authorized to close, extend, delay, or reopen the season 
as biologically justifiable.

(b) Nuisance control hunters may take nuisance alligators 
at any time as prescribed by the Department.

(c) Farm raised alligators may be taken at any time 
following the issuance of hide tags by the Department.

(d) The open season for collection of alligator eggs from 
the wild shall be from May 15 through September 1 of each 
calendar year. Violation of this subpart is a class 4 
violation as described in Title 56.

2. The open areas are as follows:

(a) For the general open season, those areas designated 
by the biological staff of the Department as alligator 
habitat and which can sustain an alligator harvest.

(b) The Department may select public lakes and lands for 
an experimental alligator hunting program. The harvest 
will be controlled by a tag allotment for each lake as 
determined by Department personnel. Applicants for 
public lake hunting must be 16 years of age or older. 
Applications must be received at least 10 days prior to 
the season opening date. A public drawing will be held 
to select hunters. An alligator hunter can receive tags 
for and hunt on only one public lake per season. The tag
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quota for each lake and hunter will be established by the 
biological staff of the Department. Alligator tags 
issued on public lakes and lands are nontransferable.

(c) Wild alligators in the remainder of the state may be 
taken only under provisions as prescribed by the 
Department.

(d) The open alligator egg collection season shall be 
those areas designated by the biological staff of the 
Department as alligator habitat which can sustain an egg 
collection harvest and egg quotas will be determined by 
Department biologists.

3. The daily and season quota is equal to the number of valid 
alligator hide tags that a licensed alligator hunter 
possesses. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

4. Non resident alligator hunters may only take three (3) 
alligators during the open season. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Harvest rates will be calculated annually by Department 
personnel based on biological data. Alligator hide tag 
allotments will be established prior to issuance of alligator 
hunting licenses.

H. Possession.

1. No person shall possess alligators or alligator hides in 
Louisiana without valid official tags properly attached in the 
tail using the locking device as prescribed in Section F, 
paragraph 5. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator farmers may request hide tags or shipping labels 
from the Department to be used on farm-raised alligators that 
have died and may hold those alligators in freezers until 
receipt of the requested hide tags or shipping labels. These 
alligators may be held in freezers for a maximum of 60 days 
prior to disposal. All alligators 24 inches and greater in 
length that die may be skinned and tagged with an alligator 
hide tag within 48 hours of death. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

3. No person other than a licensed alligator hunter, licensed 
alligator farmer, licensed fur buyer or licensed fur dealer 
may possess a tagged or labeled alligator, a tagged raw or 
salted hide of an alligator at any time, provided that legally 
documented tagged or labeled alligators or tagged hides may 
be possessed without license while in transit, or during
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processing for tanning or taxidermy. However, properly tagged 
and documented alligators or hides may be stored at any 
location at the owner's discretion. Violation of this part 
is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

4. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or 
licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess live 
alligators at any time other than by a permit issued by the 
Department upon request for use in displays and educational 
purposes, and by holders of valid Department issued permits 
for scientific purposes. Live, farm raised alligators and 
their accompanying alligator hide tags may be held for 
processing by a properly licensed alligator skinning facility 
without a license or permit. Violation of this part is a 
class*4 violation as described in Title 56.

5. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or 
licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess alligator 
eggs at any time other than Department permitted Designated 
Collection Agents assisting a licensed and permitted alligator 
farmer during wild egg collection, or a holder of a valid 
Department issued permit for scientific purposes. Violation 
of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

6. Any alligators hatched from scientific permits issued by 
the Department shall be returned to the wild under 
Departmental supervision following completion of the research 
project. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

I. Importation, Exportation, Purchase, and Sale.

1. Alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts of 
alligators, may be brought into the state only if the 
alligators, alligator hides or parts of alligators were 
lawfully taken in another state or country and the person, 
firm or corporation bringing the alligators, alligator hides 
(raw or salted) , or alligator parts into the state has 
obtained written permission from the Department. Violation 
of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

2. All alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts 
of alligators possessed, sold, purchased, exported, imported, 
or brought into the state from another state shall be 
accompanied by documented evidence that they were lawfully 
taken. Documented evidence shall consist of, but not be 
limited to:

(a) A resource user license or permit number allowing the 
taking of alligators and tags or other identification 
required by the state or country of origin shall be 
firmly attached to the alligator, alligator hide, or
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parts of alligators; and

(b) A tag or label is affixed to the outside of any 
package or container of alligators, alligator hides, or 
alligator parts that specifies type of contents, 
indicates quantity contained, and lists applicable 
license or permit numbers.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

3. Purchases of alligators, alligator hides, alligator eggs, 
and alligator parts are restricted as follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may not purchase 
alligators or alligator hides from anyone.

(b) A licensed fur buyer may purchase whole alligators 
or alligator hides from a Louisiana licensed alligator 
hunter, licensed alligator farmer, licensed fur dealer, 
or another fur buyer.

(c) A licensed fur dealer may purchase whole alligators 
or alligator hides from a licensed alligator hunter, 
licensed alligator farmer, fur buyer or another fur 
dealer.

(d) A licensed alligator farmer may purchase live 
alligators only from another licensed alligator farmer 
(with a Department approved Alligator Transfer 
Authorization Permit) or the Department.

(e) An alligator farmer may purchase alligator eggs only 
from another alligator farmer, a landowner/land manager 
(with an approved Department alligator egg collection 
permit), or the Department.

(f) A licensed alligator parts dealer may purchase 
alligator parts from a licensed alligator hunter, 
alligator farmer, another alligator parts dealer, or the 
Department.

(g) A licensed alligator parts retailer may purchase 
finished alligator parts for retail sales.

4. Sales of alligators, alligator eggs, and alligator parts 
are restricted as follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may sell alligators, 
alligator hides, or alligator parts taken by the licensee 
during the general open season to anyone who may legally 
purchase.
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(b) A licensed alligator fanner may sell alligators, 
alligator eggs, alligator hides, or alligator parts to 
anyone who may legally purchase. The sale of alligator 
eggs or live alligators shall only occur following the 
issuance of a Transfer Authorization Permit. Application 
for the permit shall be made at least 2 weeks prior to 
the transfer.

(c) A licensed fur buyer may sell whole alligators or 
alligator hides to a fur dealer or another fur buyer 
within the confines of the state.

(d) A licensed fur dealer may sell whole alligators or 
alligator hides to anyone who may legally purchase.

(e) A licensed alligator parts dealer may sell alligator 
parts, other than hides, to anyone.

(f) A licensed alligator parts retailer may sell finished 
alligator parts to anyone.

5. Legally tagged and documented alligators, alligator hides, 
and parts of alligators taken in Louisiana may be shipped out 
of state or exported by alligator hunters, alligator farmers, 
fur dealers and alligator parts dealers subject to Subsection 
K of these regulations (relating to Report Requirements) 
provided that no live alligators or eggs originating in 
Louisiana may be exported outside of their natural range 
without specific Department authorization and the concurrence 
of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, to be used 
only for scientific purposes. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

6. A special permit is required of anyone who sells alligator 
eggs, or live alligators. Violation of this part is a class 
4 violation as described in Title 56.

J. Nuisance Alligator Control.

1. Nuisance alligator hunters will be selected by the 
Department with proper screening by enforcement personnel in 
the region of appointment. Selection may be based upon 
recommendations received from the local governing body. 
Applicants with prior alligator hunting violations will be 
rejected.

' 2. Nuisance alligator hunters shall purchase a valid alligator 
hunter license and are bound by all laws, rules and 
regulations governing alligator hunting with the exception 
that nuisance alligators may be taken at anytime.

3, Nuisance alligator complaints will be verified by
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Department personnel prior to being approved for removal.

4. Tags will be issued to nuisance alligator hunters. 
Nuisance alligator hunters will attempt to catch nuisance 
alligators and relocate to natural habitat selected by the 
Department. It is unlawful for any nuisance alligator 
captured alive to be sold or otherwise disposed of on an 
alligator farm. Alligators and alligator parts taken under 
these provisions may be retained and sold by the nuisance 
alligator hunter as any other legally taken wild alligator or 
alligator part. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

5. Nuisance alligator hunters may take alligators by any means 
prescribed by the Department. Failure to comply with 
Departmental instructions may result in immediate termination 
of the individual's participation in the nuisance alligator 
program. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

K. Report Requirements.

1. Report forms provided by or approved by the Department must 
be completed and filed with the Department by all persons who 
have been issued an alligator hunter's license, fur buyer's 
license, fur dealer's license, nongame quadruped exhibitor's 
license, nongame quadruped breeder's license, alligator parts 
dealer's license, or alligator egg collection permit in 
accordance with this Subsection. Reports shall include but 
not be limited to the information specified in this 
Subsection.

2. Alligator hunters receiving hide tags from the Department 
are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction form 
furnished by or approved by the Department at the time 
of each alligator part transaction. These forms shall 
be submitted to the Department at the end of the calendar 
year.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 
Department for any hide tags lost or stolen. These forms 
shall be submitted to the Department within 15 days 
following the close of the season. Lost or stolen tags 
will not be replaced.

(c) All unused tags must be returned to the Department 
within 15 days following the close of the season. Tag 
fees will only be reimbursed during this specific time 
period.
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(d) The Department must be notified of any trophy skins 
not sold to commercial buyers or dealers within 30 days 
following the close of the season, on official forms 
provided by or approved by the Department.

(e) Each licensed alligator hunter selling alligator 
parts to a person or a restaurant shall provide that 
person with a bill of sale for each transaction.

(f) All records of commercial transactions involving 
alligator parts by alligator hunters shall be available 
for inspection by the Department.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

3. A nuisance alligator hunter shall comply with the same 
report requirements as a commercial alligator hunter and 
complete any other reports required by the Department. 
Violation of this requirement shall result in immediate 
termination of nuisance alligator hunter status. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

4. Alligator farmers receiving hide tags from the Department 
are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction 
form, furnished by or approved by the Department at the 
time of each alligator parts transaction. These forms 
shall be submitted to the Department along with the 
annual report. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 
Department, for any hide tags lost or stolen. These 
forms shall be submitted to the Department within 15 days 
following the last day of the year that issued tags are 
valid. Lost or stolen tags will not be replaced. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

(c) All unused hide tags must be returned to the 
Department within 15 days following the last day of the 
year that issued tags are valid. Violation of this part 
is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

(d) Each alligator farmer shall report annually, no later 
than December 1, on an official form provided by the 
Department, all activities that have occurred on the farm 
for the past year including but not limited to the number 
of live alligators as of that date, separated by sizes, 
the number of eggs collected and hatched, the purchase
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and sale of alligators, hides, and parts for the past 
year and the numbers of alligators lost. Failure to 
complete this form properly and completely will result 
in nonrenewal of the nongame quadruped breeder's 
license. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.

(e) Each licensed alligator farmer selling alligator 
parts to a person or a restaurant shall furnish that 
person with a bill of sale for each transaction. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

(f) Each alligator farmer collecting alligator eggs, 
hatching alligator eggs, selling alligators for 
processing, or selling alligator skins shall submit 
completed forms as provided by the Department within 10 
days following completion of the activity. Violation of 
this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 
56.

5. Fur buyers, fur dealers, alligator farmers and alligator 
hunters engaged in the business of buying and/or selling whole 
alligators or alligator hides must keep within the state a 
complete record on forms provided by or approved by the 
Department, all purchases and sales of whole alligators or 
alligator hides as described in Title 56, and;

(a) Every fur buyer, fur dealer, alligator farmer or 
alligator hunter having undressed alligator hides in his 
possession shall file with the Department within 60 days 
of purchase or within 60 days of tagging or prior to 
shipping out of state or prior to tanning skins in 
Louisiana, whichever occurs first, a complete report, on 
forms provided by or approved by the Department, a 
detailed description of alligator hides to be shipped or 
tanned. At the time of shipment or prior to tanning, 
Department personnel will inspect hides and replace any 
broken or reattached tags. Department personnel will 
issue the appropriate number of yellow shipping tags, one 
for each shipment. At that time. Department personnel 
will affix a seal/or locking device to each container and 
if container is reopened by anyone other than Department 
personnel or Federal personnel this action will be 
considered illegal. In conjunction with the inspection 
and prior to Department issuance of shipping tag(s) and 
seal(s) or locking device(s), Department personnel must 
collect:

(1) All completed buyer/dealer records for skins in 
each shipment.
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(2) Shipping manifest including each skin in 
shipment.

(3) Stub portion of yellow shipping tag completely 
filled-out.

(4) Severance tax owed by alligator hunter, 
alligator farmer or fur dealer.

If any of the above requirements are not satisfied, the 
shipment will not be authorized.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. Fur dealers engaged in the business of buying and selling 
alligator hides must maintain complete records of alligator 
hides purchased inside and outside the state as described in 
Title 56. Fur dealers in the business of tanning alligator 
hides must provide a monthly report, on forms provided by or 
approved by the Department, of all alligator hides being held 
in inventory. Failure to maintain complete records and to pay 
the required severance tax subjects any dealer to the full 
penalties.provided and the immediate revocation of his license 
by the Department. No license shall be issued to a dealer who 
has not paid the tax for the preceding year. Violation of 
this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

7. Alligator parts dealers acquiring alligator parts, shall 
complete an official alligator parts purchase form at the time 
of each purchase. Alligator parts dealers selling alligator 
parts, shall complete an official alligator parts sale form 
at the time of each sale. These forms shall be furnished by 
or approved by the Department and shall be submitted to the 
Department annually, no later than June 30, and;

(a) Alligator parts dealers shall furnish a bill of sale 
to anyone purchasing alligator parts.

(b) The records of transactions involving alligator 
parts shall be available for inspection by the Department 
and shall be maintained complete for a period of one year 
following any transaction.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

8. Any alligator parts retailer purchasing finished alligator 
parts shall maintain a bill of sale for each purchase for a 
period of six months after such purchase and these records 
shall be available for inspection by the Department. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
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Title 56.

L. Alligator Meat.
1. Alligator meat from lawfully taken alligators can only be 
sold according to state and federal laws, Louisiana Department 
of Health and Hospitals regulations and Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission regulations. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator meat processed in the State of Louisiana and sold 
for human consumption must be processed in a licensed facility 
approved by the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 
and the facility must display a valid permit issued by that 
agency. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

3. All processed alligator meat for sale must be packaged in 
suitable containers which identifies the contents as alligator 
meat, marked with a valid Department license number and comply 
with all state and federal packaging and labeling 
requirements. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.

4. All alligator meat shipped into the state and being offered 
for sale must meet all of Louisiana's health, processing, 
packaging and labeling requirements. Violation of this part 
is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

M. Disposal of Alligators by the Department.

1. The Department may sell alligators, alligator eggs or parts 
of alligators taken for any purpose deemed necessary for 
proper management of the species pursuant to Title 56.

2. The Department may dispose of alligators, alligator eggs, 
or parts of alligators by donation or lending to a scientific 
institution or other institutions that the Department deems 
have need for such alligators, however these institutions 
cannot sell or barter these animals which must be returned to 
the Department at the conclusion of the program or need.

3. Confiscated alligator hides and parts may be destroyed by 
the Department pending the outcome of the criminal trial.

4. Confiscated alligator eggs or live alligators may be sold 
or may be cared for by the Department and released in suitable 
alligator habitat when and where they can survive when 
appropriate. All costs incurred by the Department in the 
maintenance of these eggs and animals in captivity shall be 
the responsibility of the offender and restitution shall be 
made to the Department. The Department may consign
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confiscated alligators to a licensed farm for raising purposes 
and may compensate the farmer for his expenses by transferring 
ownership to him of a percentage of the confiscated 
alligators; not to exceed 50%.

N. Alligator Egg Collection.

1. Alligator egg collection permits are a three party permit 
between the Department, the permittee and a landowner/manager 
who owns or leases alligator nesting habitat determined by 
Department biologists to be capable of producing alligator 
eggs. The numbers of eggs to be collected will be based upon 
biological management criteria and will be determined annually 
by technical staff of the Department. The Department only 
estimates the numbers of eggs available and assumes no 
responsibility or offers no guarantee that those numbers of 
eggs will be available. Alligator egg collection permits may 
be obtained upon application to the Department on forms 
provided by the Department. The annual deadline for 
submitting applications for Alligator Egg Collection Permits 
is June 1. This program is experimental and may be changed 
at any time based on biological data to insure for proper 
management of the wild alligator population.

2. Alligator egg collection permits may be issued by the 
Department provided:

(a) Permittee is a properly licensed alligator farmer and 
meets all applicable requirements in Subsection 0 of 
these regulations (Alligator Farm Facility Requirements) .

(b) All land documentation required on the alligator egg 
collection permit has been presented to the Department.

(c) Department biologists determine the properties 
described on the permit application are indeed alligator 
nesting habitat and can sustain alligator egg 
collections.

(d) Applicant has obtained all legal and necessary 
signatures from landowners/land managers.

3. It is unlawful for an alligator farmer or a permitted 
Designated Collection Agent to collect eggs from properties 
other than those described in the alligator egg collection 
permit. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

4. An alligator farmer or designated collection agent in the 
act of collecting or possessing alligator eggs must possess 
on his or her person a copy of the fully executed alligator 
egg collection permit. The designated collection agent must

36



also possess a valid designated collection agent permit. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

5. Collection of wild alligator eggs can only be made after 
contacting the appropriate regional supervisor of the 
Enforcement Division no less than 24 hours prior to each 
collection trip. Violation of this part is a class 3 
violation as described in Title 56.

6. Alligator eggs can only be collected from the wild from 
official sunrise to official sunset and only during the 
established alligator egg collection season and shall not 
exceed the number on his Alligator Egg Collection Permit. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.

7. Alligator eggs collected from the wild must be collected 
and transported in a manner which insures the greatest 
survival of viable eggs as determined by Department 
biologists. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

8. Failure to hatch at least 70% of viable alligator eggs 
collected from the wild shall be considered a waste of 
Louisiana's natural resources. All alligator egg collection 
permits shall be revoked and no new permits issued should an 
alligator farmer be found to waste the resources of this state 
for two consecutive years.

9. Alligator egg collection permits shall be revoked and no 
new permits issued to alligator farmers who fail to average 
a minimum hatchling survival rate of 85% for two consecutive 
years.

10. The alligator egg collection permittee and the landowner 
are responsible for the physical return of the percentage of 
live alligators to the wild described on the alligator egg 
collection permit. This requirement is nontransferable. 
Minimum return rates will be based upon the state average 
hatching success which is 78%. Each alligator shall be 
returned to the original egg collection area within a maximum 
time of two (2) years from date of hatching. Each alligator 
shall be a minimum of 36" and a maximum of 60" (credit will 
not be given for inches above 60") in size and the returned 
sex ratio should contain at least 50% females. The alligator 
egg collection permittee/landowner are responsible for and 
must compensate in kind for alligator mortality which occurs 
for Department authorized return to the wild alligators; while 
being processed, stored, or transported. The Department shall 
be responsible for supervising the required return of these 
alligators. A Department transfer authorization permit is not
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required for return to the wild alligators which are delivered 
to the farm of origin no more than 48 hours prior to being 
processed for wild release. Releases back to the wild will 
only occur between March 15 and September 30 of each calendar 
year provided that environmental conditions as determined by 
the Department are favorable for survival of the released 
alligators. Should an alligator egg collection permittee be 
unable to release the required number of alligators to the 
wild from his own stock, he shall be required to purchase 
additional alligators from another farmer to meet compliance 
with the alligator egg collection permit and these 
regulations, as supervised by the Department. Department 
sanctioned participants in ongoing studies involving 
survivability and return rates are exempt from these 
requirements during the period of the study. Violation of 
this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

11. The percentage of alligators to be returned to the wild 
shall be selected from the healthiest of all alligators of 
that year class. Abnormal or deformed alligators are not 
acceptable for release into the wild. It is unlawful for 
alligators that are to be returned to the wild to be 
transported out of state. Violation of this part is a class 
4 violation as described in Title 56.

O. Alligator Farm Facility Requirements.

1. All first time applicants for a nongame quadruped breeder's 
or exhibitor's license who will house alligators on their 
premises shall show compliance of the following minimum 
facilities as applicable to their particular operation during 
a required facility examination by Department personnel prior 
to license issuance:

(a) Secured premises with adequate barriers to prevent 
escape of enclosed alligators and entry by alligators 
from outside the farm and to deter theft of alligators.

(b) Source of clean, fresh water which shall be adequate 
to ensure for proper care of all alligator stock and 
facilities. This requirement shall be determined by 
Department personnel.

(c) Provisions for both dry area and pooled water within 
the secured area adequate for the numbers of alligators 
to be housed on the premises. This requirement will be 
determined by Department personnel.

(d) Provision for winter protection, either through 
adequate denning space or an enclosed, controlled- 
temperature environment of a design acceptable to the 
Department.
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(e) All controlled-temperature alligator sheds shall be 
of a design acceptable to the Department. Each shed 
shall be capable of maintaining a minimum constant 
temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit. Minimum space 
requirements for alligators housed in the shed shall be:

(i) One square foot of space shall be required for 
each alligator less than 24" in length.

(ii) Three square feet of space shall be required 
for each alligator measuring 25" to 48" in length.

(iii) One additional square foot of space shall be 
required for each additional 6 inches of alligator 
length for alligators above four feet in length.

(f) All alligator egg incubators shall be of a design 
acceptable to the Department. Each incubator shall 
maintain a water and air temperature of 85 to 91 degrees 
fahrenheit during the egg incubation.

(g) Applicant must be in compliance with all laws and 
regulations pertaining to zoning, construction, health 
and environmental standards and must possess any and all 
applicable permits and licenses.

(h) All alligator facilities should be constructed in a 
suitable location so as to minimize contact with people.

2. Following initial issuance of applicable license, all 
applicable facility requirements shall be adhered to and 
Department personnel have the authority to inspect any and all 
of the facilities at any time. Failure to adhere to the 
requirements shall be a violation of these rules and violators 
will be given 60 days to correct the problem. Failure to 
comply shall result in confiscation of all animals and/or 
closure of all facilities. Violation of this part is a class 
3 violation as described in Title 56.

3. All alligator farmers possessing alligator eggs outside an 
alligator nest should house these eggs in an incubator 
providing constant temperature and humidity conditions. All 
incubators used to incubate alligator eggs shall be of a 
design to allow for maximum temperature control and conform 
to Department requirements to allow for the maximum hatching 
success. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

4. All alligator farmers possessing alligator hatchlings shall 
house hatchlings in controlled environmental chambers capable 
of maintaining a minimum temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit 
year round and containing dry and wet areas of sufficient
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surface area to permit all alligators to completely submerge 
in water. All alligators 48" or less in length shall be 
housed in environmental chambers unless a special permit is 
issued by the Department to move them to outside growth areas. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

5. Alligator farmers shall house alligators of different 
lengths into at least three groups, providing separation for 
all alligators less than two feet in length, two to four feet 
in length, and over four feet in length. Land and water areas 
sufficient for complete submersion or complete exit from water 
shall be provided for each group of alligators held. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. All facilities, alligator stock, and records are subject 
to examination by Department personnel prior to permitting and 
thereafter during farm operation. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

7. It shall be unlawful for alligator eggs or alligators to 
be moved from a licensed premises without permitting/approval 
of the Department. Violation of this part is a class 3 
violation as described in Title 56.

8. Any alligator egg or alligator raised on an alligator farm 
shall be cared for under conditions that do not threaten the 
survival of such egg and alligator as determined by the 
biological staff of the Fur & Refuge Division. In making such 
determination, Fur & Refuge Division biologists shall take 
into consideration sanitary conditions, temperature control, 
feeding, overcrowding and other conditions which effect the 
survival of alligator eggs and alligators. If the biological 
staff of the Fur & Refuge Division determines that the 
survival of any alligator egg or alligator is threatened due 
to the conditions on an alligator farm, the Department shall 
notify the alligator farmer and shall provide the farmer with 
60 days to take corrective action. If the farmer fails to 
take corrective action within 60 days, the Department shall 
have the authority to confiscate any alligator egg or 
alligator which remains under conditions that threaten the 
survival of such alligator egg or alligator and to dispose of 
such alligator egg or alligator as the Department deems 
necessary. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

P. Exceptions.

1. The Department or an authorized representative of the 
Department may take by any means and possess alligators or 
parts of alligators while in the performance of official
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duties.

2. These regulations shall not prohibit a person from killing 
an alligator in immediate defense of his or her life or the 
lives of others. Alligators killed under this provision must 
be reported to the Department within 24 hours.

Q. Penalty for Violation.

1. In order to facilitate greater control over alligator 
trafficking, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries finds that public welfare imperatively requires 
emergency action when the provisions of these regulations are 
violated.

2. In addition to all penalties set forth herein, violators 
may be subject to criminal prosecution under provisions of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes, particularly Titles 14 and 56 and 
under Federal law.

3. In addition to all other penalties provided by these rules 
and by statute, violation of any part of these regulations may 
result in the suspension and/or revocation of any or all 
alligator licenses/permits held by the violator and, as 
further penalty, for serious, repeat, or multiple violations, 
the Department shall have the right to deny a violator any and 
all licenses/permits relating to alligators for a period not 
to exceed three (3) years.

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that imminent peril to 
the public welfare exists because the present rule is no longer 
completely valid because of recent legislative changes concerning 
the alligator program adopted with the recent signing into law of 
HB923, HB1314 and SB647, rulings of state courts, pending federal 
litigation and concerns of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
These changes could drastically impact a thriving 30 million dollar 
Louisiana industry if action is not immediately taken. 
Implementation of the emergency rule will permit uninterrupted 
continuation of this valuable renewable natural resource program. 
The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
authorize and delegate to the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, the authority to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to renew this emergency 
declaration if needed to insure the final rule is promulgated, 
including but not limited to filing of the Fiscal and Economic 
Impact Statements, the filing of the Notice of Intent and 
preparation of reports and correspondence to other agencies of 
government.

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Chairman

41



%

The next topic discussed was on Shrimp Bait Dealers. Mr. Greg 
D*Angelo, an attorney representing shrimpers from St. Bernard and 
Plaquemines Parish, began with a request for an emergency 
resolution to stop the future issuance of bait permits. Mr. 
D'Angelo then proceeded to read a portion of a letter sent to each 
of the Commission members. Commissioner Pol asked Mr. D'Angelo why 
is this being done, what are the bait shrimpers doing wrong; and 
who in enforcement have they talked to about this problem. 
Commissioner Mialjevich stated that at the last meeting, he had 
requested the Department get dollar figures on this issue. Then 
Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr. D'Angelo if he had any figures 
to show proof of any economic harm; how many bait fishermen in Zone 
I; how many pounds of shrimp are harvested by these bait fishermen. 
At this point, Mr. Don Puckett recommended to the Commission that 
because of the lawsuit that has been filed, no further discussion 
should ensue on this topic until such time as it is resolved in the 
courts. Mr. Corky Perret advised the Commission that the 
information requested was available but would hold it for a later 
date.

Mr. Corky Perret gave an update on the Shrimp Task Force and 
Shrimp Plan. The Shrimp Task Force meeting was cancelled because 
of Hurricane Andrew, but a draft had gone to the staff and the co
contractors for review and will request comments. Review and 
revision will be done in September; a public hearing will be held 
in October; revisions from the public hearing will be made in 
November; and then to the Commission for approval in December. 
Commissioner Mialjevich requested the Department give a pre
briefing for the shrimp plan before the Commission Meeting. 
Chairman Jenkins advised the Shrimp and Oyster sub-committee of the 
Commission to meet with the Department personnel. Chairman Jenkins 
asked when a copy of the shrimp plan would be available; and 
requested a discussion on the shrimp plan.

The Fishery Management Plans discussion was continued by Mr. 
Corky Perret by providing an outline of the plans to date from the 
Gulf Council, Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission, and by each 
of the States in the Gulf, and the Marine and Freshwater Plans by 
the Department. Chairman Jenkins requested information on what the 
dates mean.

The monthly update on Civil Restitutions was presented by Ms. 
Wynnette Fees. A copy of the report format was provided to each 
of the Commission members and a discussion followed on the figures 
that will be provided. During the month of August, $5,200 was 
collected; issued assessments valued at $26,000; and credited 
$3,400 in confiscated goods. Commissioner Jones asked about the 
legal firm working with the Department and status of the redfish 
case. Commissioner Mialjevich questioned if any penalties that are 
being assessed now could be provided to victims of the Hurricane 
and would like to know if any circumstances such as this could 
occur. He further stated that possible leniency for these victims
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should occur. Commissioner Jones went on record as being opposed 
to Commissioner Mialjevich's request. Then, Commissioner Jones 
asked about the fish kills that occurred last year and if civil 
penalties have been assessed. After hearing discussion from Ms. 
Kees, Mr. Bennie Fontenot and Mr. Don Puckett regarding this 
particular case. Commissioner Jones requested to pursue the fish 
kill case. Mr. Puckett emphasized that the program is supported 
and he will make every effort to make it work. Mr. Fred Prejean 
mentioned a request for a Commission member to participate in an 
ad hoc committee which reviews Civil Restitutions. At the request 
of Chairman Jenkins and with the approval of the Commission, 
Commissioner Jones has been appointed to serve on this committee.

The Private Lands - Louisiana waterfowl Project was presented 
by Mr. Jimmy Emfinger. Last year, the Wildlife Division began to 
create a project which involved the development of wetland habitat 
on private lands. In May 1992, an announcement was made entitled 
the "Louisiana Waterfowl Project” which is a joint venture between 
the Department, Ducks Unlimited, Soil Conservation Service and the 
private sectors. After providing an update on this project, Mr. 
Emfinger introduced two guests, Mr. Calvin Braxton and Mr. Mark 
Dubea, to the Commission. A presentation of framed Louisiana Duck 
Stamp posters was made to Mr. Braxton.

Mr. Emfinger also introduced Mr. Robbie Howard, the Private 
Lands Biologist, and he presented an update and outlook for the 
program through a slide presentation. The area of the Louisiana 
Private Lands Waterfowl Program covers the northeast parishes of 
Louisiana in the delta region. The partners involved in the 
program include the landowners. Ducks Unlimited, Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Soil Conservation Service. The 
landowners signs a 10 year agreement and then the projects are 
reviewed by a committee to make sure it is a worthwhile project. 
Signs are posted at the landowners site to show the cooperators 
involved with the project. To date, 25 to 30 landowners have been 
contacted and about one-half have been surveyed. Commissioner 
Jones asked if the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is a cooperator; 
what the basic agreement entailed? and if there was a reason for 
not working with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. Mr. Hugh 
Bateman thanked Mr. Howard for his presentation and informed the 
Commission that the source of funding comes from the resident 
Louisiana Duck Stamp program to support this project.

Coastal Wetlands Activities & Programs was next discussed by 
Mr. Corky Ferret. He informed the Commission that some materials 
were forwarded to Chairman Jenkins from Mr. Maumus Claverie of GCCA 
which indicated concerns relative to coastal restoration/alteration 
activities going on in Louisiana. Then, Mr. Ferret read a portion 
of Mr. Claverie1 s letter concerning the Commission's responsibility 
to "...actively advocate on behalf of the saltwater finfish 
constituency improvement of or no net loss of the functionality and 
value of the saltwater fisheries habitat and estuaries". Dr. Lyn
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Bahr, Executive Assistant to the Governor in the Office of Coastal 
Activity and Dr. Bill Good, Administrator of the Coastal 
Restoration Activities for the Department of Natural Resources were 
invited to talk on this topic.

Dr. Lyn Bahr introduced the Commission to the broad picture 
of what is happening to save the coast of Louisiana. Four issues 
that are very important to wetlands include the habitat; the energy 
source; the water quality enhancement value; and general heritage 
value of the wetland. In 1989, the Coastal Restoration program was 
set up which is funded from oil and gas. The Breaux-Johnston Act 
which was passed in 1990, and works with the state program, is a 
federal task force comprised of the Corps of Engineers, 
Environmental Protection Agency, Fish & Wildlife Service, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, Soil Conservation Service and the State 
to bring money for this problem. A medium estimate for restoring 
the coast of Louisiana would be approximately 3 billion dollars. 
Dr. Bahr represents the Governor on the task force and alternate 
ways to match the federal money needs to be looked into so this 
money can be continued. A plan is being developed for the coast 
of Louisiana by this task force which includes dividing the coast 
into drainage basins.

Mr. Maumus Claverie provided a historical look into the 
erosion of the coast. There is not much information available on 
marine environment and this poses a problem. Mr. Claverie asked 
the Commission, as a result of a bill passed by Representative 
Roach, to start advocating on behalf of the marine fisheries 
constituency before it is too late. The National Marine Fisheries 
Service has stated that 25% of the marine estuary system will be 
lost to marsh management projects. This undertaking will be new 
for the Department as well as the Commission. The instructions for 
the Commission are to deal with the functionality and value of 
wetlands for the marine fishery resources. The bottom line, 
according to Mr. Claverie, would be if the Commission could 
convince everybody that what is being done is good for the marine 
fisheries resources, that constituency has to go ask for more 
money. Chairman Jenkins thanked Mr. Claverie for presenting this 
to the Commission and advised that he was not aware of the Roach 
bill, then tried to fully understand what the Commission can do. 
Mr. Ferret agreed with Mr. Claverie in some ways, but did not agree 
with the Department's input being provided. Chairman Jenkins 
requested to know what section in the Department would handle this.

Dr. Bill Good from the Department of Natural Resources began 
his presentation with a brief description of the program and also 
provided a copy of a map showing coastal land loss. In 1989, 
Louisiana was losing 40 square miles of coastal wetlands per year. 
Louisiana receives from 25 million dollars down to 5 million 
dollars per year depending on mineral revenues. Mr. Good pointed 
out that the program emphasized the estuaries, the need for the 
freshwater and the need for the saline marshes. There exists a
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very intensive monitoring program with permanent data collection 
instruments. Some of the on-going projects discussed included the 
Barrier Island Restoration, Freshwater Diversions, Terracing, and 
Marsh Management or Hydrologic Restoration. Dr. Good mentioned 
that a lot of the land loss is occurring in older fresher areas at 
the upper end of the estuaries.

Mr. Maumus Claverie restated that there is a movement going 
on to save the marsh and noted that instead of losing 50 square 
miles a year, we are now only losing 25 square miles a year. 
Chairman Jenkins requested Mr. Ferret or one of his staff look at 
the bill and come up with a plan of how this is being done and 
attempt to do it for the next meeting.

Commissioner Mialjevich began the discussion on 
Reconsideration of the Spotted Seatrout Management by reintroducing 
Mr. James Bourge from Abbeville. Mr. Bourge previously mailed an 
information packet to each of the Commission members which detailed 
the basis for this discussion. Commissioner Mialjevich requested 
Mr. Bourge to outline what he is seeking of the Commission. Mr. 
Bourge stated they want the Commission to readdress the issue, how 
it was handled and what is being done to the commercial fishermen. 
Commissioner Mialjevich read a portion of Mr. Bourge's petition and 
then made a motion to accept Mr. Bourge's request. This motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. Commissioner Pol, at this 
point, made a substitute motion and stated his reason for the 
substitution. These reasons included the tremendous fish kills 
that occurred; the imminent opening of the commercial season; the 
months and hours of meetings to formulate the plan; the possibility 
of an imminent lawsuit. The substitute motion Commissioner Pol 
made was to postpone indefinitely the consideration of Commissioner 
Mialjevich's motion. Commissioner Jones seconded the substitute 
motion. Commissioner Mialjevich stated he would have to speak 
against the substitute motion. Commissioner Pol called for the 
question on the substitute motion. Chairman Jenkins asked for a 
vote on the question and all agreed with opposition from 
Commissioner Mialjevich and Commissioner Gisclair. Then Chairman 
Jenkins called for a vote on the substitute motion. Commissioner 
Jones, Commissioner Schneider, and Commissioner Pol voted for the 
substitute motion while Commissioner Mialjevich, Commissioner 
Vujnovich and Commissioner Gisclair voted against it. Chairman 
Jenkins broke the tie by voting for the substitute motion. 
Commissioner Vujnovich explained his reason for voting against the 
substitute motion.

Continuation of the Civil Restitutions occurred at this time. 
Mr. Don Puckett explained the job Mr. Brian Babin will be doing 
for the Department and then introduced him to the Commission. Mr. 
Babin expounded on what his job would be and then provided a 
background on his experience. Commissioner Mialjevich questioned 
Mr. Babin if he has had the opportunity to look over any cases he 
would be handling and how soon before starting into them.
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Commissioner Jones wished Mr. Babin good luck and stated there was 
a lot to be done.

The Aircraft Policy update was provided by Chairman Jenkins. 
At the suggestion of Commissioner Pol, Chairman Jenkins had a 
meeting with Mr.^Herring and other Department employees and agreed 
to continue with the policy for a few months to see if it works.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for August was given by 
Col. Winton Vidrine. The following number of citations were issued 
during the month of August.

Region I - Minden - 56 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 62 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 101 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 63 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 222 citations.

Region VI - Opelousas - 203 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 316 citations.
Region VIII - New Orleans - 300 citations.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 220 citations.

The Oyster Strike Force issued 107 citations and 54 citations 
were issued by SWEP. The Special Strike Force issued 96 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month 
of August was 2,059 citations. Col Vidrine informed Commissioner 
Jones on the pelican eggs case that 5 people were cited in the 
case, 4 were found guilty and 1 not guilty. The 4 guilty people 
were sentenced to 120 days in jail, probation for 365 days, and 200 
hours of community service work. Commissioner Gisclair queried 
about what constitutes a Class 1 violation; if a report is received 
on the outcome of these violations. Chairman Jenkins asked about 
the reckless operation of a motorboat citation issued.

Chairman Jenkins requested Mr. Gene Rackle and Mr. John 
Roussel to come forward and asked if a letter of thanks would be 
in order to Mr. Fontenot for saving one of the airplanes.

The Secretary's Report to the Commission was given by Mr. Joe 
Herring. He began by giving each Commission member a new Marine 
Recreational Fishing map provided by the Department. Commissioner 
Pol requested the availability of the six maps in this series. 
Secretary Herring complimented and thanked the staff for showing
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up for work on August 26, the day of Hurricane Andrew and on 
Thursday morning, work began immediately on assessing the damages 
to Wildlife Management Areas, private property, and some of the 
fish kills. He further thanked the Fish & Wildlife Service and the 
news media. This Hurricane was probably the worst as far as fish 
kills are concerned and with the path of the Hurricane up the 
Atchafalaya Basin, this became a massive fish kill. Personnel from 
other states contacted the Department offering their personnel with 
any assistance we might need. Secretary Herring mentioned that a 
video on the effects of the Hurricane was to be presented.

Mr. Hugh Bateman, of the Wildlife Division, prefaced the 
Commission with mentioning that he contacted South Carolina and 
Florida on possible reports of their damage assessments. In 
viewing the video, the Sherburne Wildlife Management Area showed 
a lot of physical damage to the timber, power lines were down, but 
no water was standing in the agricultural fields which we were 
fortunate for. One of the major problems for the Division would 
be the number of trees down in the roads. It will take a massive 
amount of man-power to clear this situation. The number of trees 
damaged at the Sherburne WMA was estimated at about 10 to 25%.
The Attakapas Wildlife Management Area was the next area discussed. 
The tree damage for this area was as much as 50% snapped off or 
laying flat up to as high as 90% laying on the ground. Some dead 
deer were reported almost immediately along the coast of Terrebonne 
Parish. Mr. Bateman stated he would be sending an assessment 
report on the deer status. Game losses included mourning doves and 
squirrels as being the hardest hit; approximately 50 deer lost 
along the coast; maybe some direct loss of wild turkeys, 
particularly in the young animals. Mr. Bateman further reported 
that at this time, there was no need to alter or change any hunting 
regulations. The eagle nests and the brown pelican nests were to 
be looked at for losses and monitoring will be continued. An 
increase in law enforcement was recommended in the lower parishes 
which were most affected by the Hurricane.

Mr. Joey Shepard provided the information for the Marine 
Division on the effects of the Hurricane. The Thursday after the 
Hurricane there were dead fish in the Four League Bay area and 
identification of these fish was attempted. Discovered were some 
black drum, menhaden, mullet, catfish, garfish, eels, sharks and 
other types of fish. Mr. John Roussel continued with more 
discussion on the fish kill in that particular area. The magnitude 
of the kill encompassed an 18 to 20 mile area on 2 separate 
shorelines. A survey of the Bay Junop and Sister Lake area showed 
quite an extensive oyster mortality; with additional work to be 
continued. There was a lot of debris on the waterbottom which will 
cause problems for the shrimp industry. The coastal facility at 
Sister Lake camp was damaged pretty extensively; the Marine Lab 
facility sustained minor damage. Mr. Roussel acknowledged all of 
his employees in the Marine Division.
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The Fur and Refuge Division report was given by Mr. James 
Manning. The New Iberia Office was running on generator power, 
lost the boat shed doors, had damage to the laboratory facility, 
and internal damage in the office, but faired pretty well. The 
Atchafalaya Delta complex, which was near where the eye of the 
Hurricane came through, was totally annihilated. Some of the 
levees on the freshwater impoundment for waterfowl were lost and, 
fish kills occurred throughout the main Delta islands. The Isle 
Dernieres Wildlife Refuge lost an average of 1001 shoreline to 
erosion; 750 pairs of brown pelicans were nesting there, but last 
count there had been just 75 birds. About one-third of Wine Island 
was lost. Point-au-Chien took in 2 1/2 foot more water from this 
Hurricane than from Hurricane Juan and lost the lower part of the 
area. Marsh Island took minimum damage; the boat sheds were 
affected? lost the front steps on the main headquarters building. 
State Wildlife and Rockefeller Refuge suffered no damage. Wildlife 
damage in the marsh areas was about a 50% loss in the alligator 
nests, scattered reports of dead nutria and alligators but not very 
significant.

Mr. Bennie Fontenot talked about the fish kill in the 
Atchafalaya River Basin area from Highway 190 south. The water was 
black and stinky and the only thing found surviving was a few 
garfish. The black water in the Basin contains no oxygen. The 
fish were gasping for air at the Belle River Landing. Oxygen 
readings were not found to be above .5 ppm and as low as .2 ppm. 
Mr. Fontenot stated that he had 5 crews working in other parts of 
the basin where fish kills were now occurring. An estimate of the 
kill in the Basin has been made but felt the figures were very 
conservative. The Division employees doing the work were thanked 
by Mr. Fontenot. Chairman Jenkins asked what caused the kill and 
asked if this would be good cause for mentioning the new hatchery 
again for restocking purposes.

Secretary Herring requested Mr. Corky Ferret give an economic 
assessment for the Department. The monetary impacts of the 
Hurricane on fish and wildlife resources were divided into three 
categories: 1) direct impacts on the Department; 2) direct 
resource loss? and 3) impacts on the industry. The total impact 
was $266,206,515. The breakdown for the direct impacts on the 
Department were: $500,000 for personnel cost, purchases, etc. ; 
and approximately $5,000,000 in facility damage. For the direct 
resource loss, the breakdown as far as replacement value goes for 
freshwater fish was just under $160,000,000; marine fish was 
$7,800,000? oyster on the public grounds was $3,500,000; wildlife 
game was just under $3,000,000? non-game species was just over 
$2,000,000; fur and alligators was just under $5,000,000; and 
timber damages was $1,650,000 which totaled a direct loss of fish 
and wildlife resources of about $183,000,000. The breakdown for 
the third category, the impacts on the industry, were: 
recreational fishing $12,000,000; commercial fishing $54,000,000; 
fur and alligator $12,000,000; hunting $500,000 for a total of
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$78,500,000. In this assessment, the habitat damage had not been 
included. The Louisiana Congressional Delegates will try to assist 
the Department and fishing industry. Commissioner Mialjevich 
requested if there was a possibility for economic disaster loans 
to aid the victims.

The last item on the Secretary's Report, Secretary Herring 
reminded the Commission of a resolution passed last year concerning 
speckled seatrout, and further informed that a resolution was 
passed this past legislative session permitting the commercial 
fishing of speckled trout on weekends. An opinion from the 
Attorney General's office had been requested seeking which way to 
go. Mr. Don Puckett mentioned the opinion should be received 
within two weeks to a month. Commissioner Jones asked if, in Mr. 
Puckett's opinion, a concurrent resolution was the same as an urge 
and request. Commissioner Pol questioned what was actually asked 
of the Attorney General to rule on. Commissioner Jones asked if 
a ruling had been received on the payment of legal fees.

The December Meeting Date was set for December 3, 1992 in the 
Baton Rouge office.

Chairman Jenkins called for Public Comments at this time. 
Commissioner Mialjevich requested the Commission pass a resolution 
to suspend the TED regulations for 180 days. This resolution would 
be forwarded to Governor Edwards, President Bush, Honorable Bill 
Clinton and the Louisiana Congressional Delegation. Chairman 
Jenkins inquired if the TED regulations apply to state waters and 
would the TED deflect the trash out of the nets. Chairman Jenkins 
requested a motion to add the item to agenda. Motion was made by 
Commissioner Mialjevich and seconded by Commissioner Gisclair with 
no opposition. Commissioner Mialjevich read the Therefore Be It 
Resolved portion of the resolution and made a motion for the 
acceptance of the resolution. This was seconded by Commissioner 
Gisclair and carried with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution 
is made a part of the record.)

Resolution to Suspend TED Regulation 
Adopted by

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Commerce, National Marine 
Fisheries Service has adopted regulations pursuant to the 
Endangered Species Act for the protection of Sea Turtles, 
and

WHEREAS, these regulations require shrimpers fishing with otter 
trawls in the Gulf of Mexico south of Louisiana to equip 
each trawl in use with a Turtle Excluder Device (TED),
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WHEREAS, it has been demonstrated that when debris, i.e. grass and 
sticks, are encountered on the waterbottom these TEDs 
cannot be made to function properly, greatly increasing 
the shrimp loss to fishermen, and

WHEREAS, Hurricane Andrew, which hit the Louisiana Coast on August 
25 and 26, placed tremendous amounts of debris on the 
waterbottom off the Louisiana coast, and

WHEREAS, it is anticipated it will take a minimum of one hundred 
eighty (180) days or longer before this debris dissipates 
through natural processes, and

WHEREAS, this debris will cause shrimpers additional losses of 
catch and revenue during a time when production has been 
below, average, further exasperating the financial 
condition of the shrimp industry,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby urge and request the U.S. 
Department of Commerce to suspend for a minimum of one 
hundred eighty (180) days the requirement that shrimpers 
using otter trawls to fish for shrimp use TEDs, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be transmitted to the 
Honorable Edwin Edwards, Governor of the State of 
Louisiana; the Honorable George Bush, President of the 
United States; the Honorable Bill Clinton, Governor of 
the State of Arkansas; and the Louisiana Congressional 
Delegation.

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Chairman Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Louisiana Department of Wildlife
Commission & Fisheries

Mr. Corky Ferret informed the Commission that the information 
on the economic impact of Hurricane Andrew was supplied to 
Washington and felt certain of assistance with federal monies.

With no other public comments received, Commissioner
Mialjevich made a motion to adjourn ting.

T Herring
Secretary

JLH:sch
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING Cx>vyv£-*^''U '

OF ?/, s/fa
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

September 3, 1992

Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr. presiding.

Thursday, September 3, 1992

Bert Jones 
Perry Gisclair 
Tee John Mialjevich 
Warren Pol 
Jeff Schneider 
Pete Vujnovich

Secretary Joe L. Herring was also present.

Chairman Jenkins called for a motion for approval of the 
August 6, 1992, Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made 
by Commissioner Vujnovich and seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. 
The motion passed unanimously.

The Election of Vice-Chairman was next discussed. The 
nomination of Commissioner Jones was made by Commissioner Schneider 
and seconded by Commissioner Vujnovich. Commissioner Pol moved 
that the nominations be closed with a second by Commissioner 
Schneider. Commissioner Jones was approved unanimously as Vice- 
Chairman for the Commission.

Mr. Robert Helm presented the Declaration of Emergency for the 
1992-93 Waterfowl Hunting Seasons. Mr. Helm reminded the 
Commission of the action taken at the August Commission Meeting and 
further stated that action on a Declaration of Emergency should be 
taken. Mr. Helm then read the proposed season dates and the 
"Therefore Be It Resolved" portion of a Resolution. Correspondence 
had been received by the Department concerning the proposed dates, 
particularly in the East Zone. The majority of the complaints 
dealt with the lack of hunting on Thanksgiving weekend and 
preferred an earlier season. Chairman Jenkins asked for comments 
from the Commission and audience and received none. He further 
requested a motion on the Resolution and Commissioner Pol made a 
motion to accept the Resolution and was seconded by Commissioner 
Vujnovich. The motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the 
Declaration of Emergency and 
Resolution is made a part of the 
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY



Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provision of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of 
R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopt 
the following Emergency Rule.

The hunting seasons for ducks, coots and geese during the 
1992-93 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS

DUCKS AND COOTS: (CLOSED SEASON ON CANVASBACK)

West Zone: (30 days) November 21 - December 5, and December
26 - January 9.

East Zone: (30 days) November 21 - November 27, and December
26 - January 17.

Catahoula Lake Zone: (30 days) November 21 - December 20

Daily Bag Limits: The daily bag limit on ducks is 3 and may
include no more than 2 mallards (no more than 1 of which 
may be a female), 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail 
and 1 redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers: The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1
of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are 
in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit: The possession limit on ducks, coots and
mergansers is twice the daily bag limit.

Geese: Statewide Season

November 21 - December 12, December 19 - February 4, and 
February 5 - February 14. Daily bag limit is 7 in the
aggregate of blue, snow and white-fronted geese of which not 
more than 2 may be white-fronted (specklebellies). During the 
last 10 days (February 5 - February 14), only blue and snow 
geese may be taken. During the EXPERIMENTAL Canada Goose 
Season (January 20 - January 28), the daily bag limit for 
Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not more than 
1 can be a Canada goose. Possession limit is twice the daily 
bag limit.

Experimental Canada Goose Season: January 20 - January 28
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An Experimental Canada Goose Season will be open in a portion 
of southwest Louisiana. The area shall be described as 
follows:

Easterly from the Texas line along Highway 12 to Ragley; 
then easterly along U.S. 190 from Ragley to its junction 
with 1-49 near Opelousas; then south along 1-49 to its 
junction with Highway 167 near Lafayette; then south 
along Highway 167 from Lafayette to its junction with 
Highway 82 at Abbeville; then south and west along 
Highway 82 to the Intracoastal Waterway at Forked Island; 
then westerly along the Intracoastal Waterway from Forked 
Island to the junction of the Intracoastal Waterway and 
the Calcasieu Ship Channel; then south along the west 
side of the Calcasieu Ship Channel to Highway 82 at 
Cameron; then westerly along Highway 82 to the Texas 
line. All lands lying within these boundaries shall be 
open for the experimental Canada goose season except all 
open waters of Lake Arthur and the Mermentau River from 
the Highway 14 bridge southward.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the 
Experimental Canada Goose Season. A permit is required 
of everyone, regardless of age, and a non-refundable 
$5.00 administrative fee will be charged. This permit 
may be obtained from the Lake Charles, Opelousas, Baton 
Rouge Offices.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is 
mandatory. Failure to submit this information to the 
Department by February 15, 1993 will result in the hunter 
not being allowed to participate in the Experimental 
Canada Goose Season the following year.

Shooting Hours: One half hour before sunrise to sunset.
James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman

RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 3, 1992

The following was adopted bv the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission at its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. September 3. 1992.

WHEREAS, Hugh A. Bateman, Administrator of the Wildlife Division, 
has attended public hearings in Washington, D.C. on
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migratory hunting regulations, and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing migratory season 
framework have been developed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
has presented recommendations for migratory species 
including season dates, bag limits and shooting hours, 
and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting 
seasons for migratory species within the constraints of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt the attached 
season dates, bag limits and shooting hours by 
Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Declaration of Emergency will be 
in effect beginning November 1, 1992 and extends through 
sunset February 28, 1993, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates will be forwarded to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as regulations set for 
Louisiana's 1992-93 Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries

The Ducks Unlimited, Inc. Payment was brought before the 
Commission by Mr. Hugh Bateman. The purpose was to suggest that 
a proposal be made to authorize the Secretary to direct the use of 
the Ducks Unlimited payment to the Prairie Habitat Joint Venture 
in Canada. By statute, 10% of the hunting license sales is 
contributed to Ducks Unlimited for wetland conservation projects 
in Canada. This contribution would be matched by the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation and then again in Canada and would triple 
in dollar amount. Chairman Jenkins asked for the impact on the 
Adopt a Pothole Program; questioned if the money, by law, had to 
be given to DU or could it be given to anybody; what the payment 
would be; and asked about the over-payment to Ducks Unlimited. 
Chairman Jenkins asked Mr. Bateman for his recommendation and then 
requested comments from the Commission. Commissioner Pol reminded 
the Commission that Mr. Bateman was the person who recommended not
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doing anything with the Adopt a Pothole Program and to go with 
Ducks Unlimited. Chairman Jenkins asked for comments from the 
audience and received none. Mr. Bateman read the "Therefore Be It 
Resolved" portion of the Resolution. A motion by Commissioner Pol 
to accept the resolution was made and seconded by Commissioner 
Jones and passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution 
is made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 3, 1992

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries makes 
an annual contribution to Ducks Unlimited, Inc. for 
wetland conservation projects in the Canadian Provinces 
of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, and

WHEREAS, this contribution is made by the sportsmen of Louisiana 
through hunting license sales and has been authorized by 
statute, and

WHEREAS, the North American Waterfowl Management Plan through the 
International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
has set up funding procedures so that non-federal 
contributions, such as Louisiana's, which are designed 
specifically for wetlands projects within the Prairie 
Habitat Joint Venture can be matched by U.S. Government 
sources and again by the Canadian Government, and

WHEREAS, this action would allow these matching funds to triple 
the dollar impact of the Department's contribution to 
Ducks Unlimited, Inc. for wetlands conservation projects 
in Canada, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission authorizes the Secretary of the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to contact Ducks 
Unlimited, Inc. and require the expenditure of 
Louisiana's annual contribution be within the Prairie 
Habitat Joint Venture.

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries
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The next item discussed was the Setting of the Fur Harvest 
Season by Mr. Johnnie Tarver. Mr. Tarver began by giving a history 
for the 1991-92 season. There were only 1,500 licenses sold with 
only a harvest of about 250,000 nutria. A portion of southeast 
Louisiana was included in a 15 day extension of the season last 
year which resulted in an additional 30,000 nutria being harvested. 
Prices for this year are expected to be in excess of last year's 
prices. Mr. Tarver then proceeded to read the dates of the season 
from the Declaration of Emergency. Chairman Jenkins asked if the 
tags could be tied on to the otters and bobcats. Mr. Tarver 
continued with reading the "Therefore Be It Resolved" portion of 
the Resolution. Chairman Jenkins asked for questions from the 
Commission and audience and heard none. A motion to accept the 
Resolution was made by Commissioner Gisclair and seconded by 
Commissioner Schneider and passed unanimously.

(The full text of the 
Declaration of Emergency and 
Resolution is made a part of the 
record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953 (b) , 
the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:967 which allows the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to 
set the furbearer trapping season and the rules regulating it, and 
R.S. 56:260, the 1992-93 furbearer trapping season is hereby 
established in accordance with the following regulations:

The season for the trapping of furbearers by licensed trappers 
shall be:

NORTH ZONE - All furbearers, November 20, 1992 through
February 15, 1993.

SOUTH ZONE - All furbearers, December 1, 1992 through February 
28, 1993.

EXPERIMENTAL SEASON - February 16, 1993 through March 15,
1993. Soft catch (padded jaw) and non-locking snare 
only.

The boundary between the North and South Zones will be 
Interstate Highway 10 from the Texas state line to Baton Rouge; 
Interstate Highway 12 from Baton Rouge to Slidell; and Interstate 
Highway 10 from Slidell to the Mississippi line.

Bobcat and otter by federal restrictions imposed by the CITIES
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Scientific Authority require the placement of an export tag prior 
to out-of-state shipment.

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Chairman

RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 3, 1992

WHEREAS, the promulgation of a trapping season for the taking of 
furbearers is a wise use of a renewable natural resource; 
and

WHEREAS, biological data has determined that populations of 
furbearing animals are at or above carrying capacity and 
that surplus animals taken by legal trapping have no 
adverse impact on those populations; and

WHEREAS, the Fur and Refuge Division recommends an open trapping 
season for 1992-93 as follows:

NORTH ZONE - All furbearers, November 20, 1992 through
February 15, 1993.

EXPERIMENTAL SEASON - February 16, 1993 through March 15, 
1993. Soft catch only (padded trap and non-locking 
snare only).

SOUTH ZONE - All furbearers, December 1, 1992 through
February 28, 1993.

The boundary between North and South Zones shall be 
Interstate Highway 10 from Texas state line to Baton 
Rouge; Interstate Highway 12 from Baton Rouge to Slidell, 
and Interstate Highway 10 from Slidell to the Mississippi 
state line.
Bobcat and otter by federal regulations must have a 
possession tag attached to verify origin in Louisiana at 
the time of sale.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby adopt these recommended dates for 
the 1992-93 trapping season.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby authorize the Secretary of the
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Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to take any and all 
steps necessary to promulgate the 1992-93 trapping 
season.

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries

Mr. Clyde Kimball began the next discussion on the Alligator 
Season and Tagging by giving some background information on how 
some additional changes came about. A meeting was held which 
involved people from all areas involved with alligators to discuss 
the existing regulations and some new proposed changes. Mr. 
Kimball reminded the Commission that the Alligator Season was 
postponed 5 days because of Hurricane Andrew. The outcome of the 
season will be monitored by all people involved, from the 
Department personnel to the trappers to the Federal Government. 
Mr. Kimball suggested to the Fur and Alligator Council to appoint 
a sub-committee concerning the alligator industry to work on any 
changes that may be proposed. Mr. Kimball also suggested the 
Commission adopt the amendments as proposed by the Department. 
Chairman Jenkins inquired as to when the item was put on the agenda 
and who put it on. Secretary Herring reminded Chairman Jenkins of 
their conversation regarding the delay in the Alligator Season. 
Chairman Jenkins concurred with the conversation regarding the 
delay in the Alligator Season but not the tagging issue. 
Commissioner Jones expressed his concern that he received a call 
from an industry representative regarding this item and was not 
aware that it would be discussed. Commissioner Jones also 
reiterated that he would like to receive documentation prior to 
the meeting.

Chairman Jenkins further mentioned that a request was received 
for an emergency meeting prior to Hurricane Andrew and found that 
a quorum could not be met to discuss the tagging issue. Secretary 
Herring asked "if we would have to be living by the original 
recommendations"? Chairman Jenkins reminded Secretary Herring that 
he was informed that there would be no more additions or deletions 
for the rules on alligators. Mr. James Manning informed the 
~ Amission that an emergency meeting was requested under the advice

the attorneyw'jTTC' During the Department's Staff Meeting, a 
recommendation was made to put the item on the agenda. 
Commissioner Pol stated that items have been introduced on the 
agenda by a vote of the Commission and requested doing so for this 
item. Commissioner Jones again expressed his concern of being 
unaware of this matter being presented. Chairman Jenkins stated 
that this is not the proper way to do business with no notice 
received. Commissioner Pol agreed with Chairman Jenkins but also 
stated that this was a very important issue and recommended it be 
heard. Chairman Jenkins asked the Commissioners if anyone objected 
to this item being heard. No objection was made, so Chairman
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Mr. Manning gave a brief description of the changes that were 
being proposed. These included: adding an insertion to Section 
C, #15 regarding alligator skulls being exported? Section F, #6, 
which is new, regarding an alligator hide tag not being located and 
allowing for time to locate and/or prove that the alligator was a 
legally harvested alligator. Chairman Jenkins asked why only 
a'i 1 owing the dealers and buyers have time to locate tags and not 
the hunters and trappers. Commissioner Schneider asked if the 
Enforcement Division and the Feds have approved these changes. Mr. 
Manning stated the only difference of opinion is the time frame for 
this to occur. Chairman Jenkins asked what the time frame was to 
locate a missing tag and what type of documentation is required as 
proof?

Jenkins requested Mr. Manning to continue.

Mr. Manning continued with the changes: Section G, #1
inserted the word "delay" as it related to the season for 

s-aa/s p /clarification purposes only. Section 1.3. #g & h related to the 
Ret a il Licensee# who needed one or did not need one. Section 0, 

V  #8, replaced Section Q, dealt with humane treatment of alligators 
on the farms. At this time, Chairman Jenkins asked for questions 
from the Commission. Commissioner Jones requested Mr. Manning go 
over each of the delete items. Commissioner Schneider inquired if 
the purpose of these changes was for clarification of some vague 
areas; if the changes would alleviate any further problems; seeing 
if these regulations are going to work; and if any changes would 
have any bearing on any cases that are before the courts now. 
Commissioner Jones mentioned that it was his understanding the 
Federal Government had no objections to the previous regulations 
and now objections are being presented and asked how had this 
changed. Chairman Jenkins explained the Office of Management 
Authority to Commissioner Jones. Chairman Jenkins further asked 
if written confirmation had been received from the Office of 
/Management Authority stating they have no objection to the proposed 

, y  /  changes. Comments from the audience were called for by Chairman 
W T #  Jenkins;(then asked the pleasure of the Commission. Commissioner 

Pol made a motion to accept the recommended changes as outlined by 
Mr. Manning, and this motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Vujnovich. This motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the 
Declaration of Emergency is made 
a part of the record.)

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of
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R.S. 56:115, 259, 261, 262, 263 and 280, the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission hereby finds that an imminent peril to the public 
welfare exists and accordingly adopts the following emergency rule 
as of 3 September, 1992, amending and reenacting Title 76, Chapter 
7, Section 701:

PART V. WILD QUADRUPEDS AND WILD BIRDS 

Chapter 7. Alligators 

§701. Alligator Regulations

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries does hereby establish 
regulations governing the harvest of wild populations of alligators 
and alligator eggs, raising and propagation of farmed alligators 
tanning of skins and regulations governing the selling of hides, 
alligator parts and farm raised alligators. The administrative 
responsibility for these alligator programs shall rest with the 
Department Secretary; the Assistant Secretary, Office of Wildlife? 
and the Fur and Refuge Division.

A. Purpose.

These regulations are to govern the taking, possession, 
selling, raising and propagation of alligators statewide, both in 
the wild and in captivity. They are enacted to prevent depletion 
or waste, while enhancing utilization of this renewable resource. 
These regulations are based upon scientific study and population 
monitoring and are consistent with federal requirements to qualify 
alligators and alligator parts from Louisiana for international 
export under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. Alligators in Louisiana are not 
endangered but their similarity of appearance to endangered 
crocodilian species requires controls on commerce to minimize 
illegal trafficking of these species and to regulate and maintain 
the wild population of alligators. These regulations provide rules 
to enhance alligator farming operations? establish the methods of 
alligator harvest; establish minimum facility requirements for 
alligator farming; regulate commerce in alligators, eggs and parts; 
streamline necessary reporting requirements? and, establish a 
regulated nuisance alligator control program.

B. Definitions.
The following words and phrases for purposes of these 

regulations shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this 
section, unless the context wherein the particular word or phrase 
is used clearly indicates a different meaning:

1. Alligator - American alligator fAlligator
mississiopiensis) .
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2. Alligator Egg Collection Permit - A permit issued by the 
Department allowing for the collection of alligator eggs on 
designated properties described as part of the permit. The 
permit will be signed by the Secretary or his designee, the 
permittee and the landowner/land manager.

3. Alligator Farm (nongame quadruped) - An enclosed area, 
constructed so as to prevent the ingress and egress of 
alligators from surrounding public or private lands or waters 
and meeting other specifications and requirements set by the 
Department, where alligators are bred, propagated, or raised 
as a commercial enterprise under controlled conditions. 
"Alligator Farm" also includes alligator ranching wherein eggs 
are collected from the wild, and raised, pursuant to 
departmental license or permit.

4. Alligator Farmer - A properly licensed person who raises 
alligators under controlled conditions which prohibit free 
movement of the animals onto and off of the farm or controlled 
area, or who collects and sells wild alligator eggs, and who 
may harvest alligators under the supervision of the 
Department. An alligator farmer must possess a valid nongame 
quadruped breeder's license.

5. Alligator Hide Tag - An official CITES serially numbered 
tag issued by the Department.

6. Alligator Hunter - A properly licensed resident or 
nonresident person who takes wild alligators. Resident 
hunters are divided into four classes:

(a) Commercial -Anyone who is licensed by the Department 
to take wild alligators after having filed application(s) 
approved by the Department which authorize the issuance 
of alligator hide tags to him.

(b) Helper - Anyone who is licensed by the Department to 
assist a commercial hunter during alligator harvest 
activities; alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a 
helper license holder.
(c) Sport - Anyone who is licensed by the Department and 
guided by a commercial hunter during alligator harvest 
activities; alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a 
sport license holder.

(d) Nuisance - A licensed alligator hunter who is 
contracted or otherwise selected by the Department to 
remove designated nuisance alligators and who can be 
assigned alligator hide tags by the Department.

7. Alligator Part - Any part of the carcass of an alligator,
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except the hide and includes the bony dorsum plates, if 
detached from the tagged alligator hide.

8. Alligator Parts Dealer - Any properly licensed person who 
deals in alligator parts other than hides and who:

(a) Buys unprocessed alligator parts from an alligator 
hunter, another parts dealer, or an alligator farmer for 
the purpose of resale? or

(b) Manufactures within the state non-edible alligator 
parts into a finished product; or

(c) Purchases unprocessed alligator meat or processes 
alligator meat for wholesale or retail sale.

9. Alligator Parts Retailer - Any properly licensed person who 
purchases for retail sale finished alligator parts made from 
parts other than hides.

10. Alligator Shipping Label - A serially numbered green label 
issued by the Department required on each shipment of 
alligators being transported out of the state.

11. Bona Fide Resident (1) - Any person who has resided in the 
state of Louisiana continuously during the twelve months 
immediately prior to the date on which he applies for any 
license and who has manifested his intent to remain in this 
state by establishing Louisiana as his legal domicile, as 
demonstrated with all of the following, as applicable:

(a) If registered to vote, he is registered to vote in 
Louisiana.

(b) If licensed to drive a motor vehicle, he is in 
possession of a Louisiana driver's license.

(c) If owning a motor vehicle located within Louisiana, 
he is in possession of a Louisiana registration for that 
vehicle.

(d) If earning an income, he has filed a Louisiana state 
income tax return and has complied with state income tax 
laws and regulations.

(2) As to a corporation or other legal entity, a resident 
shall be any which is incorporated or otherwise organized 
under and subject to the laws of Louisiana, and as to which 
the principal place of business and more than fifty percent 
of the officers, partners, or employees are domiciled in 
Louisiana.
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12. Closed Season - That period of time of a calendar year not 
specifically included in the open season.

13. Commission - The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission.

14. Common Carrier - Any agency or person transporting 
passengers or property of any description for hire.

15. Confiscation - The exercise of a right under the police 
power wherein property is seized and held pending court order 
if the seized material is nonperishable, or disposed of 
without judicial intervention if perishable.

16. Consumer - Restaurants and other places where alligator, 
fish, shrimp, or other aquatic life is prepared for human 
consumption; or any person using alligator, fish, shrimp, or 
other aquatic life for bait or personal consumption.

17. Department - The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries.

18. Designated Collection Agent - Anyone who is permitted by 
the Department to assist an alligator egg collection permittee 
during alligator egg collection.

19. Dressing, Dressed Skins or Dressed Furs - (See 
"Tanning").

20. Finished Alligator Part - Any non-edible alligator part 
that has been completely processed from parts other than hides 
for retail sale.
21. Fur Buyer - Anyone who buys whole nongame quadrupeds for 
the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, raw 
furs or skins from fur trappers, alligator hunters, alligator 
farmers, fur buyers, or fur dealers and who sells to another 
fur buyer or fur dealer within the confines of the state or 
to a nonresident fur dealer licensed by the State of Louisiana 
in interstate commerce, or who acts as an agent of another fur 
buyer or fur dealer in this state in such purchase or sale. 
Fur buyers are divided into two classes, resident and 
nonresident. Resident fur buyers are those who are bona fide 
residents of this state. All others are nonresident fur 
buyers.

22. Fur Dealer - Anyone who deals in whole nongame quadrupeds 
for the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, 
raw furs and skins and who:

(a) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, or 
alligator farmer, either directly or indirectly, and
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ships or exports from this state, either directly or 
indirectly, the raw furs and skins so bought; or

(b) Buys from a fur buyer or other fur dealer and exports 
from this state the raw furs and skins so bought; or

(c) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, alligator 
farmer, fur buyer, or other dealer and sells such raw 
furs and skins for manufacturing into a finished product 
in this state; or

(d) Manufactures such furs and skins into a finished 
product in this state, buying directly from a fur 
trapper, alligator hunter, alligator farmer, fur buyer, 
or fur dealer; or

(e) Transports raw furs or skins into this state for the 
purpose of sale within the state. Fur dealers are 
divided into two classes, resident and nonresident. 
Resident fur dealers are those who are bona fide 
residents of this state. All others are nonresident fur 
dealers.

(f) Converts raw alligator skins through the tanning 
process into finished or partially finished leather 
and/or converts raw (green or dried) fur pelts into 
dressed furs ready for manufacturing.

23. Hatchling - A young of the year alligator which is less 
than twenty three (23) inches in length.

24. Hide - (See "Pelt").

25. Hook - Any curved or bent device attached to a line or 
pole for the purpose of taking alligators.

26. Hunt - In different tenses, attempting to take.

27. Incubator - An apparatus designed and used for the primary 
purpose of incubating alligator eggs.

28. Land Manager - Any authorized person who represents the 
landowner.

29. Landowner - Any person who owns land which the Department 
has designated as alligator habitat.

30. Licensee - Any resident or nonresident lawful holder of 
an effective license duly issued under the authority of the 
Department.

31. Nongame Quadruped - Alligators, beavers, bobcats, coyotes,
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gray foxes, minks, muskrats, nutrias, opossums, otters, 
raccoons, red foxes, skunks, and other wild quadrupeds 
valuable for their furs or skins.

32. Nongame Quadruped Breeder - A person properly licensed to 
engage in the business of raising, exhibiting and selling 
nongame quadrupeds on alligator or fur farms.

33. Nongame Quadruped Exhibitor - A person properly licensed 
to engage in the business of raising and/or exhibiting nongame 
quadrupeds.

34. Nonresident - Any person who is not a bona fide resident 
as that term is defined by R.S. 56:8(12).

35. Nuisance Alligator - A specific (particular) alligator 
that poses a threat to human life or property.

36. Open Season - That period of time set by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, during which wild 
alligators or their eggs may be lawfully taken.

37. Out-of-State Shipping Seal - A special locking device or 
seal supplied by the Department and placed on or across a 
shipping container by Department personnel prior to shipping 
out-of-state.

38. Out-Of-State Shipping Tag - An official, serially numbered 
tag, yellow in color, issued by the Department required on 
each shipment of alligator hides shipped out of state.

39. Part - For purposes of this section, a part is a division 
of a subsection.

40. Pelt - The skin or hide of a quadruped.

41. Pelting - Removing the skin and/or fur of a quadruped in 
such a manner as to render it marketable.

42. Person - Includes any individual person, association, 
corporation, partnership, or other legal entity recognized by 
law.
43. Pole Hunting - The act of taking an alligator from a den 
with a hook pole or snagging device of any type and includes 
using such devices to induce an alligator to move from a den 
prior to taking.

44. Possess - In its different tenses, the act of having in 
possession or control, keeping, detaining, restraining, or 
holding as owner, or as agent, bailee, or custodian for 
another.
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45. Processed Alligator Part - Any part (and its resulting 
products) that has been removed from a legally taken alligator 
and for commercial purposes converted into a finished 
alligator part, or meat prepared and packaged for retail sale.

46. Propagation - The holding of live alligators for 
production of offspring.

47. Raising - The production of alligators under controlled 
environmental conditions or in outside facilities.

48. Rearing - (See "Raising").

49. Resident - (See "Bona Fide Resident").

50. Secretary - The secretary of the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries.

51. Skin - (See "Pelt").

52. Take - In its different tenses, the attempt or act of 
hooking, pursuing, netting, capturing, snaring, trapping, 
shooting, hunting, wounding, or killing by any means or 
device.

53. Tanning - The conversion of alligator skins or fur pelts
into an intermediate or finished form and includes the 
following: crust tanning alligator leather, dyeing alligator
leather, glazing alligator leather, tanning fur pelts, 
shearing fur pelts, and dyeing fur pelts, and includes the 
dressing of skins and furs.

54. Transport - In its different tenses, the act of shipping, 
attempting to ship, receiving or delivering for shipment, 
transporting, conveying, carrying, or exporting by air, land, 
or water, or by any means whatsoever.

55. Wildlife - All species of wild vertebrates.

56. Wildlife Management Area - Any area set aside, maintained, 
and supervised by the Department for the purpose of managing 
and harvesting wild birds, wild quadrupeds, fish and other 
aquatic life under controlled conditions to afford maximum 
public hunting and fishing opportunity.

57. Wildlife Refuge - Any area set aside and designated by the 
Department as a refuge on which wild birds and animals are 
protected. Control of certain forms of wildlife may be 
conducted by the Department.

C. General Rules.
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1. No person shall take, possess, purchase or sell alligators, 
alligator eggs, alligator hides, alligator parts, or goods 
manufactured from alligators, except as provided in these 
regulations and LA. R.S. Title 56.

2. Each alligator, alligator hide, alligator egg, or alligator 
part taken or possessed in violation of these regulations 
shall constitute a separate offense.

3. Alligators or hides of alligators harvested in Louisiana 
shall be tagged in accordance with provisions as prescribed 
in Sec. F, paragraph 5 of these regulations and deviation from 
those requirements shall be a violation and subject hides to 
confiscation. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

4. Pole Hunting is prohibited. It is legal for a hunter to 
retrieve a shot alligator with a hook pole or to retrieve with 
a hook pole an alligator taken on a hook and line. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

5. An alligator hunter must possess on his person one or more 
current alligator hide tags issued for the property on which 
he is hunting; and if participating in a joint hunting 
operation at least one licensed hunter needs to possess 
current hide tags issued for the property on which they are 
hunting among a group of licensed hunters who are physically 
present in the same location. Violation of this part is a 
class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

6. No person shall release any alligator from any taking 
device for any purpose without first dispatching the 
alligator. After the alligator is removed from the taking 
device the hide tag shall be properly attached immediately 
upon possession. Violation of this part is a class 4 
violation as described in Title 56.

7. Taking or collection of any wild alligator illegally is 
strictly prohibited. Violation of this part is a Class 4 
violation for each alligator taken as described in Title 56. 
All alligators taken in violation of this part shall be 
confiscated and in addition to all other penalties provided 
herein, all alligator licenses of any type held by the 
offender(s) shall be revoked for a period of three (3) 
calendar years. If violation(s) of this part involves a farm 
operation, no alligators shall be raised or propagated on the 
offender's facilities for a period of three (3) calendar 
years. Any live alligator(s) confiscated pertinent to any 
violation of this part must be returned to the wild when 
appropriate. Selection of the release site and time of year 
of the release shall be accomplished only after consultation 
with and in agreement with biological staff of Fur and Refuge
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Division.

8. The shipment of alligator eggs out of state is prohibited 
except where special scientific permits have been obtained in 
advance from the Department which specify all such shipments. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.

9. Transportation of alligator(s) into this state without 
prior written approval of the Department is strictly 
prohibited. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

10. It is unlawful to ship alligator eggs into the State of 
Louisiana unless they are to be used for Department sponsored 
scientific studies and these shipments shall have prior 
written Department approval. Violation of this part is a 
class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

11. The shipment of live alligators or alligator eggs out of 
the United States is strictly prohibited unless they are used 
for Department sponsored scientific studies with an 
accompanying authorization signed by the Secretary. The 
transfer of ownership of live alligators out of their natural 
range for commercial purposes is strictly prohibited. 
However, this part does not prohibit a licensed Louisiana 
alligator farm from raising alligators of Louisiana origin in 
a non-range state provided the non-range farm is in complete 
compliance with all applicable state(s) and federal 
regulations. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.

12. There is levied a severance tax of twenty-five cents on 
each alligator hide taken from within the state, payable to 
the state through the Department by the alligator hunter or 
alligator farmer shipping or taking his own catch out of 
state, or by the dealer shipping skins or hides out of state 
or tanning alligator skins in Louisiana. Violation of this 
part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

13. An alligator hunter or alligator farmer may give alligator 
parts to anyone for personal use. Any part of an alligator 
shall have affixed thereto the name, address, date, hide tag 
number, and the license number of the person donating the 
alligator part(s). This information shall be legibly written 
in pen or pencil on any piece of paper or cardboard or any 
material which is attached to the part(s) or to the container 
enclosing the part or parts. This information must remain 
affixed until the part(s) has been stored at the domicile of 
the possessor. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.

18



14. A. R.S. 56:280, passed in the regular session of the 1992 
Louisiana Legislature established a state policy which 
protects white or albino alligators and except under 
department permit prohibits the taking of white or albino 
alligators from the wild.

B. Conditions under which any alligator that is white or 
albino may be taken from the wild and under official 
department permit include:

1. Landowners or licensed alligator farmers or ranching 
operators may capture live and unharmed a white or albino 
alligator for its own protection. All such instances of 
possession shall be reported immediately to the 
Department.

2. Any white or albino alligator hatchling produced from 
wild collected eggs authorized by a Department Alligator 
Egg Collection Permit will remain in the possession of 
such licensed operators. Any white or albino hatchling 
must be reported immediately upon hatching to the 
Department on a standard activity report form.

3. Any person who unintentionally takes from the wild any 
alligator that is white or albino by hook and line shall 
immediately report its presence and location to the 
Department. Department personnel of the Fur & Refuge 
Division will on a case by case basis determine the 
disposition of any such white or albino alligator which 
is unintentionally hooked.

C. Any white or albino hatchling produced from a licensed 
breeding pen will remain in the possession such licensed 
operators but must be reported immediately upon hatching to 
the Department on a standard activity report.

D. It shall be a violation if any person intentionally takes 
from the wild any alligator that is white or albino by any 
means.

E. Violation of R.S. 56:280 shall subject the violator to a 
fine of not less than ten thousand dollars and imprisonment 
for not less than six months or more than 12 months, or both.

15. Alligator meat and parts may be shipped in containers that 
are sealed and the parts identified to the CITIES tag of 
origin. A fully executed alligator hunter, farmer, or parts 
dealer Alligator Parts Sale or Transaction form shall meet the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service parts identification 
requirements, provided such form(s) is/are prominently 
attached to the outside of each shipping container. Alligator 
meat/parts shipped to another state must meet applicable
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state/federal requirements of the receiving state. Alligator 
meat/parts exported from the United States must meet the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as well as 
those of the receiving country. Alligator skulls being 
exported shall carry a "tag" containing the CITIES tag number 
and the hunter's name and license number. The skull must also 
be physically marked with the number of the original CITIES 
tag used for the hide of the individual alligator. Violation 
of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

D. Licenses, Permits and Fees.

1. The licenses and fees required for activities authorized 
by these regulations are as prescribed under provisions of 
Title 56, or as prescribed in these regulations, and are:

(a) $25 for a resident alligator hunter's license; 
including commercial, helper, sport, and nuisance types.

(b) $150 for a nonresident alligator hunter's license

(c) $25 for a resident fur buyer's license;

(d) $100 for a nonresident fur buyer's license;

(e) $150 for a resident fur dealer's license ($500 
deposit required);
(f) $300 for a nonresident fur dealer's license ($1,000 
deposit required);

(g) $10 for a nongame quadruped exhibitor's license;

(h) $25 for a nongame quadruped breeder's license;

(i) $50 for a alligator parts dealer license;

(j) $5 for a alligator parts retailer license;

(k) $4 for each alligator hide tag;
(l) $4 for each whole alligator leaving the state as 
alligator shipping label fee;

(m) $0.25 severance tax for each alligator hide taken 
from within the state;

(n) $25 for a Designated Agent Collection Permit.

All license types prescribed above except nongame quadruped 
exhibitor and breeder expire annually on June 30. Nongame 
quadruped exhibitor and breeder licenses expire annually on
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December 31.

2. No person may take, attempt to take, or possess a wild 
alligator in this state during the open season for taking wild 
alligators unless he or she has acquired and possesses an 
alligator hunter's license. An alligator hunter must have in 
possession a valid alligator hunter license to take or sell 
alligators, their skins, or parts. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

3. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 
alligators or alligator skins unless he has acquired a 
resident or nonresident fur buyers license. No resident or 
nonresident fur buyer shall ship furs, alligators, or 
alligator skins out of state. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

4. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 
alligator or alligator skins or shipping alligator skins out 
of state or tanning alligator skins within the state unless 
he has acquired a resident or nonresident fur dealers license. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation.

5. No person may engage in the business of raising and/or 
exhibiting alligators unless he or she has acquired and 
possesses a valid nongame quadruped exhibitor license. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. No person may engage in the business of raising, breeding, 
collecting and selling alligator eggs from the wild, 
propagating, exhibiting and selling alligators alive or 
selling their parts, and killing and transporting them and 
selling their skins and carcasses unless he or she has 
acquired and possesses a valid nongame quadruped breeder 
license and complies with Subsections N and 0 of these 
regulations. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.
7. No person shall engage in the business of buying and 
selling unprocessed alligator parts unless he has acquired and 
possesses a valid alligator parts dealer license. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

8. Each retailer purchasing for retail sale, finished 
alligator parts made from parts other than hides, shall secure 
from the department an alligator parts retailer license prior 
to commencing business. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

9. No person shall remove and possess alligator eggs from wild 
nests unless he has acquired and possesses a valid nongame
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quadruped breeder license or a valid Designated Agent 
Collection Permit and also has in his possession a valid 
alligator egg collection permit. Egg collection permits will 
only be issued to those persons who demonstrate competency in 
egg collection and handling, have necessary equipment 
accessible and comply with all Department requirements as 
described in Subsection N of these regulations. Violation of 
this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

10. No person shall ship or transport alligators out of the 
state without first applying for and receiving an alligator 
shipping label which shall be affixed to each shipment of 
alligators and is properly completed and validated by 
Department personnel. Violation of this part is a class 3 
violation as described in Title 56.

11. Every alligator hunter or alligator farmer shipping or 
transporting his own catch of alligator skins out of state is 
liable for the severance tax thereon, and shall apply for an 
official out of state shipping tag to be attached to the 
shipment and shall pay the severance tax prior to shipment. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

12. Valid holders of alligator hunter license, nongame 
quadruped breeder license, fur dealers license and alligator 
parts dealer license must comply with the receiving 
state/country requirements and with federal licensing, tagging 
and permit requirements to engage in interstate and 
international commerce involving alligators, alligator hides, 
alligator parts and fully manufactured alligator hide 
products. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

E. Wild Harvest Methods.

1. Alligators taken from the wild may be removed from hook and 
line, and other legal capture devices which may be used, only 
during daylight hours, between official sunrise and official 
sunset. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.
2. There are no size restrictions on wild alligators taken 
during the general open season.

3. Legal methods for taking alligators in the wild are as 
follows:

(a) Hook and line?

(b) Long (including compound) bow and barbed arrow? and
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Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

4. Hooks and arrows may be used only when a line of at least 
3 00-pound test is securely attached to the hook or head of the 
arrow in such a manner to prevent separation from the hook or 
head until the carcass is retrieved. The other end of the 
line must be attached to a stationary or floating object 
capable of maintaining the line above water when an alligator 
is attached. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.

5. Alligator hunters shall inspect their hooks and lines and 
remove captured alligators daily. Alligators shall not be cut 
loose from hooks and lines for the purpose of selecting larger 
alligators. All hooks and lines shall be removed when an 
alligator hunter's quota is reached. In the event an 
alligator is hooked and the hunter's quota has been reached 
the hunter must release the alligator in the most humane 
method possible. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

6. Baited hooks and lines may be set no more than 24 hours 
prior to the general open season and shall be removed no later 
than sunset of the last day of the open season. Violation of 
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

7. No person possessing alligator hide tags issued for 
privately-owned land or water may take alligators on adjacent 
publicly-owned water unless the taking device is anchored to 
privately-owned land or the person is on privately-owned land 
when the taking occurs, provided that any alligator captured 
on a legal taking device that is anchored to privately-owned 
land or held by a person on privately-owned land may be 
dispatched from a floating craft on public water. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

8. A person possessing alligator hide tags for publicly-owned 
areas may take alligators by legal means from a floating craft 
on public water for which the tags are issued.

F. Alligator Hide Tag Procurement and Tagging Requirements.

1. Alligator hide tags may be obtained as follows and only to 
properly licensed alligator hunters and nongame quadruped 
breeders.

2. Landowners, Land Managers and Hunters - upon application 
to the Department on forms provided for tag issuance. 
Applications for alligator tag allotments will be taken

(c) Firearms.
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annually beginning August 1 and ending 10 days after the 
season opens. Tags will not be issued after the 10th day 
following the season opening date.

(a) Maximum tag issuance to individual landowners, land 
managers, or their hunters shall be determined solely by 
the Department. Landowners, land managers, or their 
hunters shall certify total acreage owned or represented 
on a form prescribed by the Department at the time of 
application. The location and acreage of the property 
must be provided which includes parish, township, range 
and section delineation figures.

(b) Land managers and hunters must present a notarized 
document from the landowner verifying their selection to 
represent that landowner and the total acreage 
represented to obtain hide tags.

(c) Payment for all alligator tags shall be received by 
the Department prior to issuance. Numbered alligator 
hide tags shall only be issued in the name of the license 
holder and are nontransferable. A refund will be issued 
for all unused alligator tags which are returned within 
15 days following the close of the season.

3. Alligator farmers - upon request and receipt of payment to 
the Department at any time at least two weeks prior to 
scheduled harvesting, subject to verification of available 
stock by Department personnel. A refund will be issued for 
all unused alligator tags returned to the Department within 
15 days following the last day of the year that issued tags 
are valid.

4. If an alligator hunter is cited for hunting alligators out 
of season, or at night, or on property other than that for 
which hide tags were issued, all unused hide tags and 
alligators in possession shall be confiscated and the 
violator's alligator hunting license shall be revoked. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.

5. A hide tag shall be properly attached and locked using the 
tag's locking device in the alligator's tail immediately upon 
possession by an alligator hunter. Alligator farmers, fur 
buyers and fur dealers may wait until farm raised alligators 
are skinned prior to tagging, but under no circumstances can 
the tag be attached using the locking device more than 48 
hours after dispatching the alligator. Live or dead farm 
raised alligators may be transported with their accompanying 
tags from a licensed alligator farm to a licensed processing 
facility, however each shipment shall be accompanied with the 
exact number of alligator hide tags. In the event that an
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alligator tag contains a factory defect rendering it unusable 
for the purpose intended or becomes detached from an alligator 
or hide, the tag must be reattached to the tail of the 
alligator/hide. The Department will be responsible for the 
replacement of reattached tags prior to shipping out-of-state 
or prior to tanning within the state. It shall be unlawful 
to tag or attempt to tag an alligator with a tag that has been 
locked prior to the taking. Locked tags may be replaced upon 
request at the discretion of the Department. The alteration 
of hide tags is strictly prohibited and will result in the 
confiscation of all tags and alligators/hides and the 
revocation of the violator's alligator hunting license. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6.In the event that an alligator hide tag cannot be located 
when in the possession of a Buyer/Dealer, then the following 
procedure shall be followed:

(a) Following discovery of an untagged alligator or 
alligator hide by the Buyer/Dealer, they shall notify the 
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, Fur & Refuge 
Division within 24 hours and the Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries will place a state tagging device on the 
alligator or alligator hide.

(b) Upon discovery of an untagged alligator or alligator 
hide by Department of Wildlife & Fisheries personnel, 
such personnel shall place a state tagging device on the 
alligator or alligator hide.

(c) The State tagged alligator or alligator hide will 
remain in the possession of the Buyer/Dealer following 
the placement of the State tagging device until such time 
as the hide tag is located or until December 31st of that 
year, whichever comes first. Upon presentation of the 
missing hide tag and the corresponding Buyer/Dealer 
record which documents a match between the tag number and 
the alligator/hide being held, and if the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries then confirms that such tag number 
has not been previously shipped, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries shall attach a replacement 
alligator hide tag.

(d) If the Buyer/Dealer does not locate the missing hide 
tag following the placement of the State tagging device 
by the end of the allotted time period but is able to 
identify the tag number on a Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries issued or approved Buyer/Dealer record which 
documents a match between the tag number and the skin 
being held, and if the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
then confirms that subject tag number has not been
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previously shipped, the Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries may, in its discretion, issue a replacement 
alligator hide tag.

(e) The failure of the Buyer/Dealer to produce the 
correct hide tag and/or correct documentation by the end 
of the allotted time period shall constitute a violation 
of this part.

(f) The previous or subsequent attachment to an alligator 
or alligator hide of the missing hide tag as described 
above shall constitute a violation of this part.

(g) Violation of this part is a Class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

G. Open Season, Open Areas, and Quotas.

1. Open seasons are as follows:

(a) The general open season for taking alligators in the 
wild may be established annually by the Commission at 
their regular July meeting. The Secretary shall be 
authorized to close, extend, delay, or reopen the season 
as biologically justifiable.

(b) Nuisance control hunters may take nuisance alligators 
at any time as prescribed by the Department.

(c) Farm raised alligators may be taken at any time 
following the issuance of hide tags by the Department.

(d) The open season for collection of alligator eggs from 
the wild shall be from May 15 through September 1 of each 
calendar year. Violation of this subpart is a class 4 
violation as described in Title 56.

2. The open areas are as follows:

(a) For the general open season, those areas designated 
by the biological staff of the Department as alligator 
habitat and which can sustain an alligator harvest.

(b) The Department may select public lakes and lands for 
an experimental alligator hunting program. The harvest 
will be controlled by a tag allotment for each lake as 
determined by Department personnel. Applicants for 
public lake hunting must be 16 years of age or older. 
Applications must be received at least 10 days prior to 
the season opening date. A public drawing will be held 
to select hunters. An alligator hunter can receive tags 
for and hunt on only one public lake per season. The tag
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quota for each lake and hunter will be established by the 
biological staff of the Department. Alligator tags 
issued on public lakes and lands are nontransferable.

(c) Wild alligators in the remainder of the state may be 
taken only under provisions as prescribed by the 
Department.

(d) The open alligator egg collection season shall be 
those areas designated by the biological staff of the 
Department as alligator habitat which can sustain an egg 
collection harvest and egg quotas will be determined by 
Department biologists.

3. The daily and season quota is equal to the number of valid 
alligator hide tags that a licensed alligator hunter 
possesses. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

4. Non resident alligator hunters may only take three (3) 
alligators during the open season. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Harvest rates will be calculated annually by Department 
personnel based on biological data. Alligator hide tag 
allotments will be established prior to issuance of alligator 
hunting licenses.

H. Possession.

1. No person shall possess alligators or alligator hides in 
Louisiana without valid official tags properly attached in the 
tail using the locking device as prescribed in Section F, 
paragraph 5. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator farmers may request hide tags or shipping labels 
from the Department to be used on farm-raised alligators that 
have died and may hold those alligators in freezers until 
receipt of the requested hide tags or shipping labels. These 
alligators may be held in freezers for a maximum of 60 days 
prior to disposal. All alligators 24 inches and greater in 
length that die may be skinned and tagged with an alligator 
hide tag within 48 hours of death. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

3. No person other than a licensed alligator hunter, licensed 
alligator farmer, licensed fur buyer or licensed fur dealer 
may possess a tagged or labeled alligator, a tagged raw or 
salted hide of an alligator at any time, provided that legally 
documented tagged or labeled alligators or tagged hides may 
be possessed without license while in transit, or during
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processing for tanning or taxidermy. However, properly tagged 
and documented alligators or hides may be stored at any 
location at the owner's discretion. Violation of this part 
is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

4. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or 
licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess live 
alligators at any time other than by a permit issued by the 
Department upon request for use in displays and educational 
purposes, and by holders of valid Department issued permits 
for scientific purposes. Live, farm raised alligators and 
their accompanying alligator hide tags may be held for 
processing by a properly licensed alligator skinning facility 
without a license or permit. Violation of this part is a 
class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

5. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or 
licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess alligator 
eggs at any time other than Department permitted Designated 
Collection Agents assisting a licensed and permitted alligator 
farmer during wild egg collection, or a holder of a valid 
Department issued permit for scientific purposes. Violation 
of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

6. Any alligators hatched from scientific permits issued by 
the Department shall be returned to the wild under 
Departmental supervision following completion of the research 
project. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

I. Importation, Exportation, Purchase, and Sale.

1. Alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts of 
alligators, may be brought into the state only if the 
alligators, alligator hides or parts of alligators were 
lawfully taken in another state or country and the person, 
firm or corporation bringing the alligators, alligator hides 
(raw or salted) , or alligator parts into the state has 
obtained written permission from the Department. Violation 
of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

2. All alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts 
of alligators possessed, sold, purchased, exported, imported, 
or brought into the state from another state shall be 
accompanied by documented evidence that they were lawfully 
taken. Documented evidence shall consist of, but not be 
limited to:

(a) A resource user license or permit number allowing the 
taking of alligators and tags or other identification 
required by the state or country of origin shall be 
firmly attached to the alligator, alligator hide, or
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parts of alligators? and

(b) A tag or label is affixed to the outside of any 
package or container of alligators, alligator hides, or 
alligator parts that specifies type of contents, 
indicates quantity contained, and lists applicable 
license or permit numbers.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

3. Purchases of alligators, alligator hides, alligator eggs, 
and alligator parts are restricted as follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may not purchase 
alligators or alligator hides from anyone.

(b) A licensed fur buyer may purchase whole alligators 
or alligator hides from a Louisiana licensed alligator 
hunter, licensed alligator farmer, licensed fur dealer, 
or another fur buyer.

(c) A licensed fur dealer may purchase whole alligators 
or alligator hides from a licensed alligator hunter, 
licensed alligator farmer, fur buyer or another fur 
dealer.
(d) A licensed alligator farmer may purchase live 
alligators only from another licensed alligator farmer 
(with a Department approved Alligator Transfer 
Authorization Permit) or the Department.

(e) An alligator farmer may purchase alligator eggs only 
from another alligator farmer, a landowner/land manager 
(with an approved Department alligator egg collection 
permit), or the Department.

(f) A licensed alligator parts dealer may purchase 
alligator parts from a licensed alligator hunter, 
alligator farmer, another alligator parts dealer, or the 
Department.
(g) A licensed alligator parts retailer may purchase 
finished alligator parts for retail sales.

4. Sales of alligators, alligator eggs, and alligator parts 
are restricted as follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may sell alligators, 
alligator hides, or alligator parts taken by the licensee 
during the general open season to anyone who may legally 
purchase.
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(b) A licensed alligator fanner may sell alligators, 
alligator eggs, alligator hides, or alligator parts to 
anyone who may legally purchase. The sale of alligator 
eggs or live alligators shall only occur following the 
issuance of a Transfer Authorization Permit. Application 
for the permit shall be made at least 2 weeks prior to 
the transfer.

(c) A licensed fur buyer may sell whole alligators or 
alligator hides to a fur dealer or another fur buyer 
within the confines of the state.

(d) A licensed fur dealer may sell whole alligators or 
alligator hides to anyone who may legally purchase.

(e) A licensed alligator parts dealer may sell alligator 
parts, other than hides, to anyone.

(f) A licensed alligator parts retailer may sell finished 
alligator parts to anyone.

5. Legally tagged and documented alligators, alligator hides, 
and parts of alligators taken in Louisiana may be shipped out 
of state or exported by alligator hunters, alligator farmers, 
fur dealers and alligator parts dealers subject to Subsection 
K of these regulations (relating to Report Requirements) 
provided that no live alligators or eggs originating in 
Louisiana may be exported outside of their natural range 
without specific Department authorization and the concurrence 
of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, to be used 
only for scientific purposes. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

6. A special permit is required of anyone who sells alligator 
eggs, or live alligators. Violation of this part is a class 
4 violation as described in Title 56.

J. Nuisance Alligator Control.

1. Nuisance alligator hunters will be selected by the 
Department with proper screening by enforcement personnel in 
the region of appointment. Selection may be based upon 
recommendations received from the local governing body. 
Applicants with prior alligator hunting violations will be 
rejected.

2. Nuisance alligator hunters shall purchase a valid alligator 
hunter license and are bound by all laws, rules and 
regulations governing alligator hunting with the exception 
that nuisance alligators may be taken at anytime.

3. Nuisance alligator complaints will be verified by
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4. Tags will be issued to nuisance alligator hunters. 
Nuisance alligator hunters will attempt to catch nuisance 
alligators and relocate to natural habitat selected by the 
Department. It is unlawful for any nuisance alligator 
captured alive to be sold or otherwise disposed of on an 
alligator farm. Alligators and alligator parts taken under 
these provisions may be retained and sold by the nuisance 
alligator hunter as any other legally taken wild alligator or 
alligator part. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

5. Nuisance alligator hunters may take alligators by any means 
prescribed by the Department. Failure to comply with 
Departmental instructions may result in immediate termination 
of the individual's participation in the nuisance alligator 
program. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

K. Report Requirements.

1. Report forms provided by or approved by the Department must 
be completed and filed with the Department by all persons who 
have been issued an alligator hunter's license, fur buyer's 
license, fur dealer's license, nongame quadruped exhibitor's 
license, nongame quadruped breeder's license, alligator parts 
dealer's license, or alligator egg collection permit in 
accordance with this Subsection. Reports shall include but 
not be limited to the information specified in this 
Subsection.

2. Alligator hunters receiving hide tags from the Department 
are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction form 
furnished by or approved by the Department at the time 
of each alligator part transaction. These forms shall 
be submitted to the Department at the end of the calendar 
year.
(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 
Department for any hide tags lost or stolen. These forms 
shall be submitted to the Department within 15 days 
following the close of the season. Lost or stolen tags 
will not be replaced.

(c) All unused tags must be returned to the Department 
within 15 days following the close of the season. Tag 
fees will only be reimbursed during this specific time 
period.

Department personnel prior to being approved for removal.
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(d) The Department must be notified of any trophy skins 
not sold to commercial buyers or dealers within 30 days 
following the close of the season, on official forms 
provided by or approved by the Department.

(e) Each licensed alligator hunter selling alligator 
parts to a person or a restaurant shall provide that 
person with a bill of sale for each transaction.

(f) All records of commercial transactions involving 
alligator parts by alligator hunters shall be available 
for inspection by the Department.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

3. A nuisance alligator hunter shall comply with the same 
report requirements as a commercial alligator hunter and 
complete any other reports required by the Department. 
Violation of this requirement shall result in immediate 
termination of nuisance alligator hunter status. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

4. Alligator farmers receiving hide tags from the Department 
are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction 
form, furnished by or approved by the Department at the 
time of each alligator parts transaction. These forms 
shall be submitted to the Department along with the 
annual report. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 
Department, for any hide tags lost or stolen. These 
forms shall be submitted to the Department within 15 days 
following the last day of the year that issued tags are 
valid. Lost or stolen tags will not be replaced. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.
(c) All unused hide tags must be returned to the 
Department within 15 days following the last day of the 
year that issued tags are valid. Violation of this part 
is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

(d) Each alligator farmer shall report annually, no later 
than December 1, on an official form provided by the 
Department, all activities that have occurred on the farm 
for the past year including but not limited to the number 
of live alligators as of that date, separated by sizes, 
the number of eggs collected and hatched, the purchase
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and sale of alligators, hides, and parts for the past 
year and the numbers of alligators lost. Failure to 
complete this form properly and completely will result 
in nonrenewal of the nongame quadruped breeder’s 
license. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.

(e) Each licensed alligator farmer selling alligator 
parts to a person or a restaurant shall furnish that 
person with a bill of sale for each transaction. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

(f) Each alligator farmer collecting alligator eggs, 
hatching alligator eggs, selling alligators for 
processing, or selling alligator skins shall submit 
completed forms as provided by the Department within 10 
days following completion of the activity. Violation of 
this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 
56.

5. Fur buyers, fur dealers, alligator farmers and alligator 
hunters engaged in the business of buying and/or selling whole 
alligators or alligator hides must keep within the state a 
complete record on forms provided by or approved by the 
Department, all purchases and sales of whole alligators or 
alligator hides as described in Title 56, and;

(a) Every fur buyer, fur dealer, alligator farmer or 
alligator hunter having undressed alligator hides in his 
possession shall file with the Department within 60 days 
of purchase or within 60 days of tagging or prior to 
shipping out of state or prior to tanning skins in 
Louisiana, whichever occurs first, a complete report, on 
forms provided by or approved by the Department, a 
detailed description of alligator hides to be shipped or 
tanned. At the time of shipment or prior to tanning, 
Department personnel will inspect hides and replace any 
broken or reattached tags. Department personnel will 
issue the appropriate number of yellow shipping tags, one 
for each shipment. At that time, Department personnel 
will affix a seal/or locking device to each container and 
if container is reopened by anyone other than Department 
personnel or Federal personnel this action will be 
considered illegal. In conjunction with the inspection 
and prior to Department issuance of shipping tag(s) and 
seal(s) or locking device(s), Department personnel must 
collect:

(1) All completed buyer/dealer records for skins in 
each shipment.
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(2) Shipping manifest including each skin in 
shipment.

(3) Stub portion of yellow shipping tag completely 
filled-out.

(4) Severance tax owed by alligator hunter, 
alligator farmer or fur dealer.

If any of the above requirements are not satisfied, the 
shipment will not be authorized.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. Fur dealers engaged in the business of buying and selling 
alligator hides must maintain complete records of alligator 
hides purchased inside and outside the state as described in 
Title 56. Fur dealers in the business of tanning alligator 
hides must provide a monthly report, on forms provided by or 
approved by the Department, of all alligator hides being held 
in inventory. Failure to maintain complete records and to pay 
the required severance tax subjects any dealer to the full 
penalties provided and the immediate revocation of his license 
by the Department. No license shall be issued to a dealer who 
has not paid the tax for the preceding year. Violation of 
this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

7. Alligator parts dealers acquiring alligator parts, shall 
complete an official alligator parts purchase form at the time 
of each purchase. Alligator parts dealers selling alligator 
parts, shall complete an official alligator parts sale form 
at the time of each sale. These forms shall be furnished by 
or approved by the Department and shall be submitted to the 
Department annually, no later than June 30, and;

(a) Alligator parts dealers shall furnish a bill of sale 
to anyone purchasing alligator parts.

(b) The records of transactions involving alligator 
parts shall be available for inspection by the Department 
and shall be maintained complete for a period of one year 
following any transaction.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

8. Any alligator parts retailer purchasing finished alligator 
parts shall maintain a bill of sale for each purchase for a 
period of six months after such purchase and these records 
shall be available for inspection by the Department. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
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Title 56.

L. Alligator Meat.

1. Alligator meat from lawfully taken alligators can only be 
sold according to state and federal laws, Louisiana Department 
of Health and Hospitals regulations and Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission regulations. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator meat processed in the State of Louisiana and sold 
for human consumption must be processed in a licensed facility 
approved by the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 
and the facility must display a valid permit issued by that 
agency. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

3. All processed alligator meat for sale must be packaged in 
suitable containers which identifies the contents as alligator 
meat, marked with a valid Department license number and comply 
with all state and federal packaging and labeling 
requirements. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.

4. All alligator meat shipped into the state and being offered 
for sale must meet all of Louisiana's health, processing, 
packaging and labeling requirements. Violation of this part 
is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

M. Disposal of Alligators by the Department.

1. The Department may sell alligators, alligator eggs or parts 
of alligators taken for any purpose deemed necessary for 
proper management of the species pursuant to Title 56.

2. The Department may dispose of alligators, alligator eggs, 
or parts of alligators by donation or lending to a scientific 
institution or other institutions that the Department deems 
have need for such alligators, however these institutions 
cannot sell or barter these animals which must be returned to 
the Department at the conclusion of the program or need.

3. Confiscated alligator hides and parts may be destroyed by 
the Department pending the outcome of the criminal trial.

4. Confiscated alligator eggs or live alligators may be sold 
or may be cared for by the Department and released in suitable 
alligator habitat when and where they can survive when 
appropriate. All costs incurred by the Department in the 
maintenance of these eggs and animals in captivity shall be 
the responsibility of the offender and restitution shall be 
made to the Department. The Department may consign
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confiscated alligators to a licensed farm for raising purposes 
and may compensate the farmer for his expenses by transferring 
ownership to him of a percentage of the confiscated 
alligators; not to exceed 50%.

N. Alligator Egg Collection.

1. Alligator egg collection permits are a three party permit 
between the Department, the permittee and a landowner/manager 
who owns or leases alligator nesting habitat determined by 
Department biologists to be capable of producing alligator 
eggs. The numbers of eggs to be collected will be based upon 
biological management criteria and will be determined annually 
by technical staff of the Department. The Department only 
estimates the numbers of eggs available and assumes no 
responsibility or offers no guarantee that those numbers of 
eggs will be available. Alligator egg collection permits may 
be obtained upon application to the Department on forms 
provided by the Department. The annual deadline for 
submitting applications for Alligator Egg Collection Permits 
is June 1. This program is experimental and may be changed 
at any time based on biological data to insure for proper 
management of the wild alligator population.

2. Alligator egg collection permits may be issued by the 
Department provided:

(a) Permittee is a properly licensed alligator farmer and 
meets all applicable requirements in Subsection 0 of 
these regulations (Alligator Farm Facility Requirements) .

(b) All land documentation required on the alligator egg 
collection permit has been presented to the Department.

(c) Department biologists determine the properties 
described on the permit application are indeed alligator 
nesting habitat and can sustain alligator egg 
collections.
(d) Applicant has obtained all legal and necessary 
signatures from landowners/land managers.

3. It is unlawful for an alligator farmer or a permitted 
Designated Collection Agent to collect eggs from properties 
other than those described in the alligator egg collection 
permit. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

4. An alligator farmer or designated collection agent in the 
act of collecting or possessing alligator eggs must possess 
on his or her person a copy of the fully executed alligator 
egg collection permit. The designated collection agent must
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Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

5. Collection of wild alligator eggs can only be made after 
contacting the appropriate regional supervisor of the 
Enforcement Division no less than 24 hours prior to each 
collection trip.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. Alligator eggs can only be collected from the wild from 
official sunrise to official sunset and only during the 
established alligator egg collection season and shall not 
exceed the number on his Alligator Egg Collection Permit. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.

7. Alligator eggs collected from the wild must be collected 
and transported in a manner which insures the greatest 
survival of viable eggs as determined by Department 
biologists. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

8. Failure to hatch at least 70% of viable alligator eggs 
collected from the wild shall be considered a waste of 
Louisiana's natural resources. All alligator egg collection 
permits shall be revoked and no new permits issued should an 
alligator farmer be found to waste the resources of this state 
for two consecutive years.

9. Alligator egg collection permits shall be revoked and no 
new permits issued to alligator farmers who fail to average 
a minimum hatchling survival rate of 85% for two consecutive 
years.

10. The alligator egg collection permittee and the landowner 
are responsible for the physical return of the percentage of 
live alligators to the wild described on the alligator egg 
collection permit. This requirement is nontransferable. 
Minimum return rates will be based upon the state average 
hatching success which is 78%. Each alligator shall be 
returned to the original egg collection area within a maximum 
time of two (2) years from date of hatching. Each alligator 
shall be a minimum of 36" and a maximum of 60" (credit will 
not be given for inches above 60") in size and the returned 
sex ratio should contain at least 50% females. The alligator 
egg collection permittee/landowner are responsible for and 
must compensate in kind for alligator mortality which occurs 
for Department authorized return to the wild alligators; while

also possess a valid designated collection agent permit.
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being processed, stored, or transported. The Department shall 
be responsible for supervising the required return of these 
alligators. A Department transfer authorization permit is not 
required for return to the wild alligators which are delivered 
to the farm of origin no more than 48 hours prior to being 
processed for wild release. Releases back to the wild will 
only occur between March 15 and September 30 of each calendar 
year provided that environmental conditions as determined by 
the Department are favorable for survival of the released 
alligators. Should an alligator egg collection permittee be 
unable to release the required number of alligators to the 
wild from his own stock, he shall be required to purchase 
additional alligators from another farmer to meet compliance 
with the alligator egg collection permit and these 
regulations, as supervised by the Department. Department 
sanctioned participants in ongoing studies involving 
survivability and return rates are exempt from these 
requirements during the period of the study. Violation of 
this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

11. The percentage of alligators to be returned to the wild 
shall be selected from the healthiest of all alligators of 
that year class. Abnormal or deformed alligators are not 
acceptable for release into the wild. It is unlawful for 
alligators that are to be returned to the wild to be 
transported out of state. Violation of this part is a class 
4 violation as described in Title 56.

0. Alligator Farm Facility Requirements.

1. All first time applicants for a nongame quadruped breeder's 
or exhibitor's license who will house alligators on their 
premises shall show compliance of the following minimum 
facilities as applicable to their particular operation during 
a required facility examination by Department personnel prior 
to license issuance:

(a) Secured premises with adequate barriers to prevent 
escape of enclosed alligators and entry by alligators 
from outside the farm and to deter theft of alligators.

(b) Source of clean, fresh water which shall be adequate 
to ensure for proper care of all alligator stock and 
facilities. This requirement shall be determined by 
Department personnel.

(c) Provisions for both dry area and pooled water within 
the secured area adequate for the numbers of alligators 
to be housed on the premises. This requirement will be 
determined by Department personnel.

(d) Provision for winter protection, either through
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adequate denning space or an enclosed, controlled- 
temperature environment of a design acceptable to the 
Department.

(e) All controlled-temperature alligator sheds shall be 
of a design acceptable to the Department. Each shed 
shall be capable of maintaining a minimum constant 
temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit. Minimum space 
requirements for alligators housed in the shed shall be:

(i) One square foot of space shall be required for 
each alligator less than 24" in length.

(ii) Three square feet of space shall be required 
for each alligator measuring 25" to 48" in length.

(iii) One additional square foot of space shall be 
required for each additional 6 inches of alligator 
length for alligators above four feet in length.

(f) All alligator egg incubators shall be of a design 
acceptable to the Department. Each incubator shall 
maintain a water and air temperature of 85 to 91 degrees 
fahrenheit during the egg incubation.

(g) Applicant must be in compliance with all laws and 
regulations pertaining to zoning, construction, health 
and environmental standards and must possess any and all 
applicable permits and licenses.

(h) All alligator facilities should be constructed in a 
suitable location so as to minimize contact with people.

2. Following initial issuance of applicable license, all 
applicable facility requirements shall be adhered to and 
Department personnel have the authority to inspect any and all 
of the facilities at any time. Failure to adhere to the 
requirements shall be a violation of these rules and violators 
will be given 60 days to correct the problem. Failure to 
comply shall result in confiscation of all animals and/or 
closure of all facilities. Violation of this part is a class 
3 violation as described in Title 56.
3. All alligator farmers possessing alligator eggs outside an 
alligator nest should house these eggs in an incubator 
providing constant temperature and humidity conditions. All 
incubators used to incubate alligator eggs shall be of a 
design to allow for maximum temperature control and conform 
to Department requirements to allow for the maximum hatching 
success. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.
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4. All alligator farmers possessing alligator hatchlings shall 
house hatchlings in controlled environmental chambers capable 
of maintaining a minimum temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit 
year round and containing dry and wet areas of sufficient 
surface area to permit all alligators to completely submerge 
in water. All alligators 48" or less in length shall be 
housed in environmental chambers unless a special permit is 
issued by the Department to move them to outside growth areas. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

5. Alligator farmers shall house alligators of different 
lengths into at least three groups, providing separation for 
all alligators less than two feet in length, two to four feet 
in length, and over four feet in length. Land and water areas 
sufficient for complete submersion or complete exit from water 
shall be provided for each group of alligators held. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. All facilities, alligator stock, and records are subject 
to examination by Department personnel prior to permitting and 
thereafter during farm operation. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

7. It shall be unlawful for alligator eggs or alligators to 
be moved from a licensed premises without permitting/approval 
of the Department. Violation of this part is a class 3 
violation as described in Title 56.

8. Any alligator egg or alligator raised on an alligator farm 
shall be cared for under conditions that do not threaten the 
survival of such egg and alligator as determined by the 
biological staff of the Fur & Refuge Division. In making such 
determination, Fur & Refuge Division biologists shall take 
into consideration sanitary conditions, temperature control, 
feeding, overcrowding and other conditions which effect the 
survival of alligator eggs and alligators. If the biological 
staff of the Fur & Refuge Division determines that the 
survival of any alligator egg or alligator is threatened due 
to the conditions on an alligator farm, the Department shall 
notify the alligator farmer and shall provide the farmer with 
60 days to take corrective action. If the farmer fails to 
take corrective action within 60 days, the Department shall 
have the authority to confiscate any alligator egg or 
alligator which remains under conditions that threaten the 
survival of such alligator egg or alligator and to dispose of 
such alligator egg or alligator as the Department deems 
necessary. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

P. Exceptions.
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1. The Department or an authorized representative of the 
Department may take by any means and possess alligators or 
parts of alligators while in the performance of official 
duties.

2. These regulations shall not prohibit a person from killing 
an alligator in immediate defense of his or her life or the 
lives of others. Alligators killed under this provision must 
be reported to the Department within 24 hours.

Q. Penalty for Violation.

1. In order to facilitate greater control over alligator 
trafficking, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries finds that public welfare imperatively requires 
emergency action when the provisions of these regulations are 
violated.

2. In addition to all penalties set forth herein, violators 
may be subject to criminal prosecution under provisions of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes, particularly Titles 14 and 56 and 
under Federal law.

3. In addition to all other penalties provided by these rules 
and by statute, violation of any part of these regulations may 
result in the suspension and/or revocation of any or all 
alligator licenses/permits held by the violator and, as 
further penalty, for serious, repeat, or multiple violations, 
the Department shall have the right to deny a violator any and 
all licenses/permits relating to alligators for a period not 
to exceed three (3) years.

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that imminent peril to 
the public welfare exists because the present rule is no longer 
completely valid because of recent legislative changes concerning 
the alligator program adopted with the recent signing into law of 
HB923, HB1314 and SB647, rulings of state courts, pending federal 
litigation and concerns of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
These changes could drastically impact a thriving 30 million dollar 
Louisiana industry if action is not immediately taken. 
Implementation of the emergency rule will permit uninterrupted 
continuation of this valuable renewable natural resource program. 
The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
authorize and delegate to the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, the authority to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to renew this emergency 
declaration if needed to insure the final rule is promulgated, 
including but not limited to filing of the Fiscal and Economic 
Impact Statements, the filing of the Notice of Intent and 
preparation of reports and correspondence to other agencies of 
government.
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James H . Jenkins, Jr. 
Chairman

The next topic discussed was on Shrimp Bait Dealers. Mr. Greg 
D'Angelo, an attorney representing shrimpers from St. Bernard and 
Plaquemines Parish, began with a request for an emergency 
resolution to stop the future issuance of bait permits. Mr. 
D'Angelo then proceeded to read a portion of a letter sent to each 
of the Commission members. Commissioner Pol asked Mr. D'Angelo why 
is this being done, what are the bait shrimpers doing wrong; and 
who in enforcement have they talked to about this problem. 
Commissioner Mialjevich stated that at the last meeting, he had 
requested the Department get dollar figures on this issue. Then 
Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr. D'Angelo if he had any figures 
to show proof of any economic harm; how many bait fishermen in Zone 
I7; how many pounds of shrimp are^Karvested by these bait fishermen. 

VAt this point, Mr. Don Puckettgrrecommended to the Commission that 
because of the lawsuit that has been filed^no—further discussion 
should ensue on this topic until such tim^^s it is resolved in the 

v dburts. Mr. Corky Ferret advised td^the Commission that the 
information requested was available but would hold it for a later 
date.

Mr. Corky Ferret gave an update on the Shrimp Task Force and
Shrimp Plan.

/of Hurricane
The Shrimp Task Force meeting was cancelled because 
Andrew, but informed that a draft has gone to the 

v  staff and the co-contractors for review and will request comments. 
Review and revision will be done in September; a public hearing 
will be held in October; revisions from the public hearing will be 
made in November; and then to the Commission for approval in 
December. Commissioner Mialjevich requested the Department give 

____ h p r e r briefing for the shrimp plan before the Commission Meeting.
/Chairman Jenkins advised^fra-fe the Shrimp and Oyster sub-committee 
of the Commission to meet with the Department personnel. Chairman 
Jenkins asked when^a copy of the shrimp plan would be available; 
and requested a ^discussion on the shrimp plan.

The Fishery Management Plans discussion was continued by Mr. 
Corky Ferret by providing an outline of the plans to date from the 
Gulf Council, Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission, and by each 
of the States in the Gulf, and the Marine and Freshwater Plans by 
the Department. Chairman Jenkins requested information on what the 
dates mean.

The monthly update on Civil Restitutions was presented by Ms. 
Wynnette Kees. A copy of the report format was provided to each 
of,the Commission members and a discussionYon the figures that will 

v J3e provided. During the month of August, $5,200 was collected; 
issued assessments valued at $26,000; and credited $3,400 in 
confiscated goods. Commissioner Jones asked about the legal firm 
working with the Department and status of the redfish case. 
Commissioner Mialjevich questioned if any penalties that are being
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'assessed now .age-to victims of the Hurricane and/would like to know 
uZif any circumstances such as this docs occur,^ He further stated 
L/^hat possible leniency for these victimsroreur. Commissioner Jones 
c^?ent on record as being opposed to Commissioner MialjevichV*requ'e'stT" 
Then, Commissioner Jones asked about the fish kills that occurred 
last year and if civil penalties have been assessed. After hearing 
discussion from Ms. Kees, Mr. Bennie Fontenot and Mr. Don Puckett 
regarding this particular case, Commissioner Jones requested to 

/ pursue the fish kill case. Mr. Puckett emphasized that the program 
supported and]will make every effort to make it work. Mr. Fred 

i/Prejean mentioned a request for a Commission memberVpa'ftficipate "Tn" 
the ad hoc committee which reviews Civil Restitutions. At the
request of Chairman Jenkins and with the approval of the 
Commission, Commissioner Jones has been appointed to serve on this 
committee.

-'5

7^

The Private Lands - Louisiana Waterfowl Project was presented 
by Mr. Jimmy Emfinger. Last year, the Wildlife Division began to 
create a project which involved the development of wetland habitat 
on private lands. In May 1992, an announcement was made entitled 
the "Louisiana Waterfowl Project" which is a joint venture between 
the Department, Ducks Unlimited, Soil Conservation Service and the 
private sectors. After providing an update on this project, Mr. 
Emfinger introduced two guests, Mr. Calvin Braxton and Mr. Mark 
Dubea, to the Commission. A presentation of framed Louisiana Duck 
Stamp posters was made to Mr. Braxton.

Mr. Emfinger also introduced Mr. Robbie Howard, the Private 
Lands Biologist, and he presented an update and outlook for the 
program through a slide presentation. The area of the Louisiana 
Private Lands Waterfowl Program covers the northeast parishes of 
Louisiana in the delta region. The partners involved in the 
program include the landowners. Ducks Unlimited, Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Soil Conservation Service. The 
landowners signs a 10 year agreement and then the projects are 
reviewed by a committee to make sure it is a worthwhile project. 
Signs are posted at the landowners site to show the cooperators 
involved with the project. To date, 25 to 30 landowners have been 
contacted and about one-half have been surveyed. Commissioner 
Jones asked if the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is a cooperator; 
what the basic agreement entailed; and if there was a reason for 
not working with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. Mr. Hugh 
Bateman thanked Mr. Howard for his presentation and informed the 
Commission that the source of funding comes from the resident 
Louisiana Duck Stamp program to support this project.

Coastal Wetlands Activities & Programs was next discussed by 
Mr. Corky Perret. He informed the Commission that some materials 
were forwarded to Chairman Jenkins from Mr. Maumus Claverie of GCCA 
which indicated concerns relative to coastal restoration/alteration 
activities going on in Louisiana. Then, Mr. Perret read a portion 
of Mr. Claverie1s letter concerning the Commission's responsibility
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to V. . .actively advocate on behalf of the saltwater finfish ^ 
confstituency improvement of or no net loss of the functionality - a n d ^ ^ y ^ . 
value of the saltwater fisheries habitat and estuar^'T ^Dr. Lyn 

zBahr, Executive Assistant to the Governor in the Office of Coastal 
Activity and Dr. Bill Good, Administrator of the Coastal 
Restoration Activities for the Department of Natural Resources were 
invited to talk on this topic.

Dr. Lyn Bahr introduced the Commission to the broad picture 
of what is happening to save the coast of Louisiana. Four issues 
that are very important to wetlands include the habitat; the energy 
source; the water quality enhancement value; and general heritage 
value of the wetland. In 1989, the Coastal Restoration program was 
set up which is funded from oil and gas. The Breaux-Johnston Act 
which was passed in 1990, and works with the state program, is a 
federal task force comprised of the Corps of Engineers, 
Environmental Protection Agency, Fish & Wildlife Service, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, Soil Conservation Service and the State 
to bring money for this problem. A medium estimate for restoring 
the coast of Louisiana would be approximately 3 billion dollars. 
Dr. Bahr represents the Governor on the task force and alternate 
ways to match the federal money needs to be looked into so this 
money can be continued. A plan is being developed for the coast 
of Louisiana by this task force which includes dividing the coast 
into drainage basins.

Mr. Maumus Claverie provided a historical look into the 
erosion of the coast. There is not much information available on 
marine environment and this poses a problem. Mr. Claverie asked 
the Commission, as a result of a bill passed by Representative 
Roach, to start advocating on behalf of the marine fisheries 
constituency before it is too late. The National Marine Fisheries 
Service has stated that 25% of the marine estuary system will be 
lost to marsh management projects. This undertaking will be new 

^ for the Department as well as the Commission. The instructions for 
Tthe CbrnmissiorT^gs to deal with the functionality and value of 

for the marine fishery resources. The bottom line.wetlands
according to Mr. Claverie, would be if the Commission could 
convince everybody that what is being done is good for the marine 
fisheries resources, that constituency has to go ask for more 
money. Chairman Jenkins thanked Mr. Claverie for presenting this 
to the Commission and advised that he was not aware of the Roach 
bill, then tried to fully understand what the Commission can do. 
Mr. Ferret agreed with Mr. Claverie in some ways, but did not agree 
with the Department's input being provided. Chairman Jenkins 
requested to know what section in the Department would handle this.

Dr. Bill Good from the Department of Natural Resources began 
his presentation with a brief description of the program and also 
provided a copy of a map showing coastal land loss. In 1989, 
Louisiana was losing 40 square miles of coastal wetlands per year. 
Louisiana receives from 25 million dollars down to 5 million
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dollars per year depending on mineral revenues. Mr. Good pointed 
out that the program emphasized the estuaries, the need for the 
freshwater and the need for the saline marshes. There exists a 
very/intensive monitoring program with permanent data collection 
instruments. Some of the on-going projects discussed included the , 

a Barrier Island Restoration, Freshwater Diversions, Terracing /Marsh' 6 ^ ^  
^Management or Hydrologic Restoration. Dr. Good mentioned that a 

lot of the land loss is occurring in older fresher areas at the 
upper end of the estuaries.

'V

Mr. Maumus Claverie restated that there is a movement going 
on to save the marsh and noted that instead of losing 50 square 
miles a year, we "arel only losing 25 square miles a year. Chairman 
Snkins requested Mr. Ferret or one of his staff look at the bill, 
and come up with a plan of how this is being done and attempt
to do it for the next meeting.

Commissioner Mialjevich began the discussion on 
Reconsideration of the Spotted Seatrout Management by reintroducing 
Mr. James Bourge from Abbeville. Mr. Bourge previously mailed an 
information packet to each of the Commission members which detailed 
the basis for this discussion. Commissioner Mialjevich requested 
Mr. Bourge to outline what he is seeking of the Commission. Mr. 
Bourge stated they want the Commission to readdress the issue, how 
it was handled and what is being done to the commercial fishermen. 
Commissioner Mialjevich read a portion of Mr. Bourge1 s petition and 
then made a motion to accept Mr. Bourge1 s request. This motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Gisclair. Commissioner Pol, at this 
point, made a substitute motion and stated his reason for the 
substitution. These reasons included the tremendous fish kills 
that occurred; the imminent opening of the commercial season; the 
months and hours of meetings to formulate the plan; the possibility 
of an imminent lawsuit. The substitute motion Commissioner Pol 
made was to postpone indefinitely the consideration of Commissioner 
Mialjevich* s motion. Commissioner Jones seconded the substitute 
motion. Commissioner Mialjevich stated he would have to speak 
/against the substitute motion. Commissioner Pol called for 

iUyquestion on the substitute motion. Chairman Jenkins asked for a 
7  vote on the question and all agreed with opposition from 

Commissioner Mialjevich and Commissioner Gisclair. Then Chairman 
Jenkins called for a vote on the substitute motion. Commissioner 
Jones, Commissioner Schneider, and Commissioner Pol voted for the 
substitute motion while Commissioner Mialjevich, Commissioner 
Vujnovich and Commissioner Gisclair voted against it. Chairman 
Jenkins broke the tie by voting for the substitute motion. 
Commissioner Vujnovich explained his reason for voting against the 
substitute motion.

Continuation of the Civil Restitutions occurred at this time. 
Mr. Don Puckett explained the job Mr. Brian Babin will be doing 
for the Department and then introduced him to the Commission. Mr. 
Babin expounded on what his job would be and then provided a
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background on his experience. Commissioner Mialjevich questioned 
Mr. Babin if he has had the opportunity to look over any cases he 
would be handling and how soon before starting into them. 
Commissioner Jones wished Mr. Babin good luck and stated there was 
a lot to be done.

The Aircraft Policy update was provided by Chairman Jenkins. 
At the suggestion of Commissioner Pol, Chairman Jenkins had a 
meeting with Mr. Herring and other Department employees and agreed 
to continue with the policy for a few months to see if it works.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for August was given by 
Col. Winton Vidrine. The following number of citations were issued 
during the month of August.

Region I - Minden - 56 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 62 citations.
Region III - Alexandria - 101 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 63 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 222 citations.

Region VI - Opelousas - 203 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 316 citations.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 300 citations.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 220 citations.

The Oyster Strike Force issued 107 citations and 54 citations 
were issued by SWEP. The Special Strike Force issued 96 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month 
of August was 2,059 citations. Col Vidrine informed Commissioner 
Jones on the pelican eggs case that 5 people were cited in the 
case, 4 were found guilty and 1 not guilty. The 4 guilty people 
were sentenced to 120 days in jail, probation for 365 days, and 200 
hours of community service work. Commissioner Gisclair queried 
about what constitutes a Class 1 violation; if a report is received 
on the outcome of these violations. Chairman Jenkins asked about 
the reckless operation of a motorboat citation issued.

Chairman Jenkins requested Mr. Gene Rackle and Mr. John 
Roussel to come forward and asked if a letter of thanks would be 
in order to Mr. Fontenot for saving one of the airplanes.

The Secretary's Report to the Commission was given by Mr. Joe 
Herring. He began by giving each Commission member a new Marine
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Recreational Fishing map provided by the Department. Commissioner 
,p6l requested the availability of the three maps in this series. 
Secretary Herring complimented and thanked the staff for showing 
up for work on August 26, the day of Hurricane Andrew and on 
Thursday morning, work began immediately on assessing the damages 
to Wildlife Management Areas, private property, and some of the 
fish kills. He further thanked the Fish & Wildlife Service and the 
news media. This Hurricane was probably the worst as far as fish 
kills are concerned and with the path of the Hurricane up the 
Atchafalaya Basin, this became a massive fish kill. Personnel from 
other states contacted the Department offering their personnel with 
any assistance we might need. Secretary Herring mentioned that a 
video on the effects of the Hurricane was to be presented.

Mr. Hugh Bateman, of the Wildlife Division, prefaced the 
Commission with mentioning that he contacted South Carolina and 
Florida on possible reports of their damage assessments. In 
viewing the video, the Sherburne Wildlife Management Area showed 

^a^lot of physical damage to the timber, power lines were down,rno 
water was standing in the agricultural fields which we were 
fortunate for. One of the major problems for the Division would 
be^ the number of trees down in the roads* it will take a massive 

^amount of man-power to clear this situatiorff^ The number of trees 
damaged at the Sherburne WMA was estimated at about 10 to 25%.
The Attakapas Wildlife Management Area was the next area discussed. 
The tree damage for this area was as much as 50% snapped off or 
laying flat up to as high as 90% laying on the ground. Some dead 
deer were reported almost immediately along the coast of Terrebonne 
Parish. Mr. Bateman stated he would be sending an assessment 
report on the deer status. Game losses included mourning doves and 
squirrels as being the hardest hit; approximately 50 deer lost 
along the coast; maybe some direct loss of wild turkeys, 
particularly in the young animals. Mr. Bateman further reported 
that at this time, there was no need to alter or change any hunting 
regulations. The eagle nests and the brown pelican nests were to 
be looked at for losses and monitoring will be continued. An 
increase in law enforcement was recommended in the lower parishes 
which were most affected by the Hurricane.

Mr. Joey Shepard provided the information for the Marine 
Division on the effects of the Hurricane. The Thursday after the 
Hurricane there were dead fish in the Four Leaf Bay area and 

/identificatign__af_these fish was attempted. Discovered were some 
/yZ black drum, menhadenT— mullet, catfish, garfish, eels, 

sharks and other types of fish. Mr. John Roussel continued with 
more discussion on the fish kill in that particular area. The 
magnitude of the kill encompassed an 18 to 2 0 mile area on 2 
separate shorelines. A survey of the Bay Junop and Sister Lake 
area showed quite an extensive oyster mortality; with additional 
work to be continued. There was a lot of debris on the waterbottom 
which will cause problems for the shrimp industry. The coastal 
facility at Sister Lake camp was damaged pretty extensively; the
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Marine Lab facility sustained minor damage. Mr. Roussel 
acknowledged all of his employees in the Marine Division.

The Fur and Refuge Division report was given by Mr. James .
Manning/ The New Iberia Office was running on generator power^ 
lost tlie boat shed doors, /"Damage to the laboratory facility, 
internal damage in the office, but faired pretty well. The 
Atchafalaya Delta^wnrch was near where the eye of the Hurricane 
came through, was totally annihilated,the—bu&tdingo thorof Some
of/the levees on the freshwater impoundment for waterfowl was'Tost^ 

A a/c^&L-s O v fish kills jtas^occurred tiiroughout the main Delta islands. 
/The Isle ? Wildlife Refuge -ha-s^lost an average of 1001 shoreline 
to erosion; 750 pairs of brown pelicans were nesting there, but 
last count has been just 75 birds. About one-third of Wine Island 
was lost. Point-au-Chien took in 2 1/2 foot more water from this 
Hurricane than from Hurricane Juan and have^lost the lower part of 
the area. Marsh Island took minimum damage; the boat sheds were 
affected; lost the front steps on the main headquartered building. 
State Wildlife and Rockefeller Refuge suffered no damage. Wildlife 
damage in the marsh areas was about a 50% loss in the alligator 
nests, scattered reports of dead nutria and alligators but not very 
significant.

Mr. Bennie Fontenot talked about the fish kill in the 
Atchafalaya River Basin area from Highway 190 south. The water was 
black and stinky and the only thing found surviving was a few 
garfish. The black water in the Basin contains no oxygen. The 
fish were gasping for air at the Belle River Landing. Oxygen 

/ readings were not found to be above .5 ppm and as low as .2 ppm.
Fontenot stated that he had 5 crews working in other parts of 

"ty :Eto~»stete where fish kills were now occurring. An estimate of the 
kill in the Basin has been made but felt the figures were very 
conservative. The Division employees doing the work were thanked 
by Mr. Fontenot. Chairman Jenkins asked what caused the kill and 
asked if this would be good cause for mentioning the new hatchery 
again for restocking purposes.

Secretary Herring requested Mr. Corky Ferret give an economic 
assessment for the Department. The monetary impacts of the 
Hurricane on fish and wildlife resources were divided into three 
categories: 1) direct impacts on the Department; 2) direct
resource loss; and 3) impacts on the industry. The total impact 
was $266,206,515. The breakdown for the direct impacts on the
Department were: $500,000 for personnel cost, purchases, etc. ;
and approximately $5,000,000 in facility damage. For the direct 
resource loss, the breakdown as far as replacement value goes for 
freshwater fish was just under $160,000,000; marine fish was 
$7,800,000; oyster on the public grounds was $3,500,000; wildlife 
game was just under $3,000,000; non-game species was just over 
$2,000,000; fur and alligators was just under $5,000,000; and 
timber damages was $1,650,000 which totaled a direct loss of fish 
and wildlife resources of about $183,000,000. The breakdown for
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the third category, the impacts on the industry, were: 
recreational fishing $12,000,000: commercial fishing $54,000,000; 
fur and alligator $12,000,000; hunting $500,000 for a total of 
$78,500,000. In this assessment, the habitat damage had not been 
included. The Louisiana Congressional Delegates will try to assist 
the Department and fishing industry. Commissioner Mialjevich 
requested if there was a possibility for economic disaster loans 
to aid the victims.

The last item on the Secretary's Report, Secretary Herring 
reminded the Commission of a resolution passed last year concerning 
speckled seatrout, and further informed that a resolution was 
passed this past legislative session permitting the commercial 
fishing of speckled trout on weekends. An opinion from the 
Attorney General's office had been requested seeking which way to 
go. Mr. Don Puckett mentioned the opinion should be received 
within two weeks to a month. Commissioner Jones asked if, in Mr. 
Puckett's opinion, a concurrent resolution was the same as an urge 
and request. Commissioner Pol questioned what was actually asked 

L^the Attorney General to rule on. Commissioner Jones asked if a 
ruling had been received on the payment of legal fees.

The December Meeting Date was set for December 3, 1992 in the 
Baton Rouge office.

Chairman Jenkins called for Public Comments at this time. 
Commissioner Mialjevich requested the Commission pass a resolution 
to suspend the TED regulations for 180 days. This resolution would 
be forwarded to Governor Edwards, President Bush, Honorable Bill 
Clinton and the Louisiana Congressional Delegation. Chairman 
Jenkins inquired if the TED regulations apply to state waters and 

\ ;tfould the TED deflect the trash out of the nets. Chairman Jenkins 
/^requested a'motion "to "^aSdX item to agenda. Motion was made byrequested a motion to addiitem to agenda.

Commissioner Mialjevich and seconded by Commissioner Gisclair with 
no opposition. Commissioner Mialjevich read the Therefore Be It 
Resolved portion of the resolution and made a motion for the 
acceptance of the resolution. This was seconded by Commissioner 
Gisclair and carried with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution 
is made a part of the record.)

Resolution to Suspend TED Regulation 
Adopted by

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Commerce, National Marine 
Fisheries Service has adopted regulations pursuant to the 
Endangered Species Act for the protection of Sea Turtles, 
and
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WHEREAS, these regulations require shrimpers fishing with otter 
trawls in the Gulf of Mexico south of Louisiana to equip 
each trawl in use with a Turtle Excluder Device (TED), 
and

WHEREAS, it has been demonstrated that when debris, i.e. grass and 
sticks, are encountered on the waterbottom these TEDs 
cannot be made to function properly, greatly increasing 
the shrimp loss to fishermen, and

WHEREAS, Hurricane Andrew, which hit the Louisiana Coast on August 
25 and 26, placed tremendous amounts of debris on the 
waterbottom off the Louisiana coast, and

WHEREAS, it is anticipated it will take a minimum of one hundred 
eighty (180) days or longer before this debris dissipates 
through natural processes, and

WHEREAS, this debris will cause shrimpers additional losses of 
catch and revenue during a time when production has been 
below average, further exasperating the financial 
condition of the shrimp industry,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby urge and request the U.S. 
Department of Commerce to suspend for a minimum of one 
hundred eighty (180) days the requirement that shrimpers 
using otter trawls to fish for shrimp use TEDs, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be transmitted to the 
Honorable Edwin Edwards, Governor of the State of 
Louisiana; the Honorable George Bush, President of the 
United States; the Honorable Bill Clinton, Governor of 
the State of Arkansas; and the Louisiana Congressional 
Delegation.

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Chairman Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Louisiana Department of Wildlife
Commission & Fisheries

Mr. Corky Ferret informed the Commission that the information 
on the economic impact of Hurricane Andrew was supplied to 
Washington and felt certain of assistance with federal monies.

With no other public comments received, Commissioner 
Mialjevich made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

JLH:sch

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary
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AGENDA

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
BATON ROUGE, LA 

September 3, 1992 
10:00 AM

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of August 6, 1992

3. Election of Vice-Chairman

4. Emergency Declaration - 1992-93 Waterfowl Hunting Seasons 
- Robert Helm

5. Private Lands - Louisiana Waterfowl Project - Jimmy 
Emfinger

6. Ducks Unlimited, Inc. Payment - Hugh Bateman

7. Setting of the Fur Harvest Season - Johnnie Tarver

8. Alligator Season and Tagging - James Manning

9. Report on Shrimp Bait Dealers - Brandt Savoie

10. Reports on Shrimp Task Force and Shrimp Plan - Corky 
Ferret

11. Coastal Wetlands Activities & Programs - Jimmy Jenkins/ 
Corky Ferret

12. Reconsideration of Spotted Seatrout Management - Tee John 
Mialjevich/Jim Bourge

13. Update on Civil Restitutions - Wynnette Kees

14. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/August - Winton Vidrine

15. Aircraft Policy - Jimmy Jenkins

16. Secretary's Report to the Commission - Joe Herring

17. Set December Meeting Date

18. Public Comments
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UrCT Secretary's Report to the Commission - Joe Herring

Set December Meeting Date

Public Comments



COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Thursday, September 3, 1992 
Baton Rouge, LA

Wildlife and Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Jimmy Jenkins (Chairman)

Bert Jones

Perry Gisclair

Tee John Mialjevich

Warren Pol

Jeff Schneider

Peter Vujnovich

y

y

Mr. Chairman:

There are
h

i Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

Secretary Herring is also present.



RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 3, 1992

The following was adopted bv the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at 
its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouge. Louisiana. September 3. 1992.

WHEREAS, Hugh A. Bateman, Administrator of the Wildlife Division, has 
attended public hearings in Washington, D.C. on migratory hunting 
regulations, and

WHEREAS the results of this meeting have been discussed with the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing migratory season framework have been 
developed by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff has 
presented recommendations for migratory species including season 
dates, bag limits and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting seasons for migratory 
species within the constraints of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby adopt the attached season dates, bag limits 
and shooting hours by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Declaration of Emergency will be in effect 
beginning November 1, 1992 and extends through sunset February 28, 
1993, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these dates will be forwarded to the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service as regulations set for Louisiana's 1992-93 
Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations.

Jdhkins, Jr. , Chairman 
LouisianarWildlife & Fisheries 
Commission

Joe jf. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of WildTife 
and Fisheries
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

August 6, 1992

In accordance with the emergency provision of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of 
R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopt 
the following Emergency Rule.

The hunting seasons for ducks, coots and geese during the 
1992-93 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS
DUCKS AND COOTS:

tWest Zone: (30 days) Nov. 21 - Dec. 5 and Dec. 26 - Jan. 9
East Zone: (30 days) Nov. 21 - Nov. 27 and Dec. 26 - Jan. 17
Catahoula Lake Zone: (30 days) Nov. 21 - Dec. 20

Daily Bag Limits (CLOSED SEASON ON CANVASBACKS)
The daily bag limit on ducks is 3 and may include no more 
than 2 mallards (no more than 1 of which may be a 
female), 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail and 1
redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only l 
of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are 
in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit: The possession limit on ducks, coots and 
mergansers is twice the daily bag limit.

GEESE:
STATEWIDE SEASON

Nov. 21 - Dec. 12, Dec. 19 - Feb. 4, and Feb. 5 - Feb. 14. 
Daily bag limit is 7 in the aggregate of blue, snow and white- 
fronted geese of which not more than 2 may be white-fronted 
(specklebellies) . During the last 10 days (Feb. 5 - Feb. 14), 
only blue and snow geese may be taken. During the 
EXPERIMENTAL Canada Goose Season (Jan. 20-28), the daily bag 
limit for Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not 
more than 1 can be a Canada goose. Possession limit is twice 
the daily bag limit.



Experimental Canada Goose Season - Jan. 20-28.
An Experimental Canada Goose Season will be open in a 
portion of southwest Louisiana. The area shall be 
described as follows:

Easterly from the Texas line along Hwy. 12 to 
Ragley; then easterly along U.S. 190 from Ragley to 
its junction with 1-49 near Opelousas; then south 
along 1-49 to its junction with Hwy. 167 near 
Lafayette; then south along Hwy. 167 from Lafayette 
to its junction with Hwy. 82 at Abbeville; then 
south and west along Hwy. 82 to the Intracoastal 
Waterway at Forked Island; then westerly along the 
Intracoastal Waterway from Forked Island to the 
junction of the Intracoastal Waterway and the 
Calcasieu Ship Channel; then south along the west 
side of the Calcasieu Ship Channel to Hwy. 82 at 
Cameron; then westerly along Hwy. 82 to the Texas 
line. All lands lying within these boundaries 
shall1 be open for the experimental Canada goose 
season except all open waters of Lake Arthur and 
the Mermentau River from the Hwy. 14 bridge 
southward.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the 
Experimental Canada Goose Season. A permit is required 
of everyone, regardless of age, and a non-refundable 
$5.00 administrative fee will be charged. This permit 
may be obtained from the Lake Charles, Opelousas, or 
Baton Rouge Offices.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is 
mandatory. Failure to submit this information to the 
Department by February 15, 1993 will result in the hunter 
not being allowed to participate in the Experimental 
Canada Goose Season the following year.

Shooting Hours: One half hour before sunrise to sunset.

James H. "Jimmy" Jenkins, Jr. 
Chairman



RESOLUTION
• LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 3, 1992

The following was adopted by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at 
its regular Commission meeting in Baton Rouge. Louisiana. September 3. 1992.

WHEREAS, Hugh A. Bateman, Administrator of the Wildlife Division, has attended 
public hearings in Washington, D.C. on migratory hunting regulations , 
and

WHEREAS, the results of this meeting have been discussed with the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, rules and regulations governing migratory season framework have been 
developed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff has 
presented recommendations for migratory species including season 
dates, bag limits and shooting hours, and

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting seasons for migratory 
species within the constraints of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
framework, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that on this date, the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt the attached season dates, 
bag limits and shooting hours by Declaration of Emergency, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Declaration of Emergency will be in effect 
beginning November 1, 1992 and extends through sunset February 28, 
1993, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these dates will be forwarded to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service as regulations set for Louisiana's 1992-93 Migratory 
Bird Hunting Regulations.

James H. Jenkins, Jr., Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries
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August 20, 1992
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Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Dear Sir:
What part of 6 weekends? You don’t run through the Thanksgiving 
weekend with the dates you have, and we only have five weekends!
Give us back the weekend after Thanksgiving. The first split is 
always our best anyway *in the northern half of southeast Louisiana; 
also, most sportsmen get the 4 days off for Thanksgiving. Why 28 
days between splits? Last year we had 14 days, and that worked out 
good.
More realistic dates would be:

1st split -
Friday, November 20, thru Monday, November 30, 11 days 

2nd split -
Friday, December 18, thru Tuesday, January 5, 1993, 19 days

These dates make it possible for sportsmen to take a day off here and 
there throughout the season to get more 3 or 4 day weekends. Also, 
with the late January closing, we won’t have much water for the 2nd 
split as you have it proposed.
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August 20, 1992

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Dear Wildlife and Fisheries Commission:

Duck Hunting is my favorite outdoor activity during the fall and 
winter months, and hds been for many years. After looking at the 
proposed hunting season schedule I have become very disappointed.

The thing that troubles me the most is the closing of the first 
split on November 27, 1992. I don't care what weekend has to be 
changed during the second split, but I really hope this mistake 
will be changed to allow us to hunt during the Thanksgiving 
weekend.
Listed below would be my ideal duck hunting season. I will remark 
only about the East Zone, since it is the only one I hunt.

First Split

Open November 21, 1992 Close December 2, 1992

Second Split

Open December 19, 1992 Close January 5, 1993

Thank you for considering my remarks. 

Sincerely,

6905 Glenn Street 
Metairie, LA 70003
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August 20, 1992

La. Wildlife & Fisheries Commission
P. 0. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000

Gentlemen:

I am writing th is  l e t t e r  to express my disappointment in the dates 
for the upcoming duck season. We are burdened with a 30 day season 
and a three duck l im i t  of which there is nothing we can do anything 
about. The dates though are controlled by the State Commisson and 
are t e r r ib le .

i
Both zones open on the same day which in e f fec t  cuts many of us 
hunters out of an extra week.

We lose Saturday and Sunday of Thanksgiving week, which is probably 
the biggest weekend of the season.

We lose most of Christmas week when a lo t  of hunters are on vacation 
and the i r  sons are out o f  school.

We get extra time in January when there is no water in the tidal 
marshes, which is where the majority of s ta te  duck hunters hunt. 
Please reconsider.

Yours t ru ly ,

fa
Ed Compter 
1030 Rue Verand 
S l id e l l ,  La. 70458





O C H S N E R  C L I N I C
1514 JEFFERSON HIGHWAY

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 70121

CABLE ADDRESS: OCHSCUNIC 

(504) 638-3755

DEPARTMENT O F  A N ESTHESIOLOGY

J a m e s  R  D o u g l a s , j r , M .d .. p h .d .. c h a i r m a n

B A R B A R A  P .  6 E N B O W . M D

W il l ia m  C  B u m r m a n . M  D  
E r i c  H  B u s c h , m .d  
J a m e s  H . D i a z , m .d . Thursday, August 20, 1992
JA M E S  E . D O W N IN G . M  D .
D O N A L D  E  H A R M O N . M .D
H a r v e y  p . m a r i c e . M .d  
R o b e r t  j . Ma r i n o , m d .

A u s t i n  G . P h i l l i p s . M .d .
VIRGINIA g  p o r t e r , m .d .. c o n s u l t a n t  

m e l o d y  j  R i t t e r , m .d .
LOU IS G  8 H E N K , M D
P e t e r  m . s t e o m a n . m .d .
R O B IN  B . ST E O M A N . M .D .
C H A R L E S  D . V E R O N E E . M .D .
SA M U E L  G . W E L B O R N . M O .  C O N S U L T A N T  

G E O R G E  S  Y O U N G . M .D .

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-9000 

Dear Commissioners,

As a native of Louisiana who has hunted ducks for almost 
thirty years, I must say that the proposed dates for this year's 
duck season are the most ludicrous I have encountered. I hunt 
primarily in the East Zone and most often do so with my son who is 
a high school student. The elimination of the weekend (Saturday 
and Sunday) after Thanksgiving eliminates one of the most 
accessible times for an extended hunting trip of the season. I 
consider this weekend one of the most important ones of all the 
dates. Since it follows a holiday and allows for a three or four 
day hunt, I urge you to restore it. I prefer losing days at the 
end of the season.

I also find the December 26th opening of the second split 
another mistake. Having it on the morning after Christmas, one of 
the biggest family days of the year, makes it difficult to hunt the 
next day. Open it December 19th.

If the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission's intent is 
to make it more difficult for the already decreasing number of 
hunters to make hunts, then the Commission will accomplish this 
with these dates.

A number of my hunting friends and myself, request you make 
these changes.

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
P.0. Box 98000 i

AP/pa





Louisiana Wildlife And Fisheries Commission 
P.O, Box 9800
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Dear Sirs: 19 Aug 92

Before today, I was ignorant of the fact that the East Zone duck 
season does not include two (2) full weekends.

I respectfully request that you rethink this issue, and 
reconsider the dates of the East Zones's first split during your 
3 September 1992 meeting.

For people who work‘Monday through Friday, and college students, 
this is a particular hardship. Workers usually can only hunt the 
weekend, and some, colleges don't get a whole week off for 
Thanksgiving.

Many hunters use camps and enjoy being able to use the entire 
holiday weekend, Friday through Sunday. A trip to the 
Mississippi River delta is essentially out of the question for 
only the Friday after Thanksgiving. It's not worth ail of the 
preparation to go for one day, and a Thanksgiving Day hunt is out 
of the question for most hunters who want to keep peace in the 
family.

1 again request that you reconsider the first split dates for the 
East Zone to include both entire weekends, or at least include 
the Saturday after Thanksgiving. Thank you for your 
consideration.

Sincerely,

nk J. Beninate II

“f ■ ^2-O.J- <- *
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O v- V. f\ 1  c n  v
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Aucoin & Unland
Attorneys And  C ounselors A t Law

3445 N. Causeway Blvd./Suite 501 
Metairie, Louisiana 70002

Leon a  Aucoin* 
Janice B. Unland*

T elephone: (504) 837-9733 
Telecopier: (504) 833-2620

M ichael J. Bernard 
Francis R. W hite, mi 
JOHN J. RABALA1S

August 21, 1992

•A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Louisiana Wildlife & 
Fisheries Commission 

Post Office 98000 *
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Re: 1992-93 Duck Season

Gentlemen:

I would like to take this opportunity to strenuously complain 
about the "tentative dates" for the upcoming waterfowl season.

Our duck leases are in the west zone and it is inconceivable 
that you would have both splits end on a Saturday. In effect, this 
eliminates both weekends from our hunting schedule. Due to the 
travel time and distance between home and our camp, it is necessary 
to leave on the day before we intend to make our first hunt. 
Therefore, in order to hunt on these two "weekends," we would have 
to leave home on Thursday. Therefore, both Thursday and Friday 
would have to be taken as vacation days to make these hunts.

On behalf of the six to ten individuals who hunt regularly at 
our camp, the request is made that you "ruin" only one weekend 
rather than two by having the splits closed on a Sunday rather than 
on a Saturday.

Any consideration that you can give to this request would be 
greatly appreciated.

LAA:sko

m  2 4 to
O'.



August 19, 1992 
Doug Singer 
8701 Rosecrest Lane 
River Ridge, LA

70123

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Dear Sirs:

This note is to advise you that I am in favor of the 
tentative dates announced for the duck season in the 
East Zone. i

Having it split that way will enable Louisiana Sportsmen 
and women to participate in the hunting of other species 
without having to forego duck hunting days.

Sincerely,

AUG 2 4 g2
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August 19,1992

Mr Jimmy Jenkins 
Chairman,LW&F Commission 
Box 98000
Baton Rouge, La 70898-9000

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

I am writing to request that when the final date setting for the 
EAST Zone duck hunting is set on September 3rd the dates be 
changed from the prospective dates tentatively set to include the 
entire weekend after Thanksgiving and that the 2nd split be 
started one week earlier, ie: Nov 21— Nov 29;Dec 19—Jan 1O.

Thanks very much.

Yours truly,*

SI I0Z VI '$ue9|jq MSN - 1S9J15 suiiJSddfi V£8I 
BfNOlVD '5 IflVd



John J. Driscoll 
5200 Alphonse Court 

Metairie, Louisiana 70006-1009 
(504) 885-7953

August 24, 1991

Jimmy Jenkins
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Commission 
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-9000

Dear Sir,

I am writing you to express my concern over the recently 
announced dates for the upcoming duck season.
As was done last year, I see that Thanksgiving weekend has 
been eliminated and also that Christmas week has been lost. 
These two holiday weekends are a time when the pace of 
business slows and allows many working people the luxury of 
time off to enjoy the hunting season. You however have 
eliminated these dates in favor of a time a lot of people 
don't have the time to hunt and when the marshes of South 
Louisiana are dry anyway.

I petition you to reconsider the season dates and to include 
both Thanksgiving weekend and Christmas week in the schedule.

Sincerely,

John J. Driscoll



JOSEPH F. BUSH 
382 WESTMEADE DRIVE 
GRETNA, LA 70056

August 20, 1992

Mr. Jimmy Jenkins
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Subject: Duck Season Schedule

Dear Jimmy,

I would prefer to have the Thanksgiving weekend in lieu of the January 16-17 
weekend for the 1992/93 duck season.

I am a member of the Bayou Teal & Trout Club in South Louisiana. The younger 
generation (kids) learning to be genuine sportsmen have a better opportunity at 
that time of the year.

Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

JB/kl





Mr. Ray Wilkinson
7898 Hickman
New Orleans, LA 70127

August 20, 1992

Mr. Jimmy Jenkins 
Chairman
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Commission
P. 0. Box 9800
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Dear Mr. Jenkins,

I am writing to ask that the following changes be made to the 
proposed duck season for the East Zone. Please extend the first 
split to November 29, which will include the entire weekend after 
Thanksgiving. Also, please start the second split one week earlier 
on December 19.

Sincerely
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August 1 9 ,1 9 9 2

Mr Jimmy Jenkins 
Chairman,LW&F Commissicn 
Box 98000
Baton Rouge, La 70698-9000

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

I am writing to request that when the final date setting for the 
EAST Zone duck hunting is set on September 3rd the dates be 
changed from the prospective dates tentatively set to include the 
entire weekend after Thanksgiving and that the 2nd split be 
started one week earlier, ie: Nov 21— Nov 29;Dec 19—Jan 10.

Thanks very much.

Yours truly,



August 20, 1992

Mr. Jimmy Jenkins 
Chairman
La. Dept, of Wildlife and Fisheries
P.O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Dear Mr. Jenkins,

I am writing you in response to the recient announcement of the recommended duck 
hunting dates for the East Zone in this upcoming season.

Prior to the commission making their final decision, I ask that they please consider 
the following proposal.

First Split - November 21 to November 29 (9 days)
Second Split - December 19 to January 8 (21 days)
Optional Second Split - December 21 to January 10

Thank you very much for your time and consideration in this very critical matter.

Treasurer
Bayou Teal and Trout Club



MARIO A. CALONJE, M.D.
1834 Upperline Street 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70115

August 19,1992

Mr Jimmy Jenkins 
Chairman,LW&F Commission 
Box 98000
Baton Rouge, La 70898—9000

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

I am writing to request that when the final date setting for the 
EAST Zone duck hunting is set on September 3rd the dates be 
changed from the prospective dates tentatively set to include the 
entire weekend after Thanksgiving and that the 2nd split be 
started one week earlier, ie: Nov 21— Nov 29;Dec 19—Jan 10.

Thanks very much.

Yours truly



I g a d t d i r n  nutruionals TERRITORY SALES MANAGER

NICK GAGLIANO
4513CLEARY AVENUE 
METAIRIE, LOUISIANA 70002 
TELEPHONE: (504) 885-6961
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August 20, 1992

Mr. Jimmy Jenkins 
Chairman, LW&F Commission 
P.O. Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

I am writing to request your commission's reconsideration on the 
prospective dates that were tentatively set for the EAST ZONE. I am 
requesting that the entire Thanksgiving weekend be included into 
the first split. Those dates would be; Nov. 21 - Nov. 29. The 
second split could be; Dec. 19 - Jan 10. These dates would maximize 
the most amount of weekends possible.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours Truly
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RESOLUTION

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

September 3, 1992

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries makes an annual 
contribution to Ducks Unlimited, Inc. for wetland conservation projects in 
the Canadian Provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba and

WHEREAS, this contribution is made by the sportsmen of Louisiana through hunting 
license sales and has been authorized by statute, and

WHEREAS, the North American Waterfowl Management Plan through the International 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies has set up funding procedures so 
that non-federal contributions, such as Louisiana's, which are designated 
specifically for wetlands projects within the Prairie Habitat Joint 
Venture can be matched by U. S. Government sources and again by the 
Canadian Government, and

WHEREAS, this action would allow these matching funds to triple the dollar impact 
of the Department's contribution to Ducks Unlimited, Inc. for wetlands 
conservation projects in Canada, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
authorizes the Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries to contact Ducks Unlimited, Inc. and require the expenditure of 
Louisiana's annual contribution be within the Prairie Habitat Joint 
Venture.

Commission and Fisheries
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RESOLUTION

La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

September 3, 1992

WHEREAS, the promulgation of a trapping season for the taking of 
furbearers is a wise use of a renewable natural resource; 
and

WHEREAS, biological data has determined that populations of
furbearing animals are at or above carrying capacity and 
that surplus animals taken by legal trapping have no adverse 
impact on those populations; and

WHEREAS, the Fur and Refuge Division recommends an open trapping 
season for 1992-93 as follows:

North Zone: All furbearers, November 20, 1992 through
February 15, 1993.

Experimental Season: February 16, 1993 through March
15, 1993. Soft catch only (Padded trap) and non-locking 
snare.

South Zone: All furbearers, December 1, 1992 through
February 28, 1993.

The boundary between North and South Zones shall be 
Interstate Highway 10 from Texas state lines to Baton Rouge; 
Interstate Highway 12 from Baton Rouge to Slidell, and 
Interstate Highway 10 from Slidell to the Mississippi state 
line.

Bobcat and Otter by federal regulation must have a export 
tag attached to verify origin in Louisiana at the time of 
sale. State possession tag must accompany pelt during 
instate commerce.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt these recommended 
dates for the 1992-93 trapping season.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby authorize the Secretary of the Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries to take any and all steps necessary to

gate the 1992-93 trapping season.

Jo^/L. Herring
ChairmaSecretary
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Establishing 1992-93 Furbearer Trapping Season

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S.

49:953(b), the Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:967 which 

allows the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency 

procedures to set the furbearer trapping season and the rules 

regulating it, and R.S. 56:260 the 1992-93 furbearer trapping 

season is hereby established in accordance with the following
i

regulations.

The season for the trapping of furbearers by licensed 

trappers shall be:

North Zone - All furbearers, November 20, 1992 through 

February 15, 1993.

South Zone - All furbearers, December 1, 1992 throughsFebruary 2tj, 1993.

Experimental Season - February 16, 1993 through March 15, 

1993. Soft Catch (padded jaw) and non

locking snare only.

The boundary between the North and South Zones will be 

Interstate Highway 10 from the Texas state line to Baton Rouge; 

Interstate Highway 12 from Baton Rouge to Slidell; and Interstate 

Highway 10 from Slidell to the Mississippi line.



Bobcat and otter by federal restrictions imposed by the 

CITES Scientific Authority require the placement of an export tag 

prior to out-of-state shipment.

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary
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RESOLUTION

La. Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

September 3, 1992

WHEREAS, the promulgation of a trapping season for the taking of 
furbearers is a wise use of a renewable natural resource; 
and

WHEREAS, biological data has determined that populations of
furbearing animals are at or above carrying capacity and 
that surplus animals taken by legal trapping have no adverse 
impact on those populations; and

WHEREAS, the Fur and pefuge Division recommends an open trapping 
season for 1992-93 as follows:

North Zone: All furbearers, November 20, 1992 through
February 15, 1993.

Experimental Season: February 16, 1993 through March
15, 1993. Soft catch only (Padded trap and non-locking 
snare only)

South Zone: All furbearers, December 1, 1992 through
February 28, 1993.

The boundary between North and South Zones shall be 
Interstate Highway 10 from Texas state lines to Baton Rouge; 
Interstate Highway 12 from Baton Rouge to Slidell, and 
Interstate Highway 10 from Slidell to the Mississippi state 
line.

Bobcat and Otter by federal regulation must have a 
possession tag attached to verify origin in Louisiana at the 
time of sale.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt these recommended 
dates for the 1992-93 trapping season.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby authorize the Secretary of the Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries to take any and all steps necessary to 
promulgate the 1992-93 trapping season.

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

Jimmy Jenkins 
Chairman
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\ \ Recommended Changes to Alligator Regulations
t 1

Section Cl
15. Before the last sentence, insert the following:

Alligator skulls being exported shall carry a "tag" containing 
the CITIES tag number and the hunter's name and license 
number. The skull must also be physically marked with the 
number of the original CITIES tag used for the hide of the 
individual alligator.

Section F.
[New!
6.In the event that an alligator hide tag cannot be located 

when in the possession of a Buyer/Dealer, then the following 
procedure shall be followed:

(a) Following discovery of an untagged alligator or alligator 
hide by the Buypr/Dealer, they shall notify the Department of 
Wildlife & Fisheries, Fur & Refuge Division within 24 hours 
and the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries will place a state 
tagging device on the alligator or alligator hide.

(b) Upon discovery of an untagged alligator or alligator hide 
by Department of Wildlife & Fisheries personnel, such 
personnel shall place a state tagging device on the alligator 
or alligator hide.

(c) The State tagged alligator or alligator hide will remain 
in the possession of the Buyer/Dealer following the placement 
of the State tagging device until such time as the hide tag is 
located or until December 31st of that year, whichever comes 
first. Upon presentation of the missing hide tag and the 
corresponding Buyer/Dealer record which documents a match 
between the tag number and the alligator/hide being held, and 
if the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries then confirms that 
such tag number has not been previously shipped, the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries shall attach a 
replacement alligator hide tag.

(d) If the Buyer/Dealer does not locate the missing hide tag 
following the placement of the State tagging device by the end 
of the allotted time period but is able to identify the tag 
number on a Department of Wildlife & Fisheries issued or 
approved Buyer/Dealer record which documents a match between 
the tag number and the skin being held, and if the Department 
of Wildlife & Fisheries then confirms that subject tag number 
has not been previously shipped, the Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries may, in its discretion, issue a replacement 
alligator hide tag.

(e) The failure of the Buyer/Dealer to produce the correct 
hide tag and/or correct documentation by the end of the 
allotted time period shall constitute a violation of this



part.

(f) The previous or subsequent attachment to an alligator or 
alligator hide of the missing hide tag as described above 
shall constitute a violation of this part.

(g) Violation of this part is a Class 4 violation as described 
in Title 56.

Section G.

1. Insert . delay, between extend and or

Section 1.3.

(g) delete the words processed alligator meat or

(h) delete
t

Section O.
FNewl
8. Any alligator egg or alligator raised on an alligator farm 

shall be carted for under conditions that do not threaten the 
survival of such egg and alligator as determined by the 
biological staff of theTFur & Refuge Division. In making such 
determination, Fur & Refuge Division biologists shall take 
into consideration sanitary conditions, temperature control, 
feeding, overcrowding and other conditions which effect the 
survival of alligator eggs and alligators. If the biological 
staff of the Fur & Refuge Division determines that the 
survival of any alligator egg or alligator is threatened due 
to the conditions on an alligator farm, the Department shall 
notify the alligator farmer and shall provide the farmer with 
60 days to take corrective action. If the farmer fails to 
take corrective action within 60 days, the Department shall 
have the authority to confiscate any alligator egg or 
alligator which remains under conditions that threaten the 
survival of such alligator egg or alligator and to dispose of 
such alligator egg or alligator as the Department deems 
necessary. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

Section Q.

2. DELETE

3. Change to 2.

4. Change to 3.



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of 
R.S. 56:115, 259, 261, 262, 263 and 280, the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission hereby finds that an imminent peril to the public 
welfare exists and accordingly adopts the following emergency rule 
as of 3 September, 1992, amending and reenacting Title 76, Chapter 
7, Section 701:

PART V. WILD QUADRUPEDS AND WILD BIRDS 

Chapter 7. Alligators 

§701. Alligator Regulations

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries does hereby establish 
regulations governing the harvest of wild populations of alligators 
and alligator eggs, raising and propagation of farmed alligators 
tanning of skins and regulations governing the selling of hides, 
alligator parts and farm raised alligators. The administrative 
responsibility for these alligator programs shall rest with the 
Department Secretary; the Assistant Secretary, Office of Wildlife; 
and the Fur and Refuge Division.

A. Purpose.

These regulations are to govern the taking, possession, 
selling, raising and propagation of alligators statewide, both in 
the wild and in captivity. They are enacted to prevent depletion 
or waste, while enhancing utilization of this renewable resource. 
These regulations are based upon scientific study and population 
monitoring and are consistent with federal requirements to qualify 
alligators and alligator parts from Louisiana for international 
export under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. Alligators in Louisiana are not 
endangered but their similarity of appearance to endangered 
crocodilian species requires controls on commerce to minimize 
illegal trafficking of these species and to regulate and maintain 
the wild population of alligators. These regulations provide rules 
to enhance alligator farming operations; establish the methods of 
alligator harvest; establish minimum facility requirements for 
alligator farming; regulate commerce in alligators, eggs and parts; 
streamline necessary reporting requirements; and, establish a 
regulated nuisance alligator control program.

B. Definitions.

The following words and phrases for purposes of these 
regulations shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this
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section, unless the context wherein the particular word or phrase 
is used clearly indicates a different meaning:

1. Alligator - American alligator (Alligator 
mississippiensis) .

2. Alligator Egg Collection Permit - A permit issued by the 
Department allowing for the collection of alligator eggs on 
designated properties described as part of the permit. The 
permit will be signed by the Secretary or his designee, the 
permittee and the landowner/land manager.
3. Alligator Farm (nongame quadruped) - An enclosed area, 
constructed so as to prevent the ingress and egress of 
alligators from surrounding public or private lands or waters 
and meeting other specifications and requirements set by the 
Department, where alligators are bred, propagated, or raised 
as a commercial enterprise under controlled conditions. 
"Alligator Farm" also includes alligator ranching wherein eggs 
are collected i from the wild, and raised, pursuant to 
departmental license or permit.

4. Alligator Farmer - A properly licensed person who raises 
alligators under controlled conditions which prohibit free 
movement of the animals onto and off of the farm or controlled 
area, or who collects and sells wild alligator eggs, and who 
may harvest alligators under the supervision of the 
Department. An alligator farmer must possess a valid nongame 
quadruped breeder's license.

5. Alligator Hide Tag - An official CITES serially numbered 
tag issued by the Department.

6. Alligator Hunter - A properly licensed resident or 
nonresident person who takes wild alligators. Resident 
hunters are divided into four classes:

(a) Commercial - Anyone who is licensed by the Department 
to take wild alligators after having filed application(s) 
approved by the Department which authorize the issuance 
of alligator hide tags to him.

(b) Helper - Anyone who is licensed by the Department to 
assist a commercial hunter during alligator harvest 
activities; alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a 
helper license holder.

(c) Sport - Anyone who is licensed by the Department and 
guided by a commercial hunter during alligator harvest 
activities; alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a 
sport license holder.

(d) Nuisance - A licensed alligator hunter who is 
contracted or otherwise selected by the Department to

2



f

remove designated nuisance alligators and who can be 
assigned alligator hide tags by the Department.

7. Alligator Part - Any part of the carcass of an alligator, 
except the hide and includes the bony dorsum plates, if 
detached from the tagged alligator hide.

8. Alligator Parts Dealer - Any properly licensed person who 
deals in alligator parts other than hides and who:

(a) Buys unprocessed alligator parts from an alligator 
hunter, another parts dealer, or an alligator farmer for 
the purpose of resale; or

(b) Manufactures within the state non-edible alligator 
parts into a finished product; or

(c) Purchases unprocessed alligator meat or processes 
alligator meat for wholesale or retail sale.

9. Alligator Parts Retailer - Any properly licensed person who 
purchases for retail sale finished alligator parts made from 
parts other than hides.

10. Alligator Shipping Label - A serially numbered green label 
issued by the Department required on each shipment of 
alligators being transported out of the state.

11. Bona Fide Resident (1) - Any person who has resided in the 
state of Louisiana continuously during the twelve months 
immediately prior to the date on which he applies for any 
license and who has manifested his intent to remain in this 
state by establishing Louisiana as his legal domicile, as 
demonstrated with all of the following, as applicable:

(a) If registered to vote, he is registered to vote in 
Louisiana.

(b) If licensed to drive a motor vehicle, he is in 
possession of a Louisiana driver's license.

(c) If owning a motor vehicle located within Louisiana, 
he is in possession of a Louisiana registration for that 
vehicle.
(d) If earning an income, he has filed a Louisiana state 
income tax return and has complied with state income tax 
laws and regulations.

(2) As to a corporation or other legal entity, a resident 
shall be any which is incorporated or otherwise organized 
under and subject to the laws of Louisiana, and as to which 
the principal place of business and more than fifty percent 
of the officers, partners, or employees are domiciled in
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Louisiana.

12. Closed Season - That period of time of a calendar year not 
specifically included in the open season.

13. Commission - The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission.

14. Common Carrier - Any agency or person transporting 
passengers or property of any description for hire.

15. Confiscation - The exercise of a right under the police 
power wherein property is seized and held pending court order 
if the seized material is nonperishable, or disposed of 
without judicial intervention if perishable.

16. Consumer - Restaurants and other places where alligator, 
fish, shrimp, or other aquatic life is prepared for human 
consumption; or, any person using alligator, fish, shrimp, or 
other aquatic life for bait or personal consumption.

17. Department - The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries.

18. Designated Collection Agent - Anyone who is permitted by 
the Department to assist an alligator egg collection permittee 
during alligator egg collection.

19. Dressing, Dressed Skins or Dressed Furs - (See 
"Tanning").

20. Finished Alligator Part - Any non-edible alligator part 
that has been completely processed from parts other than hides 
for retail sale.
21. Fur Buyer - Anyone who buys whole nongame quadrupeds for 
the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, raw 
furs or skins from fur trappers, alligator hunters, alligator 
farmers, fur buyers, or fur dealers and who sells to another 
fur buyer or fur dealer within the confines of the state or 
to a nonresident fur dealer licensed by the State of Louisiana 
in interstate commerce, or who acts as an agent of another fur 
buyer or fur dealer in this state in such purchase or sale. 
Fur buyers are divided into two classes, resident and 
nonresident. Resident fur buyers are those who are bona fide 
residents of this state. All others are nonresident fur 
buyers.

22. Fur Dealer - Anyone who deals in whole nongame quadrupeds 
for the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, 
raw furs and skins and who:

(a) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, or
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alligator farmer, either directly or indirectly, and 
ships or exports from this state, either directly or 
indirectly, the raw furs and skins so bought; or

(b) Buys from a fur buyer or other fur dealer and exports 
from this state the raw furs and skins so bought; or

(c) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, alligator 
farmer, fur buyer, or other dealer and sells such raw 
furs and skins for manufacturing into a finished product 
in this state; or

(d) Manufactures such furs and skins into a finished 
product in this state, buying directly from a fur 
trapper, alligator hunter, alligator farmer, fur buyer, 
or fur dealer; or
(e) Transports raw furs or skins into this state for the 
purpose of sale within the state. Fur dealers are 
divided into two classes, resident and nonresident. 
Resident fur dealers are those who are bona fide 
residents of this state. All others are nonresident fur 
dealers.

(f) Converts raw alligator skins through the tanning 
process into finished or partially finished leather 
and/or converts raw (green or dried) fur pelts into 
dressed furs ready for manufacturing.

23. Hatchling - A young of the year alligator which is less 
than twenty three (23) inches in length.

24. Hide - (See "Pelt").

25. Hook - Any curved or bent device attached to a line or 
pole for, the purpose of taking alligators.

26. Hunt - In different tenses, attempting to take.

27. Incubator - An apparatus designed and used for the primary 
purpose of incubating alligator eggs.
28. Land Manager - Any authorized person who represents the 
landowner.
29. Landowner - Any person who owns land which the Department 
has designated as alligator habitat.

30. Licensee - Any resident or nonresident lawful holder of 
an effective license duly issued under the authority of the 
Department.
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31. Nongame Quadruped - Alligators, beavers, bobcats, coyotes, 
gray foxes, minks, muskrats, nutrias, opossums, otters, 
raccoons, red foxes, skunks, and other wild quadrupeds 
valuable for their furs or skins.

32. Nongame Quadruped Breeder - A person properly licensed to 
engage in the business of raising, exhibiting and selling 
nongame quadrupeds on alligator or fur farms.

33. Nongame Quadruped Exhibitor - A person properly licensed 
to engage in the business of raising and/or exhibiting nongame 
quadrupeds.

34. Nonresident - Any person who is not a bona fide resident 
as that term is defined by R.S. 56:8(12).

35. Nuisance Alligator - A specific (particular) alligator 
that poses a threat to human life or property.

i
36. Open Season - That period of time set by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, during which wild 
alligators or their eggs may be lawfully taken.

37. Out-of-State Shipping Seal - A special locking device or 
seal supplied by the Department and placed on or across a 
shipping container by Department personnel prior to shipping 
out-of-state.

38. Out-Of-State Shipping Tag - An official, serially numbered 
tag, yellow in color, issued by the Department required on 
each shipment of alligator hides shipped out of state.

39. Part - For purposes of this section, a part is a division 
of a subsection.
40. Pelt - The skin or hide of a quadruped.
41. Pelting - Removing the skin and/or fur of a quadruped in 
such a manner as to render it marketable.

42. Person - Includes any individual person, association, 
corporation, partnership, or other legal entity recognized by 
law.

43. Pole Hunting - The act of taking an alligator from a den 
with a hook pole or snagging device of any type and includes 
using such devices to induce an alligator to move from a den 
prior to taking.

44. Possess - In its different tenses, the act of having in 
possession or control, keeping, detaining, restraining, or 
holding as owner, or as agent, bailee, or custodian for
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another.

45. Processed Alligator Part - Any part (and its resulting 
products) that has been removed from a legally taken alligator 
and for commercial purposes converted into a finished 
alligator part, or meat prepared and packaged for retail sale.

46. Propagation - The holding of live alligators for 
production of offspring.

47. Raising - The production of alligators under controlled 
environmental conditions or in outside facilities.

48. Rearing - (See "Raising").

49. Resident - (See "Bona Fide Resident").

50. Secretary - The secretary of the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries.

51. Skin - (See "Pelt").

52. Take - In its different tenses, the attempt or act of 
hooking, pursuing, netting, capturing, snaring, trapping, 
shooting, hunting, wounding, or killing by any means or 
device.

53. Tanning - The conversion of alligator skins or fur pelts
into an intermediate or finished form and includes the 
following: crust tanning alligator leather, dyeing alligator
leather, glazing alligator leather, tanning fur pelts, 
shearing fur pelts, and dyeing fur pelts, and includes the 
dressing of skins and furs.

54. Transport - In its different tenses, the act of shipping, 
attempting to ship, receiving or delivering for shipment, 
transporting, conveying, carrying, or exporting by air, land, 
or water, or by any means whatsoever.

55. Wildlife - All species of wild vertebrates.

56. Wildlife Management Area - Any area set aside, maintained, 
and supervised by the Department for the purpose of managing 
and harvesting wild birds, wild quadrupeds, fish and other 
aquatic life under controlled conditions to afford maximum 
public hunting and fishing opportunity.

57. Wildlife Refuge - Any area set aside and designated by the 
Department as a refuge on which wild birds and animals are 
protected. Control of certain forms of wildlife may be 
conducted by the Department.
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C. General Rules.

1. No person shall take, possess, purchase or sell alligators, 
alligator eggs, alligator hides, alligator parts, or goods 
manufactured from alligators, except as provided in these 
regulations and LA. R.S. Title 56.

2. Each alligator, alligator hide, alligator egg, or alligator 
part taken or possessed in violation of these regulations 
shall constitute a separate offense.

3. Alligators or hides of alligators harvested in Louisiana 
shall be tagged in accordance with provisions as prescribed 
in Sec. F, paragraph 5 of these regulations and deviation from 
those requirements shall be a violation and subject hides to 
confiscation. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

4. Pole Hunting, is prohibited. It is legal for a hunter to 
retrieve a shot alligator with a hook pole or to retrieve with 
a hook pole an alligator taken on a hook and line. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

5. An alligator hunter must possess on his person one or more 
current alligator hide tags issued for the property on which 
he is hunting; and if participating in a joint hunting 
operation at least one licensed hunter needs to possess 
current hide tags issued for the property on which they are 
hunting among a group of licensed hunters who are physically 
present in the same location. Violation of this part is a 
class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

6. No person shall release any alligator from any taking 
device for any purpose without first dispatching the 
alligator. After the alligator is removed from the taking 
device the hide tag shall be properly attached immediately 
upon possession. Violation of this part is a class 4 
violation as described in Title 56.

7. Taking or collection of any wild alligator illegally is 
strictly prohibited. Violation of this part is a Class 4 
violation for each alligator taken as described in Title 56.

f All alligators taken in violation of this part shall be
confiscated and in addition to all other penalties provided

L. herein, all alligator licenses of any type held by the
offender(s) shall be revoked for a period of three (3) 
calendar years. If violation(s) of this part involves a farm 
operation, no alligators shall be raised or propagated on the 
offender's facilities for a period of three (3) calendar 
years. Any live alligator(s) confiscated pertinent to any 
violation of this part must be returned to the wild when 
appropriate. Selection of the release site and time of year
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of the release shall be accomplished only after consultation 
with and in agreement with biological staff of Fur and Refuge 
Division.

8. The shipment of alligator eggs out of state is prohibited 
except where special scientific permits have been obtained in 
advance from the Department which specify all such shipments. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.

9. Transportation of alligator(s) into this state without 
prior written approval of the Department is strictly 
prohibited. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

10. It is unlawful to ship alligator eggs into the State of 
Louisiana unless they are to be used for Department sponsored 
scientific studies and these shipments shall have prior 
written Department approval. Violation of this part is a 
class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

11. The shipment of live alligators or alligator eggs out of 
the United States is strictly prohibited unless they are used 
for Department sponsored scientific studies with an 
accompanying authorization signed by the Secretary. The 
transfer of ownership of live alligators out of their natural 
range for commercial purposes is strictly prohibited. 
However, this part does not prohibit a licensed Louisiana 
alligator farm from raising alligators of Louisiana origin in 
a non-range state provided the non-range farm is in complete 
compliance with all applicable state(s) and federal 
regulations. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.
12. There is levied a severance tax of twenty-five cents on 
each alligator hide taken from within the state, payable to 
the state through the Department by the alligator hunter or 
alligator farmer shipping or taking his own catch out of 
state, or by the dealer shipping skins or hides out of state 
or tanning alligator skins in Louisiana. Violation of this 
part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

■3 13. An alligator hunter or alligator farmer may give alligator
I parts to anyone for personal use. Any part of an alligator
"" shall have affixed thereto the name, address, date, hide tag

number, and the license number of the person donating the 
alligator part(s). This information shall be legibly written 
in pen or pencil on any piece of paper or cardboard or any 
material which is attached to the part(s) or to the container 
enclosing the part or parts. This information must remain 
affixed until the part(s) has been stored at the domicile of 
the possessor. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation
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as described in Title 56.

14. A. R.S. 56:280, passed in the regular session of the 1992 
Louisiana Legislature established a state policy which 
protects white or albino alligators and except under 
department permit prohibits the taking of white or albino 
alligators from the wild.

B. Conditions under which any alligator that is white or 
albino may be taken from the wild and under official 
department permit include:

1. Landowners or licensed alligator farmers or ranching 
operators may capture live and unharmed a white or albino 
alligator for its own protection. All such instances of 
possession shall be reported immediately to the 
Department.

2. Any white or albino alligator hatchling produced from 
wild collected eggs authorized by a Department Alligator 
Egg Collection Permit will remain in the possession of 
such licensed operators. Any white or albino hatchling 
must be reported immediately upon hatching to the 
Department on a standard activity report form.

3. Any person who unintentionally takes from the wild any 
alligator that is white or albino by hook and line shall 
immediately report its presence and location to the 
Department. Department personnel of the Fur & Refuge 
Division will on a case by case basis determine the 
disposition of any such white or albino alligator which 
is unintentionally hooked.

C. Any white or albino hatchling produced from a licensed 
breeding pen will remain in the possession such licensed 
operators but must be reported immediately upon hatching to 
the Department on a standard activity report.

D. It shall be a violation if any person intentionally takes 
from the wild any alligator that is white or albino by any 
means.
E. Violation of R.S. 56:280 shall subject the violator to a 
fine of not less than ten thousand dollars and imprisonment 
for not less than six months or more than 12 months, or both.

15. Alligator meat and parts may be shipped in containers that 
are sealed and the parts identified to the CITIES tag of 
origin. A fully executed alligator hunter, farmer, or parts 
dealer Alligator Parts Sale or Transaction form shall meet the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service parts identification 
requirements, provided such form(s) is/are prominently
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attached to the outside of each shipping container. Alligator 
meat/parts shipped to another state must meet applicable 
state/federal requirements of the receiving state. Alligator 
meat/parts exported from the United States must meet the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as well as 
those of the receiving country. Alligator skulls being 
exported shall carry a "tag" containing the CITIES tag 
number and the hunter's name and license number. The skull 
must also be physically marked with the number of the original 
CITIES tag used for the hide of the individual alligator. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

D. Licenses, Permits and Fees.

1. The licenses and fees required for activities authorized 
by these regulations are as prescribed under provisions of 
Title 56, or as prescribed in these regulations, and are:

(a) $25 for a resident alligator hunter's license; 
including commercial, helper, sport, and nuisance types.

(b) $150 for a nonresident alligator hunter's license

(c) $25 for a resident fur buyer's license;

(d) $100 for a nonresident fur buyer's license;

(e) $150 for a resident fur dealer's license ($500 
deposit required);

(f) $300 for a nonresident fur dealer's license ($1,000 
deposit required);

(g) $10 for a nongame quadruped exhibitor's license;

(h) $25 for a nongame quadruped breeder's license;
(i) $50 for a alligator parts dealer license;

(j) $5 for a alligator parts retailer license;

(k) $4 for each alligator hide tag;

(l) $4 for each whole alligator leaving the state as 
alligator shipping label fee;

(m) $0.25 severance tax for each alligator hide taken 
from within the state;

(n) $25 for a Designated Agent Collection Permit.

ll



All license types prescribed above except nongame quadruped 
exhibitor and breeder expire annually on June 30. Nongame 
quadruped exhibitor and breeder licenses expire annually on 
December 31.

2. No person may take, attempt to take, or possess a wild 
alligator in this state during the open season for taking wild 
alligators unless he or she has acquired and possesses an 
alligator hunter's license. An alligator hunter must have in 
possession a valid alligator hunter license to take or sell 
alligators, their skins, or parts. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

3. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 
alligators or alligator skins unless he has acquired a 
resident or nonresident fur buyers license. No resident or 
nonresident fur buyer shall ship furs, alligators, or 
alligator skins out of state. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violatipn as described in Title 56.

4. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 
alligator or alligator skins or shipping alligator skins out 
of state or tanning alligator skins within the state unless 
he has acquired a resident or nonresident fur dealers license. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation.

5. No person may engage in the business of raising and/or 
exhibiting alligators unless he or she has acquired and 
possesses a valid nongame quadruped exhibitor license. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. No person may engage in the business of raising, breeding, 
collecting and selling alligator eggs from the wild, 
propagating, exhibiting and selling alligators alive or 
selling their parts, and killing and transporting them and 
selling their skins and carcasses unless he or she has 
acquired and possesses a valid nongame quadruped breeder 
license and complies with Subsections N and O of these 
regulations. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.

- 7. No person shall engage in the business of buying and
selling unprocessed alligator parts unless he has acquired and 
possesses a valid alligator parts dealer license. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

8. Each retailer purchasing for retail sale, finished 
alligator parts made from parts other than hides, shall secure 
from the department an alligator parts retailer license prior 
to commencing business. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.
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9. No person shall remove and possess alligator eggs from wild 
nests unless he has acquired and possesses a valid nongame 
quadruped breeder license or a valid Designated Agent 
Collection Permit and also has in his possession a valid 
alligator egg collection permit. Egg collection permits will 
only be issued to those persons who demonstrate competency in 
egg collection and handling, have necessary equipment 
accessible and comply with all Department requirements as 
described in Subsection N of these regulations. Violation of 
this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

10. No person shall ship or transport alligators out of the 
state without first applying for and receiving an alligator 
shipping label which shall be affixed to each shipment of 
alligators and is properly completed and validated by 
Department personnel. Violation of this part is a class 3 
violation as described in Title 56.

11. Every alligator hunter or alligator farmer shipping or 
transporting his own catch of alligator skins out of state is 
liable for the severance tax thereon, and shall apply for an 
official out of state shipping tag to be attached to the 
shipment and shall pay the severance tax prior to shipment. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

12. Valid holders of alligator hunter license, nongame 
quadruped breeder license, fur dealers license and alligator 
parts dealer license must comply with the receiving 
state/country requirements and with federal licensing, tagging 
and permit requirements to engage in interstate and 
international commerce involving alligators, alligator hides, 
alligator parts and fully manufactured alligator hide 
products. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

E. Wild Harvest Methods.
1. Alligators taken from the wild may be removed from hook and 
line, and other legal capture devices which may be used, only 
during daylight hours, between official sunrise and official 
sunset. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

2. There are no size restrictions on wild alligators taken 
during the general open season.

3. Legal methods for taking alligators in the wild are as 
follows:

(a) Hook and line;
(b) Long (including compound) bow and barbed arrow; and
(c) Firearms.
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Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.
4. Hooks and arrows may be used only when a line of at least 
300-pound test is securely attached to the hook or head of the 
arrow in such a manner to prevent separation from the hook or 
head until the carcass is retrieved. The other end of the 
line must be attached to a stationary or floating object 
capable of maintaining the line above water when an alligator 
is attached. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.

5. Alligator hunters shall inspect their hooks and lines and 
remove captured alligators daily. Alligators shall not be cut 
loose from hooks and lines for the purpose of selecting larger 
alligators. All hooks and lines shall be removed when an 
alligator hunter's quota is reached. In the event an 
alligator is hooked and the hunter's quota has been reached 
the hunter must release the alligator in the most humane 
method possible. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

6. Baited hooks and lines may be set no more than 24 hours 
prior to the general open season and shall be removed no later 
than sunset of the last day of the open season. Violation of 
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

7. No person possessing alligator hide tags issued for 
privately-owned land or water may take alligators on adjacent 
publicly-owned water unless the taking device is anchored to 
privately-owned land or the person is on privately-owned land 
when the taking occurs, provided that any alligator captured 
on a legal taking device that is anchored to privately-owned 
land or held by a person on privately-owned land may be 
dispatched from a floating craft on public water. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.
8. A person possessing alligator hide tags for publicly-owned 
areas may take alligators by legal means from a floating craft 
on public water for which the tags are issued.

F. Alligator Hide Tag Procurement and Tagging Requirements.

1. Alligator hide tags may be obtained as follows and only to 
properly licensed alligator hunters and nongame quadruped 
breeders.

2. Landowners, Land Managers and Hunters - upon application 
to the Department on forms provided for tag issuance. 
Applications for alligator tag allotments will be taken 
annually beginning August 1 and ending 10 days after the 
season opens. Tags will not be issued after the 10th day 
following the season opening date.
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(a) Maximum tag issuance to individual landowners, land 
managers, or their hunters shall be determined solely by 
the Department. Landowners, land managers, or their 
hunters shall certify total acreage owned or represented 
on a form prescribed by the Department at the time of 
application. The location and acreage of the property 
must be provided which includes parish, township, range 
and section delineation figures.

(b) Land managers and hunters must present a notarized 
document from the landowner verifying their selection to 
represent that landowner and the total acreage 
represented to obtain hide tags.

(c) Payment for all alligator tags shall be received by 
the Department prior to issuance. Numbered alligator 
hide tags shall only be issued in the name of the license 
holder and are nontransferable. A refund will be issued 
for all unused alligator tags which are returned within 
15 days following the close of the season.

3. Alligator farmers - upon request and receipt of payment to 
the Department at any time at least two weeks prior to 
scheduled harvesting, subject to verification of available 
stock by Department personnel. A refund will be issued for 
all unused alligator tags returned to the Department within 
15 days following the last day of the year that issued tags 
are valid.

4. If an alligator hunter is cited for hunting alligators out 
of season, or at night, or on property other than that for 
which hide tags were issued, all unused hide tags and 
alligators in possession shall be confiscated and the 
violator's alligator hunting license shall be revoked. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.

5. A hide tag shall be properly attached and locked using the 
tag's locking device in the alligator's tail immediately upon 
possession by an alligator hunter. Alligator farmers, fur 
buyers and fur dealers may wait until farm raised alligators 
are skinned prior to tagging, but under no circumstances can 
the tag be attached using the locking device more than 48 
hours after dispatching the alligator. Live or dead farm 
raised alligators may be transported with their accompanying 
tags from a licensed alligator farm to a licensed processing 
facility, however each shipment shall be accompanied with the 
exact number of alligator hide tags. In the event that an 
alligator tag contains a factory defect rendering it unusable 
for the purpose intended or becomes detached from an alligator 
or hide, the tag must be reattached to the tail of the 
alligator/hide. The Department will be responsible for the
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replacement of reattached tags prior to shipping out-of-state 
or prior to tanning within the state. It shall be unlawful 
to tag or attempt to tag an alligator with a tag that has been 
locked prior to the taking. Locked tags may be replaced upon 
request at the discretion of the Department. The alteration 
of hide tags is strictly prohibited and will result in the 
confiscation of all tags and alligators/hides and the 
revocation of the violator's alligator hunting license. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6.In the event that an alligator hide tag cannot be located 
when in the possession of a Buyer/Dealer, then the following 
procedure shall be followed:

(a) Following discovery of an untagged alligator or 
alligator hide by the Buyer/Dealer, they shall notify the 
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, Fur & Refuge 
Division within 24 hours and the Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries will place a state tagging device on the 
alligator or alligator hide.

(b) Upon discovery of an untagged alligator or alligator 
hide by Department of Wildlife & Fisheries personnel, 
such personnel shall place a state tagging device on the 
alligator or alligator hide.
(c) The State tagged alligator or alligator hide will 
remain in the possession of the Buyer/Dealer following 
the placement of the State tagging device until such time 
as the hide tag is located or until December 31st of that 
year, whichever comes first. Upon presentation of the 
missing hide tag and the corresponding Buyer/Dealer 
record which documents a match between the tag number and 
the alligator/hide being held, and if the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries then confirms that such tag number 
has not been previously shipped, the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries shall attach a replacement 
alligator hide tag.
(d) If the Buyer/Dealer does not locate the missing hide 
tag following the placement of the State tagging device 
by the end of the allotted time period but is able to 
identify the tag number on a Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries issued or approved Buyer/Dealer record which 
documents a match between the tag number and the skin 
being held, and if the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
then confirms that subject tag number has not been 
previously shipped, the Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries may, in its discretion, issue a replacement 
alligator hide tag.
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(e) The failure of the Buyer/Dealer to produce the 
correct hide tag and/or correct documentation by the end 
of the allotted time period shall constitute a violation 
of this part.

(f) The previous or subsequent attachment to an alligator 
or alligator hide of the missing hide tag as described 
above shall constitute a violation of this part.

(g) Violation of this part is a Class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

G. Open Season, Open Areas, and Quotas.

1. Open seasons are as follows:

(a) The general open season for taking alligators in the 
wild may be established annually by the Commission at 
their regular July meeting. The Secretary shall be 
authorized*to close, extend, delay, or reopen the season 
as biologically justifiable.

(b) Nuisance control hunters may take nuisance alligators 
at any time as prescribed by the Department.

(c) Farm raised alligators may be taken at any time 
following the issuance of hide tags by the Department.

(d) The open season for collection of alligator eggs from 
the wild shall be from May 15 through September 1 of each 
calendar year. Violation of this subpart is a class 4 
violation as described in Title 56.

2. The open areas are as follows:
(a) For the general open season, those areas designated 
by the biological staff of the Department as alligator 
habitat and which can sustain an alligator harvest.

(b) The Department may select public lakes and lands for 
an experimental alligator hunting program. The harvest 
will be controlled by a tag allotment for each lake as 
determined by Department personnel. Applicants for 
public lake hunting must be 16 years of age or older. 
Applications must be received at least 10 days prior to 
the season opening date. A public drawing will be held 
to select hunters. An alligator hunter can receive tags 
for and hunt on only one public lake per season. The tag 
quota for each lake and hunter will be established by the 
biological staff of the Department. Alligator tags 
issued on public lakes and lands are nontransferable.

(c) Wild alligators in the remainder of the state may be
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taken only under provisions as prescribed by the 
Department.

(d) The open alligator egg collection season shall be 
those areas designated by the biological staff of the 
Department as alligator habitat which can sustain an egg 
collection harvest and egg quotas will be determined by 
Department biologists.

3. The daily and season quota is equal to the number of valid 
alligator hide tags that a licensed alligator hunter 
possesses. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

4. Non resident alligator hunters may only take three (3) 
alligators during the open season. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.
5. Harvest rates will be calculated annually by Department 
personnel basetj on biological data. Alligator hide tag 
allotments will be established prior to issuance of alligator 
hunting licenses.

H. Possession.

1. No person shall possess alligators or alligator hides in 
Louisiana without valid official tags properly attached in the 
tail using the locking device as prescribed in Section F, 
paragraph 5. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator farmers may request hide tags or shipping labels 
from the Department to be used on farm-raised alligators that 
have died and may hold those alligators in freezers until 
receipt of the requested hide tags or shipping labels. These 
alligators may be held in freezers for a maximum of 60 days 
prior to disposal. All alligators 24 inches and greater in 
length that die may be skinned and tagged with an alligator 
hide tag within 48 hours of death. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

3. No person other than a licensed alligator hunter, licensed 
alligator farmer, licensed fur buyer or licensed fur dealer 
may possess a tagged or labeled alligator, a tagged raw or 
salted hide of an alligator at any time, provided that legally 
documented tagged or labeled alligators or tagged hides may 
be possessed without license while in transit, or during 
processing for tanning or taxidermy. However, properly tagged 
and documented alligators or hides may be stored at any 
location at the owner's discretion. Violation of this part 
is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

4. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or
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licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess live 
alligators at any time other than by a permit issued by the 
Department upon request for use in displays and educational 
purposes, and by holders of valid Department issued permits 
for scientific purposes. Live, farm raised alligators and 
their accompanying alligator hide tags may be held for 
processing by a properly licensed alligator skinning facility 
without a license or permit. Violation of this part is a 
class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

5. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or 
licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess alligator 
eggs at any time other than Department permitted Designated 
Collection Agents assisting a licensed and permitted alligator 
farmer during wild egg collection, or a holder of a valid 
Department issued permit for scientific purposes. Violation 
of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

6. Any alligators hatched from scientific permits issued by 
the Department shall be returned to the wild under 
Departmental supervision following completion of the research 
project. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

I. Importation, Exportation, Purchase, and Sale.

1. Alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts of 
alligators, may be brought into the state only if the 
alligators, alligator hides or parts of alligators were 
lawfully taken in another state or country and the person, 
firm or corporation bringing the alligators, alligator hides 
(raw or salted) , or alligator parts into the state has 
obtained written permission from the Department. Violation 
of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

2. All alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts 
of alligators possessed, sold, purchased, exported, imported, 
or brought into the state from another state shall be 
accompanied by documented evidence that they were lawfully 
taken. Documented evidence shall consist of, but not be 
limited to:

(a) A resource user license or permit number allowing the 
taking of alligators and tags or other identification 
required by the state or country of origin shall be 
firmly attached to the alligator, alligator hide, or 
parts of alligators; and

(b) A tag or label is affixed to the outside of any 
package or container of alligators, alligator hides, or 
alligator parts that specifies type of contents, 
indicates quantity contained, and lists applicable
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license or permit numbers.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

3. Purchases of alligators, alligator hides, alligator eggs, 
and alligator parts are restricted as follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may not purchase 
alligators or alligator hides from anyone.

(b) A licensed fur buyer may purchase whole alligators 
or alligator hides from a Louisiana licensed alligator 
hunter, licensed alligator farmer, licensed fur dealer, 
or another fur buyer.

(c) A licensed fur dealer may purchase whole alligators 
or alligator hides from a licensed alligator hunter, 
licensed glligator farmer, fur buyer or another fur 
dealer.

(d) A licensed alligator farmer may purchase live 
alligators only from another licensed alligator farmer 
(with a Department approved Alligator Transfer 
Authorization Permit) or the Department.
(e) An alligator farmer may purchase alligator eggs only 
from another alligator farmer, a landowner/land manager 
(with an approved Department alligator egg collection 
permit), or the Department.

(f) A licensed alligator parts dealer may purchase 
alligator parts from a licensed alligator hunter, 
alligator farmer, another alligator parts dealer, or the 
Department.

(g) A licensed alligator parts retailer may purchase 
finished alligator parts for retail sales.

4. Sales of alligators, alligator eggs, and alligator parts 
are restricted as follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may sell alligators, 
alligator hides, or alligator parts taken by the licensee 
during the general open season to anyone who may legally 
purchase.

(b) A licensed alligator farmer may sell alligators, 
alligator eggs, alligator hides, or alligator parts to 
anyone who may legally purchase. The sale of alligator 
eggs or live alligators shall only occur following the 
issuance of a Transfer Authorization Permit. Application
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for the permit shall be made at least 2 weeks prior to 
the transfer.

(c) A licensed fur buyer may sell whole alligators or 
alligator hides to a fur dealer or another fur buyer 
within the confines of the state.

(d) A licensed fur dealer may sell whole alligators or 
alligator hides to anyone who may legally purchase.

(e) A licensed alligator parts dealer may sell alligator 
parts, other than hides, to anyone.

(f) A licensed alligator parts retailer may sell finished 
alligator parts to anyone.

5. Legally tagged and documented alligators, alligator hides, 
and parts of alligators taken in Louisiana may be shipped out 
of state or exported by alligator hunters, alligator farmers, 
fur dealers and*alligator parts dealers subject to Subsection 
K of these regulations (relating to Report Requirements) 
provided that no live alligators or eggs originating in 
Louisiana may be exported outside of their natural range 
without specific Department authorization and the concurrence 
of the United States Fish and wildlife Service, to be used 
only for scientific purposes. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

6. A special permit is required of anyone who sells alligator 
eggs, or live alligators. Violation of this part is a class 
4 violation as described in Title 56.

J. Nuisance Alligator Control.

1. Nuisance alligator hunters will be selected by the 
Department with proper screening by enforcement personnel in 
the region of appointment. Selection may be based upon 
recommendations received from the local governing body. 
Applicants with prior alligator hunting violations will be 
rejected.

2. Nuisance alligator hunters shall purchase a valid alligator 
hunter license and are bound by all laws, rules and 
regulations governing alligator hunting with the exception 
that nuisance alligators may be taken at anytime.
3. Nuisance alligator complaints will be verified by 
Department personnel prior to being approved for removal.

4. Tags will be issued to nuisance alligator hunters. 
Nuisance alligator hunters will attempt to catch nuisance 
alligators and relocate to natural habitat selected by the 
Department. It is unlawful for any nuisance alligator
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captured alive to be sold or otherwise disposed of on an 
alligator farm. Alligators and alligator parts taken under 
these provisions may be retained and sold by the nuisance 
alligator hunter as any other legally taken wild alligator or 
alligator part. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

5. Nuisance alligator hunters may take alligators by any means 
prescribed by the Department. Failure to comply with 
Departmental instructions may result in immediate termination 
of the individual's participation in the nuisance alligator 
program. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

K. Report Requirements.

1. Report forms provided by or approved by the Department must 
be completed and filed with the Department by all persons who 
have been issued an alligator hunter's license, fur buyer's 
license, fur dealer's license, nongame quadruped exhibitor's 
license, nongame quadruped breeder's license, alligator parts 
dealer's license, or alligator egg collection permit in 
accordance with this Subsection. Reports shall include but 
not be limited to the information specified in this 
Subsection.

2. Alligator hunters receiving hide tags from the Department 
are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction form 
furnished by or approved by the Department at the time 
of each alligator part transaction. These forms shall 
be submitted to the Department at the end of the calendar 
year.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 
Department for any hide tags lost or stolen. These forms 
shall be submitted to the Department within 15 days 
following the close of the season. Lost or stolen tags 
will not be replaced.

(c) All unused tags must be returned to the Department 
within 15 days following the close of the season. Tag 
fees will only be reimbursed during this specific time 
period.

(d) The Department must be notified of any trophy skins 
not sold to commercial buyers or dealers within 30 days 
following the close of the season, on official forms 
provided by or approved by the Department.

(e) Each licensed alligator hunter selling alligator
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parts to a person or a restaurant shall provide that 
person with a bill of sale for each transaction.
(f) All records of commercial transactions involving 
alligator parts by alligator hunters shall be available 
for inspection by the Department.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

3. A nuisance alligator hunter shall comply with the same 
report requirements as a commercial alligator hunter and 
complete any other reports required by the Department. 
Violation of this requirement shall result in immediate 
termination of nuisance alligator hunter status. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

4. Alligator farmers receiving hide tags from the Department 
are responsible, for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction 
form, furnished by or approved by the Department at the 
time of each alligator parts transaction. These forms 
shall be submitted to the Department along with the 
annual report. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 
Department, for any hide tags lost or stolen. These 
forms shall be submitted to the Department within 15 days 
following the last day of the year that issued tags are 
valid. Lost or stolen tags will not be replaced. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

(c) All unused hide tags must be returned to the 
Department within 15 days following the last day of the 
year that issued tags are valid. Violation of this part 
is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

(d) Each alligator farmer shall report annually, no later 
than December 1, on an official form provided by the 
Department, all activities that have occurred on the farm 
for the past year including but not limited to the number 
of live alligators as of that date, separated by sizes, 
the number of eggs collected and hatched, the purchase 
and sale of alligators, hides, and parts for the past 
year and the numbers of alligators lost. Failure to 
complete this form properly and completely will result 
in nonrenewal of the nongame quadruped breeder's 
license. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.
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(e) Each licensed alligator farmer selling alligator 
parts to a person or a restaurant shall furnish that 
person with a bill of sale for each transaction. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

(f) Each alligator farmer collecting alligator eggs, 
hatching alligator eggs, selling alligators for 
processing, or selling alligator skins shall submit 
completed forms as provided by the Department within 10 
days following completion of the activity. Violation of 
this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 
56.

5. Fur buyers, fur dealers, alligator farmers and alligator 
hunters engaged in the business of buying and/or selling whole 
alligators or alligator hides must keep within the state a 
complete record on forms provided by or approved by the 
Department, all, purchases and sales of whole alligators or 
alligator hides as described in Title 56, and;

(a) Every fur buyer, fur dealer, alligator farmer or 
alligator hunter having undressed alligator hides in his 
possession shall file with the Department within 60 days 
of purchase or within 60 days of tagging or prior to 
shipping out of state or prior to tanning skins in 
Louisiana, whichever occurs first, a complete report, on 
forms provided by or approved by the Department, a 
detailed description of alligator hides to be shipped or 
tanned. At the time of shipment or prior to tanning, 
Department personnel will inspect hides and replace any 
broken or reattached tags. Department personnel will 
issue the appropriate number of yellow shipping tags, one 
for each shipment. At that time. Department personnel 
will affix a seal/or locking device to each container and 
if container is reopened by anyone other than Department 
personnel or Federal personnel this action will be 
considered illegal. In conjunction with the inspection 
and prior to Department issuance of shipping tag(s) and 
seal(s) or locking device(s), Department personnel must 
collect:

(1) All completed buyer/dealer records for skins in 
each shipment.

(2) Shipping manifest including each skin in 
shipment.

(3) Stub portion of yellow shipping tag completely 
filled-out.

(4) Severance tax owed by alligator hunter.
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alligator farmer or fur dealer.

If any of the above requirements are not satisfied, the 
shipment will not be authorized.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. Fur dealers engaged in the business of buying and selling 
alligator hides must maintain complete records of alligator 
hides purchased inside and outside the state as described in 
Title 56. Fur dealers in the business of tanning alligator 
hides must provide a monthly report, on forms provided by or 
approved by the Department, of all alligator hides being held 
in inventory. Failure to maintain complete records and to pay 
the required severance tax subjects any dealer to the full 
penalties provided and the immediate revocation of his license 
by the Department. No license shall be issued to a dealer who 
has not paid t£e tax for the preceding year. Violation of 
this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

7. Alligator parts dealers acquiring alligator parts, shall 
complete an official alligator parts purchase form at the time 
of each purchase. Alligator parts dealers selling alligator 
parts, shall complete an official alligator parts sale form 
at the time of each sale. These forms shall be furnished by 
or approved by the Department and shall be submitted to the 
Department annually, no later than June 30, and;

(a) Alligator parts dealers shall furnish a bill of sale 
to anyone purchasing alligator parts.

(b) The records of transactions involving alligator 
parts shall be available for inspection by the Department 
and shall be maintained complete for a period of one year 
following any transaction.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.
8. Any alligator parts retailer purchasing finished alligator 
parts shall maintain a bill of sale for each purchase for a 
period of six months after such purchase and these records 
shall be available for inspection by the Department. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

L. Alligator Meat.

1. Alligator meat from lawfully taken alligators can only be 
sold according to state and federal laws, Louisiana Department 
of Health and Hospitals regulations and Louisiana Wildlife and
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Fisheries Commission regulations. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator meat processed in the State of Louisiana and sold 
for human consumption must be processed in a licensed facility 
approved by the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 
and the facility must display a valid permit issued by that 
agency. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 
described in Title 56.

3. All processed alligator meat for sale must be packaged in 
suitable containers which identifies the contents as alligator 
meat, marked with a valid Department license number and comply 
with all state and federal packaging and labeling 
requirements. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.

4. All alligator meat shipped into the state and being offered 
for sale must gneet all of Louisiana's health, processing, 
packaging and labeling requirements. Violation of this part 
is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

M. Disposal of Alligators by the Department.

1. The Department may sell alligators, alligator eggs or parts 
of alligators taken for any purpose deemed necessary for 
proper management of the species pursuant to Title 56.

2. The Department may dispose of alligators, alligator eggs, 
or parts of alligators by donation or lending to a scientific 
institution or other institutions that the Department deems 
have need for such alligators, however these institutions 
cannot sell or barter these animals which must be returned to 
the Department at the conclusion of the program or need.

3. Confiscated alligator hides and parts may be destroyed by 
the Department pending the outcome of the criminal trial.

4. Confiscated alligator eggs or live alligators may be sold 
or may be cared for by the Department and released in suitable 
alligator habitat when and where they can survive when 
appropriate. All costs incurred by the Department in the 
maintenance of these eggs and animals in captivity shall be 
the responsibility of the offender and restitution shall be 
made to the Department. The Department may consign 
confiscated alligators to a licensed farm for raising purposes 
and may compensate the farmer for his expenses by transferring 
ownership to him of a percentage of the confiscated 
alligators; not to exceed 50%.

N. Alligator Egg Collection.
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1. Alligator egg collection permits are a three party permit 
between the Department, the permittee and a landowner/manager 
who owns or leases alligator nesting habitat determined by 
Department biologists to be capable of producing alligator 
eggs. The numbers of eggs to be collected will be based upon 
biological management criteria and will be determined annually 
by technical staff of the Department. The Department only 
estimates the numbers of eggs available and assumes no 
responsibility or offers no guarantee that those numbers of 
eggs will be available. Alligator egg collection permits may 
be obtained upon application to the Department on forms 
provided by the Department. The annual deadline for 
submitting applications for Alligator Egg Collection Permits 
is June 1. This program is experimental and may be changed 
at any time based on biological data to insure for proper 
management of the wild alligator population.

2. Alligator egg collection permits may be issued by the 
Department provided:

(a) Permittee is a properly licensed alligator farmer and 
meets all applicable requirements in Subsection 0 of 
these regulations (Alligator Farm Facility Requirements) .

(b) All land documentation required on the alligator egg 
collection permit has been presented to the Department.

(c) Department biologists determine the properties 
described on the permit application are indeed alligator 
nesting habitat and can sustain alligator egg 
collections.

(d) Applicant has obtained all legal and necessary 
signatures from landowners/land managers.

3. It is unlawful for an alligator farmer or a permitted 
Designated Collection Agent to collect eggs from properties 
other than those described in the alligator egg collection 
permit. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

4. An alligator farmer or designated collection agent in the 
act of collecting or possessing alligator eggs must possess 
on his or her person a copy of the fully executed alligator 
egg collection permit. The designated collection agent must 
also possess a valid designated collection agent permit.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

5. Collection of wild alligator eggs can only be made after 
contacting the appropriate regional supervisor of the
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Enforcement Division no less than 24 hours prior to each 
collection trip.
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described 
in Title 56.

6. Alligator eggs can only be collected from the wild from 
official sunrise to official sunset and only during the 
established alligator egg collection season and shall not 
exceed the number on his Alligator Egg Collection Permit. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 
Title 56.

7. Alligator eggs collected from the wild must be collected 
and transported in a manner which insures the greatest 
survival of viable eggs as determined by Department 
biologists. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

8. Failure to batch at least 70% of viable alligator eggs 
collected from the wild shall be considered a waste of 
Louisiana's natural resources. All alligator egg collection 
permits shall be revoked and no new permits issued should an 
alligator farmer be found to waste the resources of this state 
for two consecutive years.

9. Alligator egg collection permits shall be revoked and no 
new permits issued to alligator farmers who fail to average 
a minimum hatchling survival rate of 85% for two consecutive 
years.

10. The alligator egg collection permittee and the landowner 
are responsible for the physical return of the percentage of 
live alligators to the wild described on the alligator egg 
collection permit. This requirement is nontransferable. 
Minimum return rates will be based upon the state average 
hatching success which is 78%. Each alligator shall be 
returned to the original egg collection area within a maximum 
time of two (2) years from date of hatching. Each alligator 
shall be a minimum of 36" and a maximum of 60" (credit will 
not be given for inches above 60") in size and the returned 
sex ratio should contain at least 50% females. The alligator 
egg collection permittee/landowner are responsible for and 
must compensate in kind for alligator mortality which occurs 
for Department authorized return to the wild alligators? while 
being processed, stored, or transported. The Department shall 
be responsible for supervising the required return of these 
alligators. A Department transfer authorization permit is not 
required for return to the wild alligators which are delivered 
to the farm of origin no more than 48 hours prior to being 
processed for wild release. Releases back to the wild will 
only occur between March 15 and September 30 of each calendar 
year provided that environmental conditions as determined by
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the Department are favorable for survival of the released 
alligators. Should an alligator egg collection permittee be 
unable to release the required number of alligators to the 
wild from his own stock, he shall be required to purchase 
additional alligators from another farmer to meet compliance 
with the alligator egg collection permit and these 
regulations, as supervised by the Department. Department 
sanctioned participants in ongoing studies involving 
survivability and return rates are exempt from these 
requirements during the period of the study. Violation of 
this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

11. The percentage of alligators to be returned to the wild 
shall be selected from the healthiest of all alligators of 
that year class. Abnormal or deformed alligators are not 
acceptable for release into the wild. It is unlawful for 
alligators that are to be returned to the wild to be 
transported out of state. Violation of this part is a class 
4 violation as ^described in Title 56.

0. Alligator Farm Facility Requirements.

1. All first time applicants for a nongame quadruped breeder's 
or exhibitor's license who will house alligators on their 
premises shall show compliance of the following minimum 
facilities as applicable to their particular operation during 
a required facility examination by Department personnel prior 
to license issuance:

(a) Secured premises with adequate barriers to prevent 
escape of enclosed alligators and entry by alligators 
from outside the farm and to deter theft of alligators.

(b) Source of clean, fresh water which shall be adequate 
to ensure for proper care of all alligator stock and 
facilities. This requirement shall be determined by 
Department personnel.

(c) Provisions for both dry area and pooled water within 
the secured area adequate for the numbers of alligators 
to be housed on the premises. This requirement will be 
determined by Department personnel.

(d) Provision for winter protection, either through 
adequate denning space or an enclosed, controlled- 
temperature environment of a design acceptable to the 
Department.

(e) All controlled-temperature alligator sheds shall be 
of a design acceptable to the Department. Each shed 
shall be capable of maintaining a minimum constant 
temperature of 80 degrees Fahrenheit. Minimum space
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requirements for alligators housed in the shed shall be:

(i) One square foot of space shall be required for 
each alligator less than 24” in length.

(ii) Three square feet of space shall be required 
for each alligator measuring 25” to 48" in length.

(iii) One additional square foot of space shall be 
required for each additional 6 inches of alligator 
length for alligators above four feet in length.

(f) All alligator egg incubators shall be of a design 
acceptable to the Department. Each incubator shall 
maintain a water and air temperature of 85 to 91 degrees 
fahrenheit during the egg incubation.

(g) Applicant must be in compliance with all laws and 
regulation^ pertaining to zoning, construction, health 
and environmental standards and must possess any and all 
applicable permits and licenses.

(h) All alligator facilities should be constructed in a 
suitable location so as to minimize contact with people.

2. Following initial issuance of applicable license, all 
applicable facility requirements shall be adhered to and 
Department personnel have the authority to inspect any and all 
of the facilities at any time. Failure to adhere to the 
requirements shall be a violation of these rules and violators 
will be given 60 days to correct the problem. Failure to 
comply shall result in confiscation of all animals and/or 
closure of all facilities. Violation of this part is a class 
3 violation as described in Title 56.

3. All alligator farmers possessing alligator eggs outside an 
alligator nest should house these eggs in an incubator 
providing constant temperature and humidity conditions. All 
incubators used to incubate alligator eggs shall be of a 
design to allow for maximum temperature control and conform 
to Department requirements to allow for the maximum hatching 
success. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

4. All alligator farmers possessing alligator hatchlings shall 
house hatchlings in controlled environmental chambers capable 
of maintaining a minimum temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit 
year round and containing dry and wet areas of sufficient 
surface area to permit all alligators to completely submerge 
in water. All alligators 48" or less in length shall be 
housed in environmental chambers unless a special permit is 
issued by the Department to move them to outside growth areas.
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Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

5. Alligator farmers shall house alligators of different 
lengths into at least three groups, providing separation for 
all alligators less than two feet in length, two to four feet 
in length, and over four feet in length. Land and water areas 
sufficient for complete submersion or complete exit from water 
shall be provided for each group of alligators held. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.
6. All facilities, alligator stock, and records are subject 
to examination by Department personnel prior to permitting and 
thereafter during farm operation. Violation of this part is 
a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

7. It shall be unlawful for alligator eggs or alligators to 
be moved from a licensed premises without permitting/approval 
of the Department. Violation of this part is a class 3 
violation as described in Title 56.

8. Any alligator egg or alligator raised on an alligator farm 
shall be cared for under conditions that do not threaten the 
survival of such egg and alligator as determined by the 
biological staff of the Fur & Refuge Division. In making such 
determination, Fur & Refuge Division biologists shall take 
into consideration sanitary conditions, temperature control, 
feeding, overcrowding and other conditions which effect the 
survival of alligator eggs and alligators. If the biological 
staff of the Fur & Refuge Division determines that the 
survival of any alligator egg or alligator is threatened due 
to the conditions on an alligator farm, the Department shall 
notify the alligator farmer and shall provide the farmer with 
60 days to take corrective action. If the farmer fails to 
take corrective action within 60 days, the Department shall 
have the authority to confiscate any alligator egg or 
alligator which remains under conditions that threaten the 
survival of such alligator egg or alligator and to dispose of 
such alligator egg or alligator as the Department deems 
necessary. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

P. Exceptions.

1. The Department or an authorized representative of the 
Department may take by any means and possess alligators or 
parts of alligators while in the performance of official 
duties.

2. These regulations shall not prohibit a person from killing 
an alligator in immediate defense of his or her life or the 
lives of others. Alligators killed under this provision must
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be reported to the Department within 24 hours. j

Q. Penalty for Violation. ' - '

1. In order to facilitate greater control over alligator 
trafficking, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries finds that public welfare imperatively requires 
emergency action when the provisions of these regulations are 
violated.

2. rh addition to all penalties set forth herein, violators 
may be subject to criminal prosecution under provisions of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes, particularly Titles 14 and 56 and 
under Federal law.

3. In addition to all other penalties provided by these rules 
and by statute, violation of any part of these regulations may 
result in the suspension and/or revocation of any or all 
alligator licegses/permits held by the violator and, as 
further penalty, for serious, repeat, or multiple violations, 
the Department shall have the right to deny a violator any and 
all licenses/permits relating to alligators for a period not 
to exceed three (3) years.

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that imminent peril to 
the public welfare exists because the present rule is no longer 
completely valid because of recent legislative changes concerning 
the alligator program adopted with the recent signing into law of 
HB923, HB1314 and SB647, rulings of state courts, pending federal 
litigation and concerns of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
These changes could drastically impact a thriving 30 million dollar 
Louisiana industry if action is not immediately taken. 
Implementation of the emergency rule will permit uninterrupted 
continuation of this valuable renewable natural resource program. 
The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
authorize and delegate to the Secretary of the Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, the authority to take any and all necessary 
steps on behalf of the Commission to renew this emergency 
declaration if needed to insure the final rule is promulgated, 
including but not limited to filing of the Fiscal and Economic 
Impact Statements, the filing of the Notice of Intent and 
preparation of reports and correspondence to other agencies of 
government.

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Chairman
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My office has been retained by a group of St. Bernard Parish shrimpers to represent 
their interests before this Commission at its public meeting to be held on September 3,
1992.

For the reasons discussed below, and pursuant tv your economic emergency 
powers, we request that the Commission discontinue issuance of permits to bait fishermen 
pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 56:497 (C), at all times during which the 
Commission exercises its statutory power to close the brown and while shrimp seasons 
pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 56:497.

Under Louisiana Revised Statute 56:497, this Commission has the authority to 
designate and fix open seasons for the taking of salt water sluimp. Accordingly, this 
Commission also has the power to close such seasons based upon biological data 
necessitating such closures for the purpose of conserving white and brown shrimp 
populations. There is no doubt that the legislative intent of Section 497 is as a conservatory 
measure. (See the attached Exhibit “A.")

Obviously the State has a legitimate interest tv protect the natural resources o f the 
State through the exercise of statutorily authorized conservatory measures as Section 497. 
At least in theory, the State is doing what it can to abide by their obligations to enforce 
conservatory measures regarding shrimp that migrate into the territorial waters of the State. 
However, in practice, the State has issued bait shrimp permits pursuant to Section 497, 
which in effect counteract the legislative intent and purpose of Section 497 as a
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conservatory measure. By allowing bait shrimpers to obtain permits to take bait shrimp in 
otherwise closed zones of the state, the State is, as a consequence, sanctioning bait 
shrimpers to violate the intended purpose o f Section 497. Also, by doing so, the 
Commission is creating a classification, which in other states has been held to be violative 
o f die United States Constitution in the event that the grounds for the said classification are 
wholly irrelevant to the achievement of the legislative objective.

As stated above, and it cannot be emphasised enough, the stated purpose of Section 
497 is to conserve the white shrimp population. By sanctioning bait permits under that 
same section, the Commission is creating a classification which violates the stated 
legislative objective. Furthermore, nowhere in the legislative history of Section 497 does 
the legislature, or the Commission for that matter, express as a clear objective any 
overriding need on the part o f sport fishermen to have available during the closure of 
shrimp season bait shrimp.

Furthermore, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has in its possession records 
to support the fact that 90% of bait shrimper permits are issued in Zone 1. Interestingly 
enough, Zone 3 is an area jn which bait shrimping is not allowed during the times which 
bail shrimping is allowed in Zone 1. No doubt the influx of bait shrimpers into Zone 1 has 
a strenuous effect upon the population of white shrimp which in turn causes significant 
economic impact upon the fishermen who rely upon the taking o f the white and brown 
shrimp for their livelihood. Such is also the case when you consider that shrimpers are not 
allowed to continue shrimping the same waters that ban shrimpers are allowed to shrimp 
for the sole stated purpose that such harvesting would unduly impact migrating white 
shrimp.

Extreme economic Impact on shrimpers is further evinced by the fact that bait 
shrimpers have been seen fishing for 24 hour periods in various areas o f Zone 1, while 
employing methods o f  taking which violate Section 467. Many shrimpers have 
continuously protested the bait shrimpers activities and have requested this Commission 
and the Department o f Wildlife and Fisheries enforcement office to monitor the bait 
shrimpers* tactics, and to take whatever corrective measures the department is empowered 
to take. The enforcement office of the Wildlife and Fisheries has expressed concerns 
similar to that o f the shrimpers, however, the enforcement office has stated that it does not 
have the resources and man power to adequately control, regulate, and otherwise police the 
methods employed by bait shrimpers to take bait shrimp.

The Commission's issuance of bait shrimp permits coupled with the illegal methods 
of taking employed by bait shrimpers has severely economically impacted shrimpers in this 
state.

The shrimpers I represent, for the reasons assigned herein, ask that this 
Commission exercise its authority to take emergency action to curtail the issuance o f bail 
shrimp permits in order to prevent further irreparable economic harm to the shrimpers, and 
to preserve the stated purpose and intent of Section 497 of Title 56.

Sincerely,

GGD/jmg
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Mr. John Roussel asked that i respond to your request for 
information on the method and purpose of Getting shrimp seasons. 
Our primary purpose in setting seasons is to prevent the waste of 
shrimp. It has been our policy that shrimpers should be allowed to 
harvest all available shrimp of marketable size if such harvest 
will not destroy significant numbers of email, unmarketable shrimp; 
historically '‘marketable size" hao been considered to be 100 count 
per pound.

in Match and April white shrimp of 100 count and larger move into 
the coastal estuaries. if our samples show that in some areas 
Uivse white ehrimp are separate from the small brown1 shrimp we 
recommend short special seasons to harvest the white shrimp in 
those areas; in those areas in which the white shrimp are mixed 
with the unharvestabie brown shrimp wo do not have a special 
season.

In mid-May, the spring inshore brown shrimp season opens during the 
week in which the populations are predicted to reach 100 count per 
pound. The spring season usually closes in the first or second 
v/«ek of July. Although there are still brown sin imp available in 
1 ha inshore waters, the season closes at this time to protect the 
small white shrimp which are moving into the estuaries.

Thu full inshore white shrimp season opens about t h-> third u*. e-r' !■



August. Again this opening date is set so that the shrimp should 
be 100 count in size on opening day. This season usually lasts 
until mid-December; occasionally we may close areas where the site 
of the white shrimp are much smaller than 100 count.
Until a few years ago, the offshore state waters (from the beach to 
3 miles into the Gulf) ‘ were always open. In the last couple of 
years those waters have closed at varying times from mid-January to 
mid-March, We have yet to come up with a satisfactory policy for 
setting a season j.n the offshore waters during winter and early 
spring; however only 3-4 % of the annual landings are caught in the 
state offshore waters from January-April, therefore anv closure in 
thia niea 1m s  little effect on total annual landings.

The federal offshore waters (from .1 miles to 200 miles off the 
beach) have always been open year-round.

If you Wav* any other questions concerning shrimp seasons, please 
advise.

S i n c e r e l y ,

cc: John Roussel



X,



RESOLUTION
BAIT SHRIMPER PERMITS

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

W H E R E A S, Louisiana Revised Statute 56:497 was passed and as amended and 

reenacted became effective July 21,1988, as a conservatory measure; and 

W HEREAS, this statute authorizes the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries to establish open 

seasons for the taking of saltwater shrimp; and 

W H E R E A S , this statute further authorized the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries 

Commission to issue bait shrimper permits in accordance with regulation 

promulgated by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission; and 

W H E R E A S, this Commission recognizes that tire likelihood that persons or entities 

possessing, or who may possess in the future, special bait dealers permits 

to lake shrimp during the “closed season” are or may be doing so in 

violation o f the rules and regulations promulgated by this Commission 

pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 56:497; and 

W H ER EA S, this Commission recognized that the taking of shrimp during the “closed 

season" has and/or may severely and irreparably impact the livelihood of 

licensed shrimpers; and

W H ER EA S, this Commission recognizes the "closed season" has and/or may severely 

and irreparably impact the livelihood of licensed shrimpers; and 

W H ER EA S, this Commission recognizes that the taking of shrimp during the “closed 

season” runs contrary to the stated purpose and intent o f Louisiana Revised 

Statute 56:497 as a conservatory measure, and 

W H EREAS, it is die express intention o f the Commission to honor the express purpose 

of Louisiana Revised Statute 56:597 as a conservatory measure; and 

W H E R E A S , there exists no less restrictive means to honor the express purpose of 

Louisiana Revised Statute 56:597 as a conservatory measure. 

T H E R E FO R E  BE IT R ESO LV ED , by the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries 

Commission, that, by emergency action, initiated by the Secretary of the 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, no bait shrimpers permits are 

to be issued during the “closed season" pursuant to applicable regulations 

promulgated by this Commission.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission hereby authorizes the Secretary 

of the Department to take whatever action is required to promulgate and 

enforce this rule in accordance with the applicable statutes of this state.
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My office has been retained by a group of St. Bernard Parish shrimpers to represent 
their interests before this Commission at its public meeting to be held on September 3,
1992.

For the reasons discussed below, and pursuant to your economic emergency 
powers, we request that the Commission discontinue issuance of permits to bait fishermen 
pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 56:497 (C), at all limes during which the 
Commission exercises its statutory power to close the brown and white shrimp seasons 
pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 56:497.

Under Louisiana Revised Statute 56:497, this Commission has the authority to 
designate and fix open seasons for the taking o f salt water shrimp. Accordingly, this 
Commission also has the power to close such seasons based upon biological data 
necessitating such closures for the purpose of conserving white and brown shrimp 
populations. There is no doubt that the legislative intent of Section 497 is as a conservatory 
measure. (See the attached Exhibit “A,")

Obviously the State has a legitimate interest to protect the natural resources of the 
State through the exercise o f statutorily authorized conservatory measures as Section 497. 
At least in theory, the State is doing what it can to abide by their obligations to enforce 
conservatory measures regarding shrimp that migrate into the territorial waters of the State. 
However, in practice, the State has issued bait shrimp permits pursuant to Section 497, 
which in effect counteract the legislative intent and purpose of Section 497 as a
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conservatory measure. By allowing bait shrimpers to obtain permits to take bait shrimp in 
otherwise dosed  zones of the state, the State is, as a consequence, sanctioning bait 
shrimpers to violate the intended puipose o f Section 497. Also, by doing so, the 
Commission is creating a classification, which in other states has been held to be violative 
of the United States Constitution in the event that the grounds for the said classification are 
wholly irrelevant to the achievement of the legislative objective.

As staled above, and it cannot be emphasised enough, the stated purpose o f Section 
497 is to conserve the white shrimp population. By sanctioning bait permits under that 
same section, the Commission is creating a classification which violates the stated 
legislative objective. Furthermore, nowhere in the legislative history of Section 497 does 
the legislature, or the Commission for that matter, express as a clear objective any 
overriding need on the part of sport fishermen to have available during the closure of 
shrimp season bait shrimp.

Fut themiure, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has in its possession records 
to support the fact that 90% of bait shrimper permits are issued in Zone 1. Interestingly 
enough, Zone 3 is an area in which bait shrimping is not allowed during the times which 
bait shrimping is allowed in Zone 1. No doubt the influx of bait shrimpers into Zone 1 has 
a strenuous effect upon the population o f white shrimp which in turn causes significant 
economic impact upon the fishermen who rely upon the taking of the white and brown 
shrimp for their livelihood. Such is also the case when you consider that shrimpers are not 
allowed to continue shrimping the same waters that ban shrimpers are allowed to shrimp 
for the sole stated purpose that such harvesting would unduly impact migrating white 
shrimp.

Extreme economic Impact on shrimpers is further evinced by the fact that bait 
shrimpers have been seen fishing for 24 hour periods in various areas o f Zone 1, while 
em ploying methods o f taking which violate Section 467. Many shrimpers have 
continuously protested the bait shrimpers activities and have requested this Commission 
and the Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries enforcement office to monitor the bait 
shrimpers* tactics, and to take whatever corrective measures the department is empowered 
to take. The enforcement office of the W ildlife and Fisheries has expressed concerns 
similar to that o f the shrimpers, however, the enforcement office has stated that it does not 
have the resources and man power to adequately control, regulate, and otherwise police the 
methods employed by bait shrimpers to take bait shrimp.

The Commission’s issuance of bait shrimp permits coupled with the illegal methods 
o f taking employed by bait shrimpers has severely economically impacted shrimpers in this 
state.

The shrimpers I represent, for the reasons assigned herein, ask that this 
Commission exercise its authority to take emergency action to curtail the issuance o f bail 
shrimp permits in order to prevent further irreparable economic harm to the shrimpers, and 
to preserve the stated purpose and intent of Section 497 o f Title 56.

Sincerely,

G rego iy tjrb ' Angelo
GGD/jmg



)o* L, Herring 
Secretary

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  W JId lU c i n d  r ls h e r te e  
P o s t O ffic e  Box 98UOO 

Daioix Rouge, L A  70898-9000 
(X>4) 765-2800 

A u g u s t  1 G , 1997

Edwin W. Edwardi 
G o v e rn o r

Hr. John Roussel asked that i respond to your request for 
In tor mat Ion on the method and purpose of getting shrimp seasons. 
Our primary purpose in setting seasons is to prevent the waste of 
shrimp. It has been our policy that shrimpers should be allowed to 
harvest all available shrimp of marketable size if such harvest 
will not destroy significant numbers of email, unmarketable shrimp; 
historically "marketable size" has been considered to be 100 count 
p*r pound.

i.n Match and April white shrimp of 100 count and larger move into 
the coastal estuaries. If our samples show that in some areas 
these white* shrimp are separate from the small brown shrimp we 
recommend sburt special seasons to harvest the white shrimp in 
those areas; in those areas in which the white shrimp are mixed 
with the unharvestable brown shrimp we do not have a special 
season.

In mid-May, the spring inshore brown shrimp season opens during the 
week in which the populations are predicted to reach 100 count per 
pound. The spring season usually closes in the first or second 
wuek of July, Although there are still brown sin imp available in 
tho inshore walece, the season closes at this time to protect the 
omal1 white shrimp which are moving into the estuaries.

The f a l l  inshore white shrimp season opens about t h e5 t h i r d  w o e k  i n





August. Again this opening date is set so that the shfimp should 
be 100 count in size on opening day. This season usually lasts 
until mid-December; occasionally we may close areas where the size 
of the white shrimp are much smaller than 100 count.

Until a few years ago, the offshore state waters (from the beach to 
3 miles into the Gulf) were always open. In the last couple of 
years those waters have closed at varying times from mid-January to 
mid-March, We have yet to come up with a satisfactory policy for 
setting a season in the offshore waters during winter and early 
spring; however only 3-4 % of the annual landings are caught in the 
state offshore waters from J&nuary-Apr11, therefore anv closure in 
thie m  es nos little etfect on total annual landings.

The federal offshore waters (from 3 miles to 200 miles off the 
beach) have always been open year-round.

If you have any other questions concerning shrimp seasons, please
advise.

Sincerely,

cue; .Tutm Roussel



RESOLUTION
BAIT SHRIMPER PERMITS

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

W H E R E A S, Louisiana Revised Statute 56:497 was passed and as amended and 

reenacted became effective July 21,1988, as a conservatory measure; and 

W HEREAS, this statute authorizes the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries to establish open 

seasons for the taking of saltwater shrimp; and 

W H E R E A S , this statute further authorized the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries 

Commission to issue bait shrimper permits in accordance with regulation 

promulgated by the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission; and 

W H E R E A S, this Commission recognizes that the likelihood that persons or entities 

possessing, or who may possess in the future, special bait dealers permits 

to take shrimp during the "closed season" are or may be doing so in 

violation o f the rules and regulations promulgated by this Commission 

pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 56:497; and 

W H ER EA S, this Commission recognized that the taking of shrimp during the "closed 

season" has and/or may severely and irreparably impact the livelihood of 

licensed shrimpers; and

W H ER EA S, this Commission recognizes the "closed season" has and/or may severely 

and irreparably impact the livelihood o f licensed shrimpers; and 

W H ER EA S, this Commission recognizes that the taking o f shrimp during the "closed 

season" runs contrary to the stated purpose and intent of Louisiana Revised 

Statute 56:497 as a conservatory measure, and 

W H ER EA S, it is the express intention o f the Commission to honor the express purpose 

of Louisiana Revised Statute 56:597 as a conservatory measure; and 

W H E R E A S , there exists no less restrictive means to honor the express purpose of 

Louisiana Revised Statute 56:597 as a conservatory measure. 

T H E R E F O R E  BE IT R E SO L V E D , by the Louisiana W ildlife and Fisheries 

Commission, that, by emergency action, initiated by the Secretary of the 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, no bait shrimpers permits are 

to be issued during the “closed season" pursuant to applicable regulations 

promulgated by this Commission.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission hereby authorizes the Secretary 

of the Department to take whatever action is required to promulgate and 

enforce this rule in accordance with the applicable statutes of this state.
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I COASTAL RESTORATION EFFORTS IN LOUISIANA
Bill Good, Ph♦D ., Administrator 

Diana Lee Stellar, Ph.D ., Geoscientist 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 

Coastal Restoration Division 
P.O. Box 94396 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9396

ABSTRACT
Louisiana loses an estimated sixty-five square kilometers of coastal 
wetlands each year as a result of many factors including: hydrological 
modifications, salt-water intrusion, sediment deprivation, and relative 
sea-level rise. Act 6 of the 1989 Louisiana legislature (R.S. 49:213 & 
214) mandated that an aggressive, action-oriented coastal conservation 
and restoration program be implemented by the Coastal Restoration 
Division of the Department of Natural Resources. Since then a 
tremendous amount of progress has been made to conserve, create, 
restore, and enhance the wetlands of Louisiana's fragile coastal zone. 
Subsequently, congressional legislation (P.L. 101-646) has added federal 
dollars to assist in our fight against coastal wetland loss. An 
overview of the programs initiated by these two pieces of legislation 
will be discussed.

Wetland restoration techniques currently utilized include: freshwater 
diversions, sediment diversions, beneficial use of dredged materials, 
hydrologic restoration, canal-bank and shore-line erosion control, 
sediment-capture/wave-dampening structures, and vegetative plantings. 
Examples of each of these types of projects and considerations governing 
their effective utilization will be discussed.

KEYWORDS
Coastal Land Loss, Wetland Restoration Techniques 

INTRODUCTION
Louisiana has the only major delta system on the North American 
continent. The Mississippi River drains approximately 125 million 
square miles, and over the past seven thousand years has been 
responsible for the creation of a rich coastal plain some three million 
acres in size. This state is heir to 40% of the marshes in the lower 48 
states.

Nearly all of our commercially important fisheries species are 
dependant upon wetlands, and that is precisely why they are found in 
such abundance in Louisiana waters. Our fishing industries are 
responsible for harvesting one-third of the national total, Louisiana's 
dock-side fisheries catch is valued at 680 million dollars annually 
(Keithly, 1991) . This does not take into account the many millions of 
dollars worth of business that this resource supports in the form of 
seafood restaurants, tourism, and exported goods.

The annual value of furs and hides varies from year to year, ranging 
from about 2 million to 20 million dollars annually, depending upon the 
quality of the season and the market (Louisiana Cooperative Extension



Service, 1986).

Wetlands also support a recreational component of our economy valued 
at 337 million dollars annually (Bertrand, 1984). 58 million dollars 
of this is attributable to waterfowl hunters alone, which results from 
the fact that 66% of the migratory birds that use the Mississippi 
Flyway overwinter in our coastal wetlands.

Although 40% of the marshes in the lower 48 states are in Louisiana; 
so is 80% of the marsh loss in the lower 48 states (U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, 1987). Currently, Louisiana is suffering the loss of twenty- 
five square miles of coastal wetlands each year. Most of this loss 
occurs in the interior marshes.

Louisiana's coastlines have serious problems too. A recently 
completed five-year study, conducted by the United State Geological 
Survey, concluded that Louisiana coastlines, especially the barrier 
islands, have the highest erosion rates of any state in the nation. 
These wetlands have suffered as a result of efforts to develop an 
extensive network of navigation waterways, flood protection levees, and 
mineral extraction access routes. The natural flow of freshwater and 
sediment over the wetlands, the life support system to many thousands of 
wetland acres, has been virtually cut off. Compounding this problem is 
the fact that the barriers to saltwater intrusion such as bayou ridges, 
barrier islands, and the marshes themselves have been riddled with man
made channels to the sea.

Many coastal basins have already been hard hit by wetland loss. In 
the 22 years between 1956 and 1978 the marsh loss by basin has been: 
Pontchartrain, 18,211 hectares? Barataria, 62,323 hectares? Breton 
Sound, 17,807 hectares? Mississippi River Delta, 30,352 hectares; 
Terrebonne, 72,316 hectares? Lower Atchafalaya, 1,118 hectares; 
Teche/Vermilion, 40,267 hectares; Mermentau, 30,558 hectares; and 
Calcasieu/Sabine, 53,385 hectares (the relative numbers are shown in 
Figure 1).

Calcasieu/Sabine Porrtchartrain

Teche/Vermillion

Breton Sound 
17,807

1 ,1 1 8  7 2 ,3 1 6
Lower Terrebonne

Mississippi River Delta 
30,352

Atchafalaya

Figure 1. Marsh loss in hectares by basin from 1956 to 1978.



In response to this catastrophe, the state dedicated a portion of its 
mineral revenues to a "State Wetland Trust Fund" through R.S. 49:213&214 
to combat the problem. This legislation further states that "Primary 
responsibility for carrying out the elements of the [Coastal Vegetated 
Wetlands Conservation and Restoration (Act)] is placed in the office of 
coastal restoration and management within the Department of Natural 
Resources."

The Coastal Restoration Division is within the office of coastal 
restoration and management and is directed by R.S. 49:214 to plan, 
implement, operate, maintain, and monitor projects that are designed to 
conserve, enhance, restore and create coastal, vegetated wetlands. This 
is accomplished through planning and implementation of projects such as 
freshwater diversions, vegetation plantings, hydrologic restoration, 
sediment capture, beneficial use of dredged materials, and shoreline 
stabilization. These projects are financed by the constitutionally 
protected Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Fund.

This fund also provides the financial base for Louisiana to cost- 
share with the federal government on wetlands improvements. This 
multiplies the effectiveness of state money spent by a factor of four. 
The recently completed Caernarvon freshwater diversion structure, which 
is expected to preserve 6400 hectares of coastal wetlands over a 50-year 
period, is an excellent example. Of the $26 million for construction, 
Louisiana's share came to $6.5 million. We are now entering the second 
year of a federal/state initiative with even greater promise —  the 
Breaux-Johnston Bill which will provide up to $35 million annually in 
federal monies for the state's coastal restoration program.

The organization of the Coastal Restoration Division reflects the 
manner in which DNR has elected to approach the mandate of an 
aggressive, construction oriented, restoration program. The Division is 
comprised of five sections: the Biological Analysis and Monitoring 
Section, the Engineering Section, the Federal Programs Assistance 
Section, the Crowley Planning Section, and the Project and Budget 
Management Section,

Since 1989 (as of June 1, 1992) the CRD has initiated 48 construction 
projects, and if vegetation planting projects were also tallied, this 
number more than doubles. Money obligated towards projects during the 
first year and a half of the program as it currently exists, comes to 
18.6 million dollars. Projecting money that will have been obligated 
through the second year and a half of the program, that being the period 
from January 13, 1992, through the end of state fiscal year 1993, is 
36.2 million dollars. Thus, under the current administration, the rate 
of wetland restoration project implementation has nearly doubled.

Louisiana has made bold strides to address its coastal wetland loss 
problem. An important consequence of this was that our legislation set 
the stage for a similar wetland restoration initiative at the federal 
level. On the heals of this state initiative, our congressional 
delegation succeeded in securing federal funds to match our state funds 
on a three-to-one basis. The Breaux-Johnston Act, or P.L. 101-646, will 
provide up to about 35 million dollars per year through state fiscal 
year 1996. This legislation comes up for reauthorization in 1996.



Although no Breaux-Johnston projects have been initiated to date, 
several projects are currently nearing the construction phase.

Both the state and federal programs are action oriented, and consist 
of the planning and implementation of site-specific projects. In order 
to fully appreciate the nature of these projects it is helpful to 
examine some of the projects done to date, and some planned for the 
immediate future. The following examples were chosen to highlight some 
of the wetland restoration techniques currently in use, the costs 
involved, and the rationale behind them. The following is not an 
complete listing, but detailed information is available for any project 
of interest.

EXAMPLES OF RESTORATION TECHNIQUES
The following projects are grouped by hydrologic basin. The state's 

coastal zone is divided into nine hydrologic basins, which are, moving 
from east to west? the Pontchartrain, Breton Sound, Mississippi River 
Delta, Barataria, Terrebonne, Atchafalaya, Teche/Vermilion, Mermentau, 
and the Calcasieu/Sabine.

In the Pontchartrain basin, some of the most severe wetland loss to 
date on a local level has occurred as a result of a canal that was 
dredged through the southwest lake shore and across the LaBranche 
wetlands in order to facilitate construction of the elevated portion of 
1-10. This large access canal was plugged in 1987 and 152.4 linear 
meters of lake shoreline were reinforced. Currently, the shoreline 
stabilization project is being expanded to provide protection for an 
additional segment of critically eroding shoreline.

It was at LaBranche that the CRD developed the current brush-fence 
design (Figure 2).

L A B R A N C H E  B R U S H  F E N C E S
L A K E  P O N T C H A R T R A I N

Figure 2. Locations of the LaBranche brush fences



This "crib" design allows for relatively quick construction of retaining 
structures and for efficient placement the trees, thus reducing 
construction costs and rendering the technique practical on a scale 
large enough to produce significant effects. This technique has enjoyed 
tremendous public support, and state has received positive national 
exposure for our innovative method of recycling Christmas trees.

The objectives of brush-fence projects are two-fold. The primary 
objective is to reduce wave energy. The second major objective is the 
creation of a reef-like habitat. The reef effect provides cover for 
many species of aquatic organisms. The overall effects of a properly 
constructed brush fence include: erosion reduction or an actual gain in 
marsh habitat and increase in overall aquatic productivity.

As a cumulative result of the canal-plug, other water control 
structures, brush-fences, and planting projects in the area, there has 
been a marked reduction of salt-water intrusion into the LaBranche area, 
sediment has accreted at Site 1 (Figures 2 and 3), aquatic productivity 
has increased, and erosion has been reversed in some places —  vegetated 
wetlands are displacing areas of open water.

LaBranche Wetlands
Site 1 - lines 5 & 3

Christmas tree 
fence

- 90-91 accretion
l ie  tW aie cU r o  iW iU  I 'n  iee A  tc »  I  *  ic A  i w  V* iw  iW w  n e  * e  m  3e"

North South

- e -  May 1990 — Oct  1991

Figure 3. LaBranche wetlands survey lines 
showing sediment accretion.

Another area of the Pontchartrain Basin worthy of discussion is the 
Central Wetland in St. Bernard Parish. A 7598 hectare marsh between 
Bayou Dupre1 and Bayou Bienvenue, known as the Central Wetlands, were 
severely impacted by salt-water intrusion upon the completion of the 
Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MRGO) in 1963. The Violet Siphon was 
built in 1979 to deliver river water to the Central Wetlands. It has



been rehabilitated as of May 1992. The Violet Siphon project, along 
with other marsh enhancement projects planned for the future, should 
have a substantial positive effect on the Central Wetlands.

In the Breton Sound basin, the MRGO and subsidence have virtually 
eliminated all of the area’s fresh-intermediate marsh over the past 
thirty years. This has greatly reduced the biological diversity of the 
area and has forced the oyster producing grounds inland, closer to areas 
polluted by urban and industrial discharges. Freshwater diversions have 
been the technique of choice to re-establish better freshwater gradients 
along the Mississippi River.

The Caernarvon Freshwater diversion project was officially dedicated 
in April of 1991. Up to 226.5 cubic meters of water per second can be 
introduced into the upper end of the Breton Sound Estuary according to 
an operational plan intended to mimic the overbank flooding cycle of the 
river. To date, the project has come close to bringing elevated 
salinities down to desired levels in the target area of the public seed 
grounds (Figure 4). The construction cost for the project was $26 
million, utilizing trust-fund dollars matched three-to one with federal 
dollars. This was the first project of its type to be built in the 
nation.

C a e rn a rv o n  S a lin ity  Review

June *1 bafy »l Au* »i Sept »1 Oct »1 Nee 91 Dec 91

1991 Dete -  Cocpe «f bflacciw Data 
* stetloa Aecrmf* Mew Terget Regteae W/A Q Deilp * lOOcf.

Figure 4. Comparison of 1991 salinities in the
Caernarvon freshwater diversion oyster 
seed grounds with the target salinities.

The Mississippi delta is treated as a separate hydrologic basin 
because of its unique characteristics. Here, because of the extremely 
high rate of subsidence, land loss has been a severe problem. In order 
to create new wetlands at the lowest cost, the state has constructed 
twelve sediment diversions to date, and twelve more are planned for 
construction in 1993 (Figure 5) . These diversions will create up to 400



hectares of marsh. Splay area calculations determined an increase of 
approximately 21, 13 and 51 hectares for the three diversions
constructed in 1986 (Trepagnier, et al., 1992). In addition, two very 
large sediment diversions are planned that will be constructed with 
federal matching funds near the delta that are expected to reate 405 
hectares of marsh each.

Figure 5. Location map of the completed and proposed
Mississippi River delta sediment diversions.

The next basin to the west is the Barataria basin. The wetlands loss 
problem here, as in most of coastal Louisiana, is a result of subsidence 
and salt-water intrusion. Where river water is available, freshwater



diversions have been built or are underway. Where river water is not 
available, retention of rainwater is enhanced, and its exchange with 
marine water is reduced through a process known as hydrologic 
restoration or marsh management.

On the west side of the basin, freshwater diversions are not 
possible. Here, hydrologic restoration projects are planned using 
matching Breaux-Johnston and SCS Watershed (P.L. 566) funding that will 
ultimately protect some 48,500 hectares of fresh and intermediate marsh 
extending from Hwy 90 to West Fork Bayou L ’ours.

The next basin westward is the Terrebonne basin. Rates of land loss 
and barrier island deterioration in Terrebonne Parish are currently 
among the highest in the United States. Land sinking, saltwater 
intrusion, and shoreline erosion are responsible. Freshwater and 
sediment diversions are not viable options in this area; except from the 
Atchafalaya side, and these options will be extremely expensive and 
difficult at best. Accordingly, efforts in this area have focused on 
hydrologic restoration projects in the northern ends of the marshes, and 
barrier island restoration at their southern end.

The barrier islands have been recognized as a critical line of 
defence from Gulf storm surges, as important hydrologic control points, 
and valuable habitat in their own right. The restoration of Wine Island 
is a case in point of what can be done to breathe new life into these 
dying islands. Wine island, located about 18 km south-southeast of 
Cocodrie, was at one time an important resting and breeding site for 
several species of shore birds. The island had completely eroded away, 
and was no more than a shoal in 1990. A rock containment dike was 
constructed on the shoal and filled with material pumped to the site in 
conjunction with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers maintenance of the 
Houma Navigation Canal. Approximately 12 hectares of emergent wetlands 
was constructed on the site.

The Atchafalaya Basin, is the only basin with a net wetland gain 
because of the emerging Atchafalaya delta. This process will off-set 
some of the wetland losses in other parts of the coastal zone, and 
should be managed so as to maximize the development of this delta. 
Currently, DNR is working with the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
to manage river-borne sediment using brush fences in order to speed up 
the wetland creation process in the area. State Wetlands Trust Funds 
are also being used in order to develop a navigational dredging plan 
that will allow for maximum Atchafalaya delta growth while adequately 
accommodating navigation.

The Teche/Vermilion Basin extends from the west guide levee of the 
Atchafalaya flood control system to the Vermilion River— Freshwater 
Bayou System. Shoreline erosion problems are severe along the three 
major bays in the basin. Projects have been initiated to reduce the 
shoreline erosion rates in critical areas.

Another concern in the area is the high rates of canal bank erosion 
along the Freshwater Bayou, Recently, the DNR began negotiating an 
agreement with the Abbeville Harbor and Terminal District to implement 
the Freshwater Bayou Bank Protection project. The length of canal bank



erosion to be addressed by this project is 7.4 km, at a projected cost 
of $2.1 million dollars.

In the Mermentau basin, two of the major problems are excessively 
high water levels north of Hwy 82, and saltwater intrusion south of Hwy 
82. The Pecan Island Freshwater Diversion Project was developed with 
these two problems in mind. The project, located about one mile west of 
Pecan Island in the southwestern corner of Vermilion Parish, will divert 
fresh water, sediment and nutrients from White Lake into the marsh area 
south of LA 82, and is expected to be completed in June of 1992 ♦

The Calcasieu/Sabine basin, which extends from the eastern segment of 
LA 27 to the Sabine River, has experienced devastating wetlands losses 
as a result of the Calcasieu Ship Channel. There is a healthy, 50,000 
acre tract of marsh that has yet not been severely impacted by salt 
water intrusion. Unfortunately, this marsh area is protected from the 
Gulf of Mexico by only one chenier (abandoned beach ridge) which is 
under tremendous erosional pressure, especially in the area from Ocean 
View to Holly Beach. In order to protect this chenier and preserve the 
20,230 hectare marsh north of it, a 5.3 million dollar segmented 
offshore breakwater project is being constructed that will extend for a 
distance of approximately 8.5 km. The completed portion of the project 
is definitely working, as accreted sand is actually visible during low 
tide, extending in tombolo formations from the shore towards each 
breakwater. The project should be completed during August of 1992.

Navigational canals have increased erosion rates locally, and a 
project was constructed at Blind Lake to prevent the Gulf Intercoastal 
Waterway (GIWW) from breaching into Blind Lake (Figure 6a) . If 
breaching occurred the hydrology of the Cameron-Creole watershed would 
be disrupted and a vital component in a multi-million dollar marsh 
management project would be lost. The project consisted of a 0.7 km 
limestone breakwater constructed between the GIWW and Blind Lake at a 
cost of $173,433.00 and 400 cutgrass (Zizaneopsis miliacia) plantings to 
help stabilize the sediment and enhance accretion (Figure 6b) . In March 
of 1992 a visual inspection revealed that the plantings had spread 
laterally to cover 60% of the area behind the breakwater. Elevational 
surveys along three transects revealed that the area had experienced an 
average increase in elevation of 9.75 cm (Figure 7a, 7b and 7c).

Figure 6. Location (a) and design (b) of the Blind Lake project.
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Figure 7. Elevations and accretion from 1989 - 1992 at Blind Lake.

An innovative project built in the Cameron/Sabine basin was the 
terracing project at the Sabine National Wildlife Refuge. An open 
checkerboard pattern of earthen terraces created a baffle effect, thus 
reducing tidal surges in and out of the ponds. The terraces were then 
planted with Spartina alterniflora with sprigs on one side and plugs on 
the other side in a randomized design. Percent survival within one year 
of planting exceeded 90% for plugs and exceeded 80% for sprigs. The 
majority of the mortality occurred on the outside of the terraces where 
environmental conditions were most extreme. The terraces resulted in a 
substantial dampening of wave and tidal-current energy and wave height 
(Figure 8a) ; reduced fetch, induced accretion of sediments within the 
cells; resulted in a marked increase in water clarity and reduction in 
turbidity (Figure 8b), increased marsh area by over 1.2 hectares within 
a year, increased production in excess of 40 metric tons per year, 
reversed shoreline erosion rates to shoreline advance, and added over 11 
km of marsh/water interface, which is a prime fisheries habitat 
(Underwood, et al., 1991; Steyer, et al., 1992). A visual inspection in 
June, 1992, revealed that Spartina alterniflora had started to spread 
away from the terraces out into the ponds. The following benefits are 
expected to result from these factors: a reduction of erosion around the 
pond perimeter, an increase in wildlife habitat, and an increase in 
overall marsh and aquatic plant and fisheries productivity. This 
concept was developed by the Coastal Restoration Division for use in 
Louisiana in areas where soil conditions permit, but the technique has 
national applicability as attested to by the fact that the Soil 
Conservation Service is in the process of developing national standards 
for it.



SABINE TERRACES WAVE HEIGHT 
JUNE 1992

Tim# (Julian days)

Figure 8. Terracing reduction in wave height (a) and turbidity (b).

In Conclusion

Coastal wetland loss problems in Louisiana are catastrophic in 
magnitude, and participation at the private, local, state, and federal 
levels been brought to bear on this problem. Currently, the most 
significant component of this effort, is the work co-funded by the state 
and federal governments through the Breaux-Johnston Act (P.L. 101-646)♦

The planning effort for this program is very rigorous. This 
foundation for the planning effort for this program consists of 
identifying Causal mechanisms of wetland loss are evaluated on a 
hydrologic basin context, and a strategy of addressing this problem is 
implemented through a series of site-specific projects.

Wetland restoration techniques currently utilized include: freshwater 
diversions, sediment diversions, beneficial use of dredged materials, 
hydrologic restoration, canal-bank and shore-line erosion control, 
sediment-capture/wave-dampening structures, and vegetative plantings. 
The appropriate technique will depend upon site conditions, and the 
overall plan for amelioration of wetland loss within the hydrologic 
basin context.

Examples of many such projects are presented in the text.

Although wetland restoration efforts in Louisiana have only recently 
begun in earnest, results to date that much can be accomplished to 
ameliorate the catastrophic wetland loss there. The information gained 
as monitoring of restoration projects continues will serve as a catalyst 
to increase the effectiveness of future efforts.
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TO: LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION ’

SUBJECT: RECONSIDERATION TO AMEND/ELIMINATE THE "SPOTTED
SEATROUT MANAGEMENT MEASURES"

AUGUST 6, 1992

DEAR COMMISSION MEMBERS:

THIS IS A FORMAL REQUEST/PETITION FOR YOU TO RECONSIDER 
AMENDING/ELIMINATING YOUR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE "SPOTTED 
SEATROUT MANAGEMENT MEASURES" RATIFIED DURING YOUR FEBRUARY 
1992 MEETING.

THE BASIS FOR THIS PETITION/REQUEST IS:
1. NON-COMPLIANCE OF THE MANDATED POLICY AND STANDARDS PROVISIONS 

UNDER TITLE 56 PUT IN EFFECT BY ACTS 157 AND 708 OF THE 1991 
REGULAR LEGISLATIVE SESSION.

2. NON-COMPLIANCE OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE LOUISIANA 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT.

3. NON-COMPLIANCE OF ARTICLE V, SECTION 2 OF THE LOUISIANA 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSON’S BYLAWS.

4. DISREGARD OF BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTIONS.

ACTIONS TO AMEND/ELIMINATE THIS "MANAGEMENT PLAN" IS IMMEDIATELY 
NEEDED BEFORE ANY MORE ECONOMIC/SOCIAL HARDSHIPS AND DAMAGE IS 
DONE TO THE LOUISIANA COMMERCIAL FISHERMAN AND SEAFOOD PROCESSORS 
BY THIS BLATANT INJUSTICE.

YOURS TRULY,

PRESETNED ON BEHALF OF THE FOLLOWING:

PETE GERICA, PRESIDENT 
LAKE PONCHARTRAIN FISHERMAN’S 

ASSOC.
HARRY BROWN, CHAIRMAN 
FISH AND TRAPPER COMMITTEE 
LA. FARM BUREAU

HENRY TRULOVE ORGANIZATION OF LOUISIANA
LOUISIANA FISHERMAN FOR FAIR LAWS FISHERMAN

GALE YOEMANS
TERREBONNE FISHERMANS ORGANIZATION 
DONALD LIRETTE, PRESIDENT



AUGUST 18, 1992

MR. JAMES JENKINS, JR. 
P.O. BOX 15279 
BATON ROUGE, LA 
70895

DEAR MR. JENKINS:

PLEASE REVIEW THE ENCLOSED INFORMATION I PUT TOGETHER ON 
WHY WE FEEL THERE IS AN IMPORTANT NEED TO AMEND/ELIMINATE 
THE "SPOTTED SEATROUT MANAGEMENT MEASURES.

THE ENCLOSED PACKET IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR PARTS, ONE ON EACH 
ALLEGATION OF THE PETITION/REQUEST PRESENTED TO YOU AT THE 
AUGUST 6, 1992 COMMISSION MEETING. PARTS I, II, AND III
HAVE REFERENCE MATERIAL WITH EACH PART.

I HOPE THAT THIS WILL HELP YOU UNDERSTAND OUR POSITION THAT 
THE "SPOTTED SEATROUT MANAGEMENT MEASURES ARE AN UNREASONABLE 
INJUSTICE TO THIS STATES COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN.

YOUR CONSIDERATION IN THIS MATTER IS DEEPLY APPRECIATED.

THANKING YOU IN ADVANCE,

JAMES R . BOURGE 
516 MEYERS STREET 
ABBEVILLE, LA 70510

C.C. EACH COMMISSION MEMBER

ENCLOSURE

P.S. CALL ME IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS AT (318) 893-2047



1



FROM THE AUGUST 6, 1992 PETITION

BASIS FOR THE PETITION/REQUEST ARE THE FOLLOWING:
PART I : NON-COMPLIANCE OF THE MANDATED POLICY AND STANDARDS 

PROVISIONS UNDER TITLE 56 PUT IN EFFECT BY ACTS 157 
AND 708 OF THE 1991 REGULAR SESSION.

A. THE AUTHORITY NOTE OF THE COMMISSION'S "TROUT MANAGEMENT
MEASURES" (SEE REFERENCE MATERIAL) STATES:

Promulgated in accordance with Act 157 of the 1991 
Regular Session of the Legislature, R.S. 56 § 6(25)(a);
56 § 325.3; 56 § 326.3.

BOTH R.S. 56 § 6(25)(a) AND R.S. 56 § 326.3 (SEE REFERENCE
MATERIAL ON ACT 157) STATE THAT ANY RULES AND REGULATIONS
ARE TO BE "BASED UPON BIOLOGICAL AND TECHNICAL DATA". THE
"FISHERIES MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR LOUISIANA SPOTTED SEATROUT"
(SEE REFERENCE MATERIAL PAGES 158 and 159) STATES:

"The spotted seatrout population, although intensively 
fished (current harvest levels are at the limit of the 
conservation standard) , has sustained itself with the 
harvest levels of the last ten years. These harvest 
levels form the basis of the conservation standard.
This persistence is taken as an indication that no 
changes in current management measures are necessary to 
protect the population from overfishing. On the other 
hand, recruitment overfished populations may persist for 
many years and then decline rapidly and unexpectedly. 
Current harvest levels in Louisiana for spotted seatrout 
are in excess of those considered to be safe for many 
diverse fishes (as measured by the spawning stock biomass 
per recruit).

THE "SPOTTED SEATROUT MANAGEMENT MEASURES" ENACTED BY THE 
COMMISSION CONFLICT WITH THE BIOLOGICAL DATA WHICH THESE 
REGULATIONS ARE SUPPOSED TO BE BASED UPON, THERE IS NO 
REASONABLE JUSTIFICATION FOR THE COMMISSION'S ACTIONS.

B. NOWHERE IN THE AUTHORITY NOTE OF THE COMMISSION'S "SPOTTED 
SEATROUT MANAGEMENT MEASURES" IS ACT 708 LISTED. THIS ACT 
STATES THE POLICIES, PURPOSES AND STANDARDS IN THE REGULATION 
OF SALTWATER FINFISH (SEE ACT 708 REFERENCE MATERIAL).



R.S. 56 § 638.4 POLICY (SEE REFERENCE MATERIAL ACT 708, 
PAGE 1) STATES "SHALL BE BASED ON THE BEST SCIENTIFIC . 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE.

R.S. 56 § 638.5 SALTWATER FISHERY STANDARDS (SEE REFERENCE 
MATERIAL ACT 708, PAGE 2):
A. (2) CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES SHALL BE

BASED UPON THE BEST SCIENTIFIC, ECONOMIC, BIOLOGICAL 
ANTHROPOLOGICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE.

(4) IF IT BECOMES NECESSARY TO ALLOCATE OR ASSIGN FISHING 
PRIVILEGES AMONG VARIOUS FISHERMAN, SUCH ALLOCATIONS 
TO THE EXTENT PRACTICABLE SHALL BE:
(a) FAIR AND EQUITABLE TO ALL SUCH FISHERMAN;
(b) REASONABLY CALCULATED TO PROMOTE CONSERVATION;
(c) CARRIED OUT IN SUCH A MANNER THAT NO PARTICULAR 

INDIVIDUAL, CORPORATION, OR OTHER LEGAL ENTITY 
ACQUIRES AN EXCESSIVE SHARE OF SUCH PRIVILEGES; AND

(d) IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE CITIZENS OF LOUISIANA.
A REVIEW OF THE NOTE OF AUTHORITY AND TABLE 5.3 OF THE "FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR LOUISIANA SPOTTED SEATROUT" (SEE REFERENCE 
MATERIAL, PAGE 103) SHOWS THAT THESE PROVISIONS WERE NOT 
FOLLOWED AS REQUIRED.

TABLE 5.3 SHOWS THE,LATEST TEN YEAR AVERAGE OF TROUT CAUGHT 
AND BY WHAT USER GROUP. THE RECREATIONAL INTERESTS HAVE CAUGHT 
88% OF THE FISH, YET 100% OF THE COMMISSION'S ACTIONS ARE AGAINST 
THE COMMERCIAL SECTOR. WHERE IS THE JUSTIFICATION FOR IMPLI- 
MENTATION OF THE "SPOTTED SEATROUT MANAGEMENT MEASURES" IN THE 
NAME OF "CONSERVATION".
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u ALLEGATION PART I 
REFERENCE MATERIAL

■*>

COPIES OF:
1. SPOTTED SEATROUT MANAGEMENT MEASURES
2. ACT 157; R.S. 56 § 6 (25)(a) and R.S. 56 § 326.3
3. ACT 708; R.S. 56 § 638.4 and R.S. 56 § 638.5
4. PAGES 103, 158 AND 159 OF THE "1991 FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 

PLAN FOR LOUISIANA SPOTTED SEATROUT" BY THE LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES.



RULE
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts

rules and regulations affecting the management of the spotted

seatrout fishery in Louisiana.

TITLE 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery

Section 341. Spotted Seatrout Management Measures

The rules and regulations are as follows:

A. There shall be a closed season for the commercial take 

from Louisiana waters, and a prohibition of the commercial 

possession of spotted seatrout, including but not limited to a 
prohibition of the possession of spotted seatrout on any vessel 

possessing or fishing any seine, gill net, trammel net, or hoop 

net, whether taken from within or without Louisiana waters, and the 

commercial sale, barter, or trade of spotted seatrout in Louisiana 

from 12:01 AM May 1 until midnight September 14 of every year.

B. There shall be a prohibition of the commercial take from 

Louisiana waters, and the commercial possession of spotted seatrout





on the waters of the state, including but not limited to a 

prohibition of the possession of spotted seatrout during the closed 

period on any vessel possessing or fishing any seine, gill net, 

trammel net, or hoop net, whether taken from within or without 

Louisiana waters from sunset Friday through sunset Sunday for every 
weekend of the open commercial spotted seatrout season.

C. The annual commercial quota for spotted seatrout shall be 

one million pounds.

D. The commercial season for spotted seatrout shall be closed 

each year on 12:01 A.M. May 1, or when the quota has been reached, 

or when the staff of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

predicts the one million pound quota will be met, whichever comes 

first.

E. Nothing shall prohibit the possession, sale, barter or 

exchange by commercial fishermen off the water of fish legally 

taken during any open period, or commercial dealers and anyone 

other than a commercial (fisherman licensed to sell, barter or 

exchange spotted seatrout from possessing, selling, bartering or 

trading spotted seatrout taken legally during any open period 

provided that those who are required to do so shall maintain 

appropriate records in accordance with R.S. 56:306.4.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with Act Number 157 of

the 1991 Regular Session of the Louisiana Legislature, R.S.



56:6(25)(a) ; 56:325.3; 56:326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 18: 

1992).

James H. Jenkins, Jr. 

Chairman

#

Wildlife and 

(February



Regular Session,' 1991 ENROLLED

S E N A T E  B IL L  NO. 534

BY S E N A T O R S  B A N K S T O N  A N D  H A IN K E L

Be it e na c te d  by the L eg i s l a tu re  o f  Lou i s iana :

S e c t io n  1. R.S.  5 6 : 6 (2 5 ) ( a ) ,  and (27) ,  8 (81) ,  325 .1 ,  325 .3 ,  a n d 3 2 6 .3 ,  arc  

h e re b y  a m e n d e d  and ree n a c te d  to read as fol lows :

§6. S p e c ia l  p o w e r s  and  du t ie s ;  s t a t i s t i c s ;  ru le s  and  r eg u la t i o n s ;  r epo r t s  

T h e  c o m m is s i o n ,  th ro u g h  its s e c re ta ry :

( 2 5 ) (a)  Shal l  p ro m u lg a te  rules  and r eg u la t i o n s ,  s u b je c t  to the p ro v i s io n s  

of  the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  P r o c e d u r e  Act ,  to set s e a s o n s ,  t im es ,  p lac e s ,  s iz e  l im i t s ,  

q u o ta s ,  da i ly  take ,  and p o s s e s s i o n  l im i t s ,  ba sed  upon  b i o lo g ic a l  and techn ica l  

da ta ,  for  all w i ld l i f e  and f ish.  Any such  ru le  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  sha l l  have  as its 

o b j e c t iv e  the  sound  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  p r e s e r v a t io n ,  r e p l e n i s h m e n t ,  and 

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  tha t  spe c ie s  for  m a x im u m  c o n t i n u in g  soc ia l  and e c o n o m i c

b e ne f i t  to the  s ta te  w i thou t  o v e r f i s h in g  tha t  c a u se s  s h o r t - t e rm  o r  lo n g - t e rm  

b i o lo g ic a l  d a m a g e  to any sp e c i e s ,  and r e g a r d in g  al l  s p e c i e s  o f  f i sh ,  w i th o u t  

o v e r f i s h i n g  tha t  l eads  to such  d a m a g e .  Any s e ason ,  t im e ,  p lac e ,  s i z e ,  q uo ta ,  

da i ly  take  o r  p o s s e s s i o n  l im i t  c u r r e n t ly  set  by law sha l l  be  s u p e r s e d e d  upon 

p r o m u l g a t i o n  by the c o m m is s i o n  of  new ru les  and r e g u la t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  sp e c i e s .  A q u a c u l tu r a l l y  ra i sed  f ish,  as d e f i n e d  by R.S.  5 6 : 3 5 6 ,  sha l l  

be e x e m p t  f rom the p r o v i s io n s  o f  this S ec t ion .  P e n a l t i e s  fo r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  ru les  

and r e g u l a t i o n s  set  by the c o m m is s i o n  p u r s u a n t  to t h i s  S e c t i o n  sha l l  be 

e s t a b l i s h e d  by law. The  a u th o r i ty  to d e te r m in e  g a m e  f ish o r  c o m m e r c i a l  s ta tus  

of  a p a r t i c u l a r  spe c ie s  shal l  be r e t a ined  by the l e g i s l a tu re .

* *

* * *



SENATE BILL NO. 534

BY SENATORS BANKSTON AND HA1NKEL

Regular Session, 1991 ENROLLED

§326.3.  Possession limits; s ize limits, seasons, quotas, times,  and daily take 

l imits, set by commission; penalties 

Subject to the provisions of  the Administrative Procedure Act and 

specif ically R.S. 49:968 and R.S. 56:325.3,  the commiss ion may set 

possess ion limits,  quotas, places,  seasons, times,  s ize limits ,  and daily take 

limits based upon biological and technical data, for all freshwater and

saltwater finfish taken or possessed in Louisiana waters. Penalties for 

violation o f  any rule or regulations adopted and promulgated by the 

commiss ion under this Section constitutes a class two violation.

* * * *

Section 2. R.S. 56:326(A)(4)  and (D) are hereby repealed in their entirety.  

Section 3. Sections 3, 4, and 6 of  Act No. 889 o f  the 1988 Regular Session of  

the Legislature are hereby repealed in their entirely.

Section 4. Sections 2, 3, and 4 o f  Act No. 78 of  the 1990 Regular Session of  

the Legislature are hereby repealed in their entirely.

Section 5. This Ac,t shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, 

i f not s igned by the governor,  upon expiration of  the time for bills to become law 

without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 o f  the 

Constitution o f  Louisiana.
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Regular Session, 1991 ENROLLED
HOUSE BILL NO. 1592 

BY REPRESENTATIVE ROACH

ACT (Vo. M
AN ACT

To enact R.S. 56:6(27) and R.S. 56:8( 120) through (125) and to enact

Subpart L of Part VII of Chapter 1 of Title 56 of the Louisiana

Revised Statutes of 1950, to be comprised of R.S. 56:638.1

through 638.5, relative to saltwater finfish; to provide

definitions; to provide for conservation and management

policies, purposes, and standards in the regulation of saltwater

finfish; to require the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to

make certain annual reports to the legislature; and to provide

for related matters.
§638.4. Policy

The policy of the state of Louisiana is hereby declared to 

be the following:

Stewardship of the state’s saltwater finfish resources 

shall have as its utmost concern the continued health and 

abundance of the resource and its environs, shall provide for 

optimum sustained benefits to the state, shall be responsive to 

the needs of interested and affected citizens, shall ensure the 

proper and fair utilization of these resources for the citizens 

of the state in present and future generations, shall preserve 

the state's exclusive right to manage the fisheries within or 

beyond its jurisdiction, and shall be based on the best 

scientific information available. In addition, such stewardship 

of the state's saltwater finfish resources shall draw upon 

federal, state, and academic capabilities and promote efficiency 

in carrying out research, administration, management, and

enforcement.



Regular Session, 1991 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1592 

BY REPRESENTATIVE ROACH

ACT No.
§636.5. Saltwater fishery standards

A. The commission shall adopt such rules and regulations,

consistent with the authority granted by this Chapter, and in 
accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, for the

harvesting, conservation, and management of all species of 

saltwater finfish, in accordance with the following standards:

(2) Conservation and management measures shall be based 

upon the best scientific, economic, biological, anthropological, 

and sociological information available.

(4) If it becomes necessary to allocate or assign fishingi
privileges among various fishermen, such allocations to the 

extent practicable shall be:

(a) Fair and equitable to all such fishermen;

(b) Reasonably calculated to promote conservation;

(c) Carried out in such a manner that no particular 

individual, corporation, or other legal entity acquires an 

excessive share of such privileges; and

(d) In the best interest of the citizens of Louisiana.
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PINAL DRAFT —  4/12/91 PM

7.0 CONSIDERATIONS AFFECTING FUTURE CHANGES IN MANAGEMENT

Except for the ability of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries and/or the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to close the 
fishery entirely in the case of some biological catastrophe, all 
management authority for spotted seatrout lies with the 
legislature, and the veto power of the governor. Neither the 
Department nor the Commission has authority to change size or bag 
limits, to increase or decrease the commercial quota, or to use any 
of the other traditional management tools. These limitations on 
Commission authority exist only for spotted seatrout and red drum 
in marine fisheries, and preclude the Commission from managing 
these species. At the current time, the Department principally 
plays only an advisory or indirect role in management of marine 
species. The Department's role is to provide information to the 
Commission or the Legislature about the fish stock, and the fishery 
that depends on the stock. That information is what constitutes 
this document. This process, however, is not responsive and is 
unable to provide timely management for spotted seatrout. The 
legislature convenes only once a year, while fishery management 
must be an everyday activity. The Commission needs to have 
regulatory authority over the species.

At the current time, the regulatory limitations faced by the J 
Department and the Commission may not be critical, as the stock I 
assessment indicates that no immediate change in management is | 
necessary to further protect the stock, and biological evaluation 
of other changes that might be contemplated to simply do a better 
job of management may not be possible at the current time with any 
certainty. Each of these issues is discussed in more detail below.

Sound fishery policy must include a balance of a number of 
factors, not the least of which are the current status of the stock 
and biological profile information of the species in question. Any 
evaluation of these two points is, by nature, limited to the 
available data and specific theories applied to the interpretation 
of that data. All conclusions regarding the status of the spotted 
seatrout stock, as well as the development of the Ricker curve 
relationship (section 5.1), were based on a Virtual Population 
Analysis, that we consider to be the most appropriate statistical 
treatment of the available data. Clearly, the amount of data and 
limitations of statistical methods available must be taken into 
consideration by managers when reviewing any assessment of the 
stock's status and when contemplating any changes in management or 
policy based on such an assessment.

The spotted seatrout population, although intensively fished 
(current harvest levels are at the limit of the conservation 
standard), has sustained itself with the harvest levels of the last 
ten years. These harvest levels form the basis of the conservation 
standard. This persistence is taken as an indication that no

158
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changes in current management measures are necessary to protect the 
population from overfishing. On the other hand, recruitment ovet> 
fished populations may persist for many years and then decline 
rapidly and unexpectedly. Current harvest levels in Louisiana for 
spotted seatrout are in excess of those considered to be safe for 
many diverse fishes (as measured by the spawning stock biomass fiet 
recruit).

The proposed conservation standard is based on the analysis 
for Louisiana that supports setting the standard at 15% SSBR, below 
similar standards for other marine fishes. As discussed in the 
Conservation Standard section, higher levels of SSBR have been 
recommended for other species, including 35% for Northwest Atlantic 
haddock (Gabriel et al. 1984), 30% for Georges Bank Haddock 
(Gabriel et al. 1989), 20% for Gulf of Mexico reef fishes (GMFMC 
1989), and red drum (GMFMC 1988). Goodyear (1989) recommended that 
SPR levels (which were closely associated with SSBR In spotted 
seatrout) be maintained at a minimum level of 20% for stocks where 
stock-recruitment relationships have not been determined.

Therefore, a note of caution must be inserted into the 
management of spotted seatrout. The current status of the stock is 
the result of levels of fishing mortality in the 1980*8, prior to 
current regulations, and the fishing mortality rates since those 
new restrictions. If the current conservation standard proves not 
to be conservative enough management measures may need to be 
instituted to reduce the harvest and increase the spawning stock at 
any time. In the years ahead, the status of the spotted seatrout 
population needs to be continuously and meticulously monitored, and 
management measures initiated quickly to further protect the stock 
if it becomes necessary. At a minimum, no increase in harvest 
levels or rates should be considered at this time.

In the future; other management options, not related to the 
survival of the species, but related to optimizing the fishery 
should also be identified and considered. For example, like other 
intensively fished populations, spotted seatrout are currently, 
harvested at a relatively young age where growth, especially for 
females, is relatively rapid. It is possible, that with a change 
in management, harvest could be delayed somewhat, and the total 
pounds of spotted seatrout harvested could be increased. Of 
course, this would mean that the number of spotted seatrout 
harvested would decrease. Another option might be a protective 
slot limit like that used for largemouth bass that would allow 
faster growing females to be protected while harvesting slower 
growing males. Whether a change to attempt to increase weight 
landed is in order requires calculating what if any gain could be 
realized by harvesting larger fish, and whether that is what the 
public, or the market in the case of the commercial fishery, wants.

\ •
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RART II: NON-COMPLIANCE OF THE LOUISIANA ADMINISTRATIVE
' PROCEDURE ACT

R . S . 49 § 955: ADJUDICATION; NOTICE; HEARING; RECORDS
c . OPPORTUNITY SHALL BE AFFORDED ALL PARTIES TO RESPOND 

AND PRESENT EVIDENCE ON ALL ISSUES OF FACT INVOLVED 
AND ARGUMENT ON ALL ISSUES OF LAW AND POLICY INVOLVED 
AND TO CONDUCT SUCH CROSS-EXAMINATION AS MAY BE 
REQUIRED FOR A FULL AND TRUE DISCLOSURE OF THE FACTS.

SEPTEMBER 5,1991 LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
COMMISSION MEETING (QUOTES FROM "PUBLIC HEARING
TERMED "A TRAVESTY", THE MORNING ADVOCATE)

"What surprised some of the Wildlife and Fisheries 
biologists and other environmental group observers 
attending the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
meeting on S e p t . 5, when the speckled trout proposed
changes were appro v e d , was the refusal to respond to 
questions being asked in the public hearing portion 
of the meeting."

"At one point, HarIon Pearce, seafood dealer in Meterie, 
asked if his questions on potential biological, socio
logical and economic impact were going to be answered. 
He was told that he could put them in writing and 
address them to the Commission and that the Commission 
would instruct the Department to respond to each 
question and point."

"Reporters seated at the press table admitted that this 
was an odd way of conducting a public h e a r i n g .

THIS WAS DONE BY MR. PEARCE (SEE REFERENCE MATERIALS).
A CHECK OF THE QUESTIONS AND DATE OF THE LETTER AND 
THE RESPONSE AND DATE OF FAX SHOWS THAT THESE QUESTIONS 
WERE NOT FULLY ANSWERED IF AT ALL, AND IT TOOK TWO AND 
A HALF MONTHS FOR THE RESPONCE.



FEBRUARY 6, 1992 LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHEIRES
COMMISSION MEETING:

"My name is Barry Schafkrkotter and I am a commercial 
fisherman. Number one, Mr. Jenkins, if I ask you a 
question, you all going to answer it at this meeting, 
or like December meeting play deaf, dumb and blind 
and not answer any questions period?"

(approximate 5 second pause)

Chairman Jenkins: " Make your comments if you will! "

Mr. Schafkrkotter: " No, I am asking you if I ask you 
a question will you answer it? Thats what I am trying 
to find out!" If I ask & question

(interrupted by Chairman Jenkins)

Chairman Jenkins: "You can make all the public comments 
you want within 3 minutes!"

Mr. Schafkrkotter: "Well, I am asking you to answer 
questions, if I ask a question?"

(slight pause)

Mr. Schafkrkotter: "On all these studies has anything
been actually done on the Louisiana Speckled Trout or 
are they using pollock, blue fish from New York or 
where ever as far as the escapement? Are they using 
other figures from other States and applying to the 
State of Louisiana to the speckled trout?

(No r^sporise from the Commission)
(Mr. Schafkrkotter left the mike)
(Chairman Jenkins acknowledged the next speaker)



R.S. 49
G.

§ 955
FINDINGS OF FACT SHALL BE BASED EXCLUSIVELY ON THE 
EVIDENCE AND MATTERS OFFICIALLY NOTICED.

THE EVIDENCE (BIOLOGICAL DATA) DOES NOT JUSTIFY THE 
"SPOTTED SEATROUT MANAGEMENT MEASURES" (SEE REFERENCE 
MATERIALS FROM PART I - "1991 FISHERIES MANAGEMENT PLAN 
FOR THE LOUISIANA SPOTTED SEATROUT").
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ALLEGATION PART II 
REFERENCE MATERIAL

FOUR SEPARATE STAPLED SECTIONS:
1. INFORMATION REQUEST FROM HARLAN PEARCE TO L.W.F. 

KELL M C I N N I S -
2. INFORMATION REQUEST FROM HARLAN PEARCE TO L.W.F 

CHAIRMAN JIMMY JINK INS.
3. LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS THAT WAS ATTACHED TO EACH 

CITED ABOVE.
4. RESPONSE TO THE INFORMATION REQUEST.

i

SECRETARY

COMMISSION

REQUEST



p E A R C E
R E Q U E S T

October 2, 1991
Mr. Kell Mclnnis, Secretary 
LA Wildlife & Fisheries 
2000 Quail Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Dear Kell,
I as well as other seafood industry representatives posed several 
poignant questions at the most recent commission meeting? 
however, you and other commissioners either avoided or refused to 
provide any response.
The purpose of this letter is to request an immediate, direct and 
written response to the following questions which pertain to the 
circumstances surrounding your decision to file a Notice of 
Intent to reduce the commercial quota of speckled trout.

Please respond to the following questions:

(A) What members of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries technical staff were present at the two meetings 
of the commission's finfish task force? What input, if any, 
did they provide?

(B) You pointed out the Enforcement Division had expressed 
certain problems with the implementation of the "special 
strike force" that had been incorporated into the Notice of 
Intent. It is my understanding, that on September 3, 1991 
Jerry Clark stated at, a staff meeting that at the upcoming 
September 5, 1991 commission meeting, you should state 
"these recommendations reflect the position of the 
commission and do not reflect the position of the department 
or the technical staff." Why were you remiss in doing this? 
And for the record, what is the position of the department 
and the technical staff relative to the need for each of the 
proposed changes?

(0) Please provide copies of all interdepartmental memos and 
documents, handwritten notes and letters, notes and memos 
to/from the commission or the Finfish Committee relative to 
this matter.

7133 IVY STltr.KT M inAIRIl.-, LOUISIANA70003 504/738-3160 FAX: 504/738-3169



Mr. Kell Mclnnis 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
October 2, 1991 
Page Two

(D) Four months ago during the 1991 legislative session, 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
testified that there was no need to change the commercial 
harvest or quota of speckled trout. This position was also 
reflected in the voluminous Louisiana speckled trout 
management plan. If the departments position has changed, 
what has occurred over the past four months which would 
require the proposed changes?

(E) Please provide a copy of the Notice of Intent and the 
department's fiscal impact statement.

(F) Finally, I would like to request that the Department prepare 
a report for the past twelve months on finfish citations to 
recreation fishermen who were fined for possessing trout and 
redfish that were either over the limit or undersized.
Also, on this matter I have reviewed the 1989 NMFS 
recreation survey data which among other items reports on 
"catch over the limit" by recreational fishermen. Sixteen 
to eighteen percent (i.e .16%-18%) of their catch of speckled 
trout is in excess of the daily creel limit. This does not 
even consider or count the amount of undersized trout caught 
by sports fishermen. Please have your technical staff 
extrapolate what the total "illegal catch in excess of the 
limit" would be. It appears to me, based on simple 
calculations, that that amount would be in excess of the 
total commercial quota of speckled trout? keeping in mind 
this figure does not even reflect "undersized-illegal" catch 
by sports fishermen. What do you propose to do to address 
and curtail the effort and catch by the group (e.g. sports 
fishermen) that puts the greatest pressure on this resource?

This letter has been sent; on behalf of each organization on the 
attached list. On behalf of all, I trust that you will provide a 
prompt response. Forward your response to the address shown on 
my letterhead.
Sincerely,

Marion Pearce 
Sales Manager
cc: Governor Roemer

Billy Guste
Commercial Fishing Organizations



October 2, 1991

Mr. Jimmy Jenkins, Chairman 
LA Wildlife & Fisheries Commission 
2000 Quail Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Dear Mr. Jenkins:
I as well as other seafood industry representatives posed several 
poignant questions at the most recent commission meeting? 
however, you and other commissioners either avoided or refused to 
provide any response at what was supposedly a "public meeting."
The purpose of this letter is to request an immediate, direct and 
written response to the following questions which pertain to the 
circumstances surrounding your decision to file a Notice of 
Intent to reduce the commercial quota of speckled trout. Please 
respond to the following questions:

(A) Who, if anyone, was notified to represent the commercial 
seafood interest? By what specific means did the Gulf Coast 
Council Association receive notification of these meetings? 
(Please include with your response copies of the taped 
proceedings, any handwritten notes, or any other records 
from these meetings.) And if such notice was sent to 
consumer and commercial interest, how many days prior to the 
meeting(s) was it sent?

(B) Senate Bill 535 and House Bill 1592 requires that any 
modification to quota's and other fishery management 
measures be fair and based on biological, sociological and 
economic data. Please provide the biological, sociological 
and economic justification for the proposed modifications to 
the commercial speckled trout fishery.

(C) Four months ago during the 1991 legislative session, 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries staff 
testified that there was no need to change the commercial 
harvest or quota of speckled trout. This position was also 
reflected in the voluminous Louisiana speckled trout 
management plan. What has occurred over the last three to 
four months which prompts you now to make the proposed 
changes?

7133 IVYSTKK I'T M in'AIRII7., LOUISIANA 70003 504/738-3160 1AX: 504/738-3169



Mr. Jimmy Jenkins
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Commission 
October 2, 1991 
Page Two

(D) Please provide specific instances and the circumstances that 
lead to the perceived need to make the changes proposed in 
your Notice of Intent.

(E) What were your motives and what are you seeking to 
accomplish with the proposed changes. For example, is your 
goal/motive conservation?

(F) What ever the goal(s), wad consideration given to measures 
that would curtail the effort and catch of recreational 
fishermen? If so, what measures were considered? If not, 
why? If such measures were considered but later discarded, 
please explain why.

(G) We were promised copies of the Notice of Intent that was 
read and voted on. Where is it? Why has it taken so long 
to send? Please include a copy with your reply?

(H) When was the Finfish Committee formed? Are there any 
records from public or closed meetings which show 
discussion(s) about the need for the establishment of this 
committee? What is its purpose? Finally, how was the 
original membership to this committee established?

(I) Approximately two years ago the department formed a Finfish 
Task Force comprised of various user group representatives. 
Did this group have an opportunity to provide input? What 
role, if any, will they have in future finfish 
recommendations?

This letter has been sent on behalf of each organization on the
attached list. On behalf of all, I trust that you will provide a
prompt response. Forward your response to the address shown on
my letterhead. , »

Sincerely,

Marlon Pearce 
Sales Manager

cc: Governor Roemer
Billy Guste
Commercial Fishing Organizations



Bill Dekemel
E Bank Commercial Fishermen's Assoc 
Ull Treasure Isles 
Slidell, LA 70461 
504/646-1954
L. J. Brunet, President 
Organization of LA Fishermen 
P. O. Box 220 
Galliano, LA 70354 
504/475-6770

Daniel Shay, President 
Coastal Concerned Assoc.
Rt. 2 Box 64-A 
Creole, LA 70632 
(318)542-4355
Darcy Kiffe, President 
LA Shrimp Assoc.
Rt. 1, Box 241 
Lockport, LA 70374 
(504)532-5887, 532-3635

Charlie Davis, President 
Common Claws, Inc.
Rt. 2, BOX 2795 
Plaquemine, LA 70764 
(504)659-2569

Donald Lirette
Terrebonne Fishermen's Organization 
5347 Grand Caillou Road 
Dulac, LA 70353 
(504)563-7009

Pete Vujunovich, Jr., President
Plaquemines Oyster Association
P. O. Box 253
Port Sulphur, LA 70083
(504) 564-2966 ,,

Lawrence Stipelcovich
Plaquemines Finfish Fishermen's Assoc. 
P. O. Box 272 
Empire, LA 70050

Joe Buras, President
Delta Commercial Fisheries Assoc
P. O. Box 813
Boothville, LA 70038
(504)534-7335

Phil Cantrell, President
8. W. LA Fishermen's Assoc.
712 Arthur Ave.
Lake Arthur, LA 70549 
(318)774-3417, 774-5505

Henry Truelove, President 
LA Fishermen for Fair Laws 
P. O. Box 292 
Charenton, LA 70523 
(318)923-7238
Henry Truelove
Concerned Finfiehermen of LA 
P. O. Box 292 
Charenton, LA 70523 
318/923-7236

Walton Kraver, President 
American Shrimp Processors Assoc.
P. O. Box 50774
New Orleans, LA 70150
(504)368-1571

Tee John Mialjevich. President 
Concerned Shrimpers of America 
P. 6. Box 637 
Belle Chasse, LA 70037 
(504)391-1177

Carlton Delino 
Fishermen for Fair Laws 
HC 69, Box 73 
Cameron, LA 70631 
318/569-2382

Peter Gerica
Lake Ponchartrain Fishermen's Assoc. 
Rt. 6, BOX 285K 
New Orleans, LA 70128 
504/254-0618, 246-3343

Tyrone Edwards
Concerned Citizens/Fishermens Assc 
P. O. Box 63 
Davant, LA 70046

Mike Voisin, President 
LA Seafood Processors Council 
P. O. Box 3916 
Houma, LA 70361-3916 
(504)868-7191
Raymond Couture, Jr., Acting Pres.
8 E LA Commercial Fishermen's Assoc. 
Rt. 1, Box 903 
St. Bernard, LA 70085 
(504)684-3512

Harry Borden, President
St Bernard Oyster Leaseholders Assoc
912 Florissant Rd.
St. Bernard, LA 70085 
(504)676-1347



Daniel Edgar, President
6W Pass Oyster Dealers/Growers Assc
HC 71, Box 394
Franklin, LA 70538
(318)923-7601

William A. "Buster" Kass IV, President 
LA Oyster Dealers/Growers Assoc.
P. O. Box 826
Grand Isle, LA 70358
(504)340-8034, 787-3131

Bill Hayward, President
LA Natural Freshwater Catfish Assoc.
40448 Parker Rd.
Prairieville, LA 70769 
(504)622-4410, 622-1806, 622-2161

i
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A. KtMMrlnnli Ml 
Acting StctclAiy

Department of W ildlife and Fisheries 
P ost O ffice  Box 98000 

B aton  R o u g e , LA 70898 
(504) 765-2800

Buddy Roemev 
Ovvcmor

November 21, 1991

Harlan Pe/iree, Salem Manager 
P&L Seafood 
7133 Ivy Street 
Metairie, IA 70003

Dear Mr. Peaixe:

We are in receipt of your recent letters concerning the proposed spotted sentvout 
management meamiron.

On August 9, 1991 the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission met at LUMCON 
In Cocodr1e , During that meeting the marina fInfish committee was formed.
Members of. the committee were Jimmy Jenkins, Pete VuJnovich, Norman McCall, 
Warren Pol nnd Jeff Schneider.

The committee met twice, after giving public notice on both occasions (copies 
attached) ns required by law. The public meetings were hold August 20 and 29, 
1991. Mi . McCall did not attend either meeting but all other committee members 
were at each committee meeting. The committee meeting on August 20 began with 
committee members expressing their Interests and concerns In spotted seatrout 
management. Presentations wave made by the staff including visual presentation 
of computer models. The committee then discussed with themselves, the staff, and 
members of the public in attendance, a broad range of topics relating to social, 
economic and biological anpoets of the fishery.

At the committee meeting on August 29th, the committee discussed options amongst 
themselves, queried the staff as to the biological Impacts and concluded by 
making a committee recommendation that was unanimously adopted by the committee.

At the commission meeting on September 5, 1991 at which you were In attendance, 
the commission put the committee action on the agenda, took public testimony and 
passed a resolution and notice of intent (both attached). Also attached Is a 
copy of the fiscal Impact statement. Some of the Justifications for the proposed 
rule are outlined in the resolution.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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PARO ?
Harlan I’carccj 
November 2 1 , 1991

Tltere will be a public hearing held on Monday, November 25th at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton 
Rouge, lit the Louiolana Room to provide all Interested persons an opportunity to 
submit data, views, or arguments, orally or In writing concerning the proposed 
spotted oeatrout management measures.

Thank you lor your continued interest.

Sincerely,

A. Kell Mclimls, 111 
Secretary
Louisiana Department

Chairman
Wildlife and Fisheries Conuoteolon

of Wildlife and Fisheries





 ̂ PART III: NON-COMPLIANCE OF ARTICLE V, SECTION 2 OF THE 
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION'S 
BY-LAWS.

ARTICLE V: DUTIES OF THE CHAIRMAN
THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE CHAIRMAN SHALL BE:
2. TO SEE THAT THE LAWS OF THE STATE, PERTAINING TO 

THE PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSION, THE 
ORDINANCES OF THE COMMISSION AND ITS POLICIES ARE 
FAITHFULLY OBSERVED AND EXECUTED.

POINT:
NON-COMPLIANCE OF THE MANDATED POLICY AND STANDARDS 
UNDER TITLE 56, ACTS 157 AND 708. (REFER BACK TO PART I 
AND ITS REFERENCE M A T ERIALS). THE LAWS OF THE STATE 
PERTAINING TO THE FUNCTION OF THE COMMISSION WERE NOT 
FOLLOWED AS REQUIRED.
EXAMPLE: The commission, through its secretary, shall

promulgate rules and regulations based on 
biological and technical data for all wildlifd 
and fish (R.S. 56 § 6 (25)(a).

EXAMPLE: The complete disregard of the Policy and
Standards set forth by Act 708.

POINT:
ARTICLE IX RULES OF ORDER

ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER SHALL BE THE PARLIAMENTARY 
AUTHORITY FOR ALL MATTERS OF PROCEDURES OF THIS 
COMMISSION NOT OTHERWISE COVERED IN THESE BY-LAWS. 

EXAMPLE: FEBRUARY 6, 1992 COMMISSION MEETING AFTER
PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE "SPOTTED SEATROUT MANAGEMENT 
MEASURES".
CHAIRMAN JENKINS: "NO MORE PUBLIC COMMENTS, WHATS 

THE PLEASURE OF THE COMMISSION?"
UNIDENTIFIED COMMISSIONER: "I MOVE WE RATIFY THE PLAN 

AS SUBMITTED AND HEARING FROM EVERYONE CONCERNED."



T-JOHN: "I SPEAK AGAINST THE MOTION!"
CHAIRMAN JENKINS: "JUST A MINUTE MR. T-JOHN, LET ME 

TRY TO RUN THE MEETING. WE HAVE A MOTION, DO WE 
HAVE A SECOND?"

UNIDENTIFIED COMMISSIONER: "I SECOND"
CHAIRMAN JENKINS: "O.K., ARE ALL IN FAVOR?"
T-JOHN: "I'D LIKE TO ADD MY TALK AGAINST THE MOTION.

IF WE ARE GOING TO RUN IT LIKE THE GULF COUNCIL." 
CHAIRMAN JENKINS: "WELL WE NOT RUNNING LIKE THE GULF

COUNCIL, ----  COMMISSION MEETING!"
T-JOHN: "ALL RIGHT THEN".
CHAIRMAN JENKINS: "ALRIGHT, ALL IN FAVOR?"

(VOTE TAKEN)
CHAIRMAN JENKINS: "ONE N A Y , REST YEAS' THE NEXT ITEM," 
T-JOHN: "MR. COMMISSIONER!"

NOTE: CHAIRMAN JENKINS WOULD NOT ACKNOWLEDGE 
COMMISSIONER T-JOHN WHO WAS TRYING TO 
GET THE FLOOR SO HE COULD COMPLETE HIS 
TALK AGAINST THE MOTION.

ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER
ART II GENERAL CLASSIFICATION OF MOTIONS
SECTION 11. "A M7<IN OR PRINCIPLE MOTION IS A MOTION MADE 

TO BRING BEFORE THE ASSEMBLY, FOR ITS CONSIDERATION,
ANY PARTICULAR SUBJECT. IT TAKES PRECEDENCE OF NOTHING - 
THAT IS, IT CANNOT BE MADE WHEN OTHER QUESTION IS 

■ BEFORE THE ASSEMBLY: AND IT YIELDS TO ALL PRIVILEGED, 
INCIDENTAL, AND SUBSIDIARY MOTIONS - THAT IS, ANY OF 
THESE MOTIONS CAN BE MADE WHILE A MAIN MOTION IS 
PENDING. MAIN MOTIONS ARE DEBATABLE, AND SUBJECT TO 
AMENDMENT, AND CAN HAVE ANY SUBSIDIARY [12] MOTIONS 
APPLIED TO THEM.

( ROBERTS RULES OF ORDER REVISED, BY GENERAL HENERY M. ROBERT 
1979, PAGE 51)
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PART IV: DISREGARD OF BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL CONSTITUTIONAL
PROTECTIONS.

FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION:
SECTION I. All persons born or naturalized in the United

States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and of the State wherein 
they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law 
which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of 
citizens of the United States; nor shall any State 
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of l a w ; nor deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

LOUISIANA STATE CONSTITUTION:
ARTICLE I. DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

SECTION 2. DUE PROCESS OF LAW:
No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property 
except by due process of law.

"DUE PROCESS" - (BLACKS LAW DICTIONARY) - The government is 
without right to deprive a person of life, liberty or 
property by an Act that has no reasonable relation to 
any proper govt, purposes, or which is so far beyond 
the necessity of the case as to be an arbitrary exercise 
of g o v t . p o w e r .

"DUE PROCESS" means substantial justice and fundamental 
fairness. (FEDERAL COURT RULING)

The phrase "DUE PROCESS OF LAW" has been expanded beyond its
literal meaning of DUE PROCEDURE and is now interpreted 
to mean that the govt, is without right to deprive a 
person of life, liberty or property BY AN ACT THAT HAS 
NO REASONABLE RELATION TO ANY GOVT. P U R P O S E , or which 
is so far beyond the necessity of the case as to be an 
arbitrary exercise of govt, power. (FEDERAL COURT 
RULING)

THE KEY MEANING OF "DUE PROCESS" IS THAT ANY ACTIONS SHALL HAVE 
A REASONABLE RELATION TO GOVT. PURPOSES AND SHALL BE FUNDAMENTALLY 
FAIR TO ALL INVOLVED.



THIS PROTECTION IS GUARANTEED BY BOTH THE STATE AND FEDERAL 
CONSTITUTIONS.

A REVIEW OF PART I AND ITS REFERENCE MATERIALS ON HOW THE 
COMMISSION SHALL SET FORTH ANY RULES AND REGULATIONS» AND 
THE SUPPORTING BIOLOGICAL DATA; CLEARLY SHOWS A VIOLATION OF 
"DUE PROCESS". THE "SPOTTED SEATROUT MANAGEMENT MEASURES"
ARE NOT FUNDAMENTALLY FAIR NOR IS THERE A REASONABLE JUSTIFICATION 
FOR THE COMMISSION'S A CTIONS.

i
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Joe L  Herring 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

August 21, 1992

M E M O R A N D U M :
TO: Joe L. Herring, Secretary

FROM: Lee Caubarreaux, Assistant Secretary

SUBJECT: Aviation Report - July 1992

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

Total hours listed are:

PILOT TOTAL HOURS

G. Rackle 28.1
B. Stamey 8.9
M. Windham 10.3
D. Clause 24.2.... . .... y...
TOTAL HOURS 7i.5

-0- No Flights

PLANE FLIGHT
HOURS

ESTIMATED1 
COST(TOTAL)

ACTUAL2
COST(TOTAL)

N61092 Amphib 24.0 2,985.84 2,071.77
70365 Float-DC 24.2 2,825.35 2,068.72
N2576K Float-MW 10.3 1,226.22 924.73
N9467Y 210 10.7 1,033.41 2,693.70
N223MS
' . . =

Partenavia 2.3 428.90 245.27
TOTALS ;,UxV;71;50- :-H:::8,;499..72::̂ 8., 004.19

^Estimated Cost is based on a historical average per flight hour.
^Actual Cost substitutes actual maintenance for the month for the average 
maintenance costs used in the previous figure. This is the only figure used in 
the calculation of estimated costs that varies significantly from month to month.

LGC:csg
cc: Debbie Unbehagen, Fiscal

An Equal Opportunity Employer



July 1992
:DATE PILOT'-.':; DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS

N223MS
(Partenavla)
07/20/92 $Camay BR-RusCon-BR: Grambling Univ.,

meeting
2.3 F. Prejean 

F. Niami
TOTAL 2.3

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS ■

N9467Y
(210)
07/16/92 SCarney BR-NI-BR: Aerial Photography, 

Marshi Mgt.
2.8 G. Linscombe

07/22/92 Rackle BR-Rockefeller-Coastal-BR: Marsh
Management Projects

3.8 G. Perry

07/24/92 Rackle BR-Rockefeller-Salvador-BR: 
Alligator Project

4.1 G. Perry

TOTAL 10.7

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS

N70365
(Float-DC)
07/16/92 Clause Pick-up Plane in Houma after 

meeting
.8

07/18/92 Clause NI-Vermilion Bay to Miss. State 
Line-NI: Enforcement, Shrimp, 
Gill Net, Oyster

4.5 J . Whitehead

07/21/92 Clause NI-Texas State Line to Atch. 
Delta-NIEnforcement, Shrimp, 
Gill Net

3.7 J . Calliou

07/22/92 Clause NI-Houma-Coastal-NI: Enforcement, 
Shrimp, Oyster, Gill Net

3.9 R. Chauvin

07/23/92 Clause NI-Houma-Coastal-Miss. State 
Line-Vermilion Bay-NI: 
Enforcement, Shrimp, Oyster

4.0 R. Chauvin

07/28/92 Clause NI-Freshwater Bayou-E. to Miss. 
River-NI: Enforcement, Shrimp, 
Gill Net, Oyster

4.4 R. Labiche



PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS

07/29/92 Clause NI-Freshwater Bayou-Houma Nov. 
Canal-NI: Enforcement, Shrimp, 
Oyster

1.3

07/30/92 Clause NI-Vermilion Bay-Belle Pass-NI: 
Patrol, Shrimp, Oyster, Gill Net

1.6 W. Torres

TOTAL 24.2

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE
:• ' "X 'VO"
hours

.V v
0x0: PASSENGERS ;

N61092
(Amphib)

07/01/92 Rackle NO-Coastal-Sister Lake-NO 
Aborted attempt to Sister Lake

1.1

07/03/92 Rackle NO-Coastal-NO: Enforcement 3.3 A. Adam
07/08/92 Rackle NO-Coastal-NO: DNR Permits 1.4 T. Killeen
07/16/92 Rackle NO-Coastal-NO: Enforcement 2.9 A. Adam
07/20/92 Rackle NO-Coastal-NO: Enforcement 3.2 A. Adam
07/22/92 Stamey BR-Marsh-BR: Aquatic Weed Survey 3.8 C. Biggar
07/24/92 Rackle NO-Salvador WMA-NO: Alligator 

Survey
2.5 G. Perry

07/28/92 Rackle NO-Coastal-NO: DNR Permits 1.8 T. Killeen
07/29/92 Rackle NO-Houma-Coastal-NO: DNR Permits 2.2 R. Serpas

07/30/92 Rackle NO-Galliano-Coastal-NO: DNR 
Permits

1.8 K. Kilgen

TOTAL 24.0

■ ■ ....
DATE • PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS

N2576K
(Float-MW)

07/07/92 Windham NO-Salvador-Pointe-Au-Chien- 
Atchafalaya Delta-NO: Coastal 
Restoration Projects

3.0 M. Meyer 
A. Ensminger

07/09/92 Windham NO-Pass-a-Loutre-NO: Review 
coatal restoration projects, 
Breaux Funds

1.8 J . Radford
K. Vincent 
T . Aktman



DATE DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS

07/16/92 Windham NO-Pass-a-Loutre-NO: 3-D Seismic 
Review

2.2

07/28/92 Windham NO-Salvador WMA-NO: Coastal 
Restoration Projects

1.8

07/29/92 Windham NO-Coastal-NO: Coastal 
Restoration Projects

1.5 P. Naviatik 
G . Lochman

TOTAL 10.3

I



E N F O R C E M E N T  C A S E  R E P O R T
AUGUST 1992



ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT-AUGUST 1992

TOTAL CASBS-56 ENFORCEMENT-56
OTHER -0

23-Boating

22- Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

3-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft 

3-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season 

3-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road

2-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries 

CONFISCATIONS:

2 rifles.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION I
23- Boating 

22-Fishing 

9-Hunting

2-Misc.

REGION 2
TOTAL CASES-62 ENFORCEMENT-62

OTHER - 0
15-Boating

5-Angling W/O A License 

28-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

1-Take Game Fish Illegally

1-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. Lie.

1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

REGION I

1-Hunt Or Take Deer O r Bear Closed Season



Page (2)

REGION 2 CONTT).

1-Taking Or Possessing Alligators Closed Season 

1-Illegal Poss. Of Alligators, Eggs Or Their Skins 

1-Littering

6-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

1-Driving Without Operators License 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 alligator skin, 1-14 foot aluminum boat, 1-40 h.p. motor, 300 yards 2M gill net, 47 bream, 42 crappie, 8 

bass, 300 lbs. fish.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 2 

15-Boating 

39-Fishing 

8-Misc.

REGION 3 

TOTAL CASES-101 ENFORt

OTHER -2

fT-99

24-Boating

43-Angling W/O A License

7-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

1- Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear Lie.

2- Take Game Fish Illegally

4-Taking/Poss. Over Limit Or Undersized Freshwater Gamefish 

1-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. Lie. 

1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

1-Illegal Poss. Of Red Drum & Spotted Sea Trout

1-Allow Another To Use Commercial License
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REGION 3 CONTD.

1- Possess Squirrels Closed Season

2- Take/Possess Spotted Fawn

2- Not Abiding By Rules & Regulations On WMA

3- Criminal Trespass On State Property

5-Littering

1-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries 

CONFISCATIONS:

2 deer, 2 squirrels, 4 bass.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3

25-Boating 

61-Fishing 

16-Other 

REGION 4

TOTAL CASES-63 ENFORCEMENT-63

OTHER - 0

20-Boating

25-Angling W/O A License 

9-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

2-Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s Lie.

1-Transport W/O Required Lie.

1-Hunt Squirrel Closed Season

1-Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

1-Res is ting An Officer

1-Operate ATV Vehicle On Public Road

1-Take O r Possess Of P&ddlefish Or Spoonbill Catfish
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REGION 4 CONTD.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY

CONFISCATIONS:
12 spoonbill catfish, 4 s

20-Boating

1-Hunting

38-Fishing

3-WMA

REGIONS

87-Boating

68-Angling W/O A License

2- Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear Lie.

4-Angling W/O Saltwater Lie.

4-Take Game Fish Illegally 

1-Possess O/L Of Red Drum

6-Take O r POss. Undersized Red Drum 

1-Take Or Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout 

10-Take Or Poss. Undersized Black Drum 

1-Take O r Poss. O/L Black Drum

1- Not Abiding By Commission Rules Finfish

3- Take O r Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. Lie.

2- Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

3- Take O r Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

4- Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s Lie.

Tnr^i. c.kSRSjm ENFORCEMENT-212
OTHER -10
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REGION S CONTD.

1-Fail To Maintain Records

1- Fail To Have Commercial Lie. In Poss.

2- Illegal Shipping Of Commercial Fish Shipping Regs., Tags & Identification

1-Taking Fish Illegally

l-Dlegal Poss. Of Red Drum & Spotted Sea Trout

1-Take O r Poss. Undersize Commercial Finfish

1- Possess Crabs In Berry Stage

2- Allow Another To Use Commercial License

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel

1- Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear

2- Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum

2- Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1-Trawling In Closed Season

3- Take O r Possess Undersize White Shrimp

1- Use Oversize Butterfly Net Or Skimmers

2- Hunting W/O Resident Lie.

CONFISCATIONS:

9 spotted sea trout, 31 black drum, 19 red drum, 19 red snapper, 1,639 lbs. of shrimp sold for $2100.00, 2 

commercial fisherman’s licenses, 1 cobi

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5

87-Boating

133-Fishing

2-Hunting
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REGION 6

TOTAL CASES-203 ENFORCEMENT-203

OTHER - Q

104-Boating

61-Angling W/O A License 

12-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

7-Take Illegal Size Black Bass 

1-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum

1- Fail To Have Commercial Lie. In Poss.

2- Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

1-Take Or Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

1-Trawl In Restricted Area

1-Take Or Possess Undersize White Shrimp

1- Failure To Have Written Permission

3- Unlawfully Take Oysters Off A Private Lease

2- Hunting Doves Closed Season 

1-Resisting An Officer

1-Opera ting Vehicle While Intoxicated 

1-Littering

1- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

2- Hunt/Trap On DMAP Lands W/O Permit From Owner/Lease 

CONFISCATIONS:

7 black bass, 66 sacks of oysters, 1 red drum, 9 lbs. of shrimp sold for $14.40 and 30 lbs. of shrimp given 

to charity, 1 dove.



GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6 

104-Boating

4-Hunting 

91-Fishing

4-Misc.

REGION?

TOTAL CASES-316
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REGION 6 CONTI).

Lie.

1- Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear Lie.

24-Angling W/O Saltwater Lie.

6-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum

3- Take Or Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

2- Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer's Lie. 

1-Transport W/O Required Lie.

1- Possess Crabs In Berry Stage 

20-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

2- Failure To Fill Out Oyster Tags Correctly 

1-Littering

4- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

8-Driving While Intoxicated

1-Criminal Mischief
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REGION 7 CONTI),

CONFISCATIONS: NONE

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7 

100-Boating 

202-Fishing 

14-Other 

REGION 8

TOTAL CASES-300 ENFORCEMENT-264

O lH K K  -  36

71-Boating

89-Angling W/O A License

2-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License 

11-Angling W/O Saltwater Lie.

2-Taking/Poss. Over Limit Or Undersized Freshwater Gamefish

4-Fail To Have Fish Intact

4-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum 

23-Take Or Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

1- Take Or Poss. Undersized Black Drum

4- Poss. O/L Spotted Sea Trout

2- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. Lie.

5- Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

5-Take Or Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

2-Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer's Lie.

1-Fail To Maintain Records

1-Take Commercial Fish W/Non-Approved Devices

l-BIegal Use Of Monofilament
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REGION 8 CONTI).

2- Leave Nets Unattended

3- Take Or Poss. Undersize Commercial Finfish

1- P0ssess Crabs In Berry Stage

2- Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings

2- Destroy Legal Crab Traps Or Removing Contents 

1-Fail To M ark Crab Containers

3- Failure To Mark/Tag Nets

1- Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum Commercial

5-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs 

14-TrawIing In Closed Season

3- Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized Double Rigs

2- Butterflying In Closed Season 

7-Use Skimmers In Closed Season

4- Failure To Have Written Permission

5- Unlawfully Take Oysters Off A Private Lease

5- Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License

2-Illegal Poss. Of Alligators, Eggs Or Their Skins

2-Criminal Trespass

6- Littering

1- Refuse/Misrepresent Booking Info

2- Violation Of Sanitary Code-Chapter 9 

CONFISCATIONS:

5 trawls, 6 crab traps, 3,450 feet of gill net, 2 wing nets, 1 fish seine, 8 skimmer nets 

1 outboard motor, 802 whole fish, 61 fish fillets, 158 sacks of oysters, 65 boxes of crabs, 2 alligators, 1,438 

pounds of shrimp sold for $2,569.30, and 163 pounds of fish $25.50.



GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8
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REGION 8 CONTT).

71-Boating 

140-Sport Fishing 

37-Commercial Fishing 

26-Trawling

14-Oyster 

10-Misc.

2-Alligator 

REGION 9

TOTAL CASES-220 ENFORCEMENT-206

OTHER -1 4

31-Boating

50-Angling W/O A License

4-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

16-Angling W/O Saltwater Lie.

16-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum

6-Take O r Poss. Undersized Black Drum 

20-Take O r Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

6- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. Lie.

1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

7- Take O r Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

7-Take O r Poss. Undersize Commercial Finfish 

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel 

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear

9-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs
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REGION 9 CONTD.

21-Possess Undersize Crabs

3-Failure To Have Written Permission

1-Fail To Have Typed Instruction Aboard Vessel

1- Failure To Fill Out Oyster Tags Correctly

5-Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvest License

2- Fail To Cull Oysters In Proper Location

2- DWI

1-Littering

1- Reckless Operation Of Vehicle

3- violation Of Sanitation Code

2- Other

CONFISCATIONS:

49 red drum, 11 black drum, 148 crates of crabs, 95 sea trout, 19 sacks of oysters, 4 crab traps. 

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9 

31-Boating 

165-Fishing 

12-Oyster 

2-WMA

10-Misc.



page (12)

S.W.E.P.
iJvlxlKG TIME-245

BOATS CHKTKFn-192

TOTAL CASES-54

12-TrawIing In Closed Season

1- Using Skimmers In Closed Season

4-Angling W/O A License

2- Operating An Unregistered Motorboat 

1-P.F.D. Requirement

3- No Commercial Gear License 

1-Hlegal Use Of Monofilament Net

8-Take Oysters Off Lease Without Written Permission

4- No Oyster Harvester License

3-No Commercial Fishing License

7-Trawling Inside Waters With Oversize Double Rig (Over 25 Feet)

1-Public Intimidation

1- No Commercial Vessel License

2- Allow Another To Use Commercial License

2-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel 

2-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear 

CONFISCATIONS:

4,492 lbs. of shrimp sold for $7,668.80,23 trawls, 2 skimmer nets, 12 gill nets approximately 16,000Jeet, 14

sacks of oysters.

SPECIAL NOTE: 12 HOURS SEARCH AND RESCUE OF BOAT ON FT. COMFORT ISLAND,



OYSTER STRIKE FORCE 

TOTAL CASES-107

15-Violation Of Sanitation Code (No Tarp)

1-Fail To Cull In Proper Location 

1-File False Application

9-Take Oysters W/o Written Permission

8-Take Oysters From Private Lease (Theft)

15-Fail To Have Oyster Harvester License

5-Fail To Have Commercial Fishing License

3-Fail To Have Vessel License 

1-Possess Undersize Black Drum 

1-Possess Undersize Speckled Trout 

1-Possess Undersize Mackerel

1- Possess Speckled Trout During Commercial Closure

2- Fail To Fill Out Oyster Tags Properly

1-Fail To Have Wholesale/Retail Dealers License 

30-Possess Undersize Crabs

1- Possess Crabs In The Berry Stage

2- Trawling In Closed Season

l-Allow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use Vessel 

1-Allow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use Gear 

1-Lacy Act

1-Expired Boat Registration 

/ "  l-Reckless Operation Of Motorboat
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OYSTER STRIKE FORCE CONT’D. 

1-Obstruction Of Justice 

1-Resisting Arrest 

1-P.F.D.

1-Angling W/O A License 

CONFISCATIONS:

Page (14)

2500 lbs. of crabs, 214 sacks of oysters, 5 boats, 1-16 foot trawl, 11 speckled trout, 2 Spanish mackerel.



SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE 

TOTAL CASES-96
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5-Boating

10-Angling W/O A License

1-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

4-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum

9-Take Or Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

3- Take Or Poss. Undersized Black Bass 

1-Fail To Have Commercial Lie. In Poss.

1-Take Or Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

4- Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s Lie.

1-Fail To Have Maintain Records

1-Transport W/O Required Lie.

l-Megal Shipping Of Commercial Fish Shipping Regs, Tags & Identification 

1-Poss. Of Red Drum And Spotted Sea Trout 

1-Leave Nets Unattended

1- Blocking Passage Of Fish

2- Possess Crabs In Berry Stage

2- Possess O r Sell Undersized Crabs

16-Possess Undersize Crabs

4-Trawling In Closed Season

4-Failure To Have Written Permission

3- Unlawfully Take Oysters Off Of A Private Lease 

1-Failure To Fill Out Oyster Tags Correctly 

1-P0ssess Of Untagged Oysters



STATE STRIKE FORCE CONTT).
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10-Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License

2-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

2-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season 

2-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road

1-Theft Of Livestock 

1-Littering 

CONFISCATIONS:

1500 lbs. of undersize crabs, 1604 lbs. of shrimp sold for $2,967.40,2 Spanish mackerel, 25 spotted sea trout, 

24 sacks of oysters, 2 red drum, 4 squid, 2 shrimp trawls, 15 gill nets, 1 flounder gig, 2 rifles.
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TOTAL CASKS ENFORCEMENT - 173*

TOTAL CASKS OTHER DIVISIONS- 62

TOTAL CASKS S.W.E.P. 54

TOTAL CASES OSFORCE 107

TOTAL CASES SSFORCE 96

GRAND TOTAL 2059



E N F O R C E M E N T  C A S E  R E P O R T

AUGUST 1992



ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT-AUGUST 1992

TOTAL CASES-56 ENFORCEM ENT-#

OTHER - 0

23-Boating

22- Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

3-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

3-Hunt Or Take Deer O r Bear Closed Season

3-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road

2-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries 

CONFISCATIONS:

2 rifles.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION I

23- Boating 

22-Fishing

9-Hunting 

2-Misc.

REGION 2

TOTAL CASES-62 ENFORCEMENT-62

Q t m k k  -  0

15-Boating

5-Angling W/O A License 

28-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

1-Take Game Fish Illegally

1-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. Lie.

1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

REGION 1

1-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season
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REGION 2 CONTD.

1-Taking Or Possessing Alligators Closed Season

1-Elegal Poss. Of Alligators, Eggs Or Their Skins

1-Littering

6-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

1-Driving Without Operators License 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 alligator skin, 1-14 foot aluminum boat, 1-40 h.p. motor, 300 yards 2" gill net, 47 bream, 42 crappie, 8 

bass, 300 lbs. fish.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 2 

15-Boating 

39-Fishing 

8-Misc.

REGION 3

TOTAL CASES-101 ENFORCEMENT 99

OTHER - 2

24-Boating

43-Angling W/O A License

7-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

1- Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear Lie.

2- Take Game Fish Illegally

4-Taking/Poss. Over Limit Or Undersized Freshwater Gamefish 

1-Take O r Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. Lie.

1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

1-Dlegal Poss. Of Red Drum & Spotted Sea Trout

1-Allow Another To Use Commercial License



REGION 3 CONTI).

1- Possess Squirrels Closed Season

2- Take/Possess Spotted Fawn

2- Not Abiding By Rules & Regulations On WMA

3- Criminal Trespass On State Property

5-Littering

1- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries 

CONFISCATIONS:

2 deer, 2 squirrels, 4 bass.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3

25-Boating 

61-Fishing 

16-Other 

REGION 4

TOTAL CASES-63 ENFORCEMENT-63

OTHER - 0

20-Boating

25-Angling W/O A License 

9-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

2- Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer's Lie.

1-Transport W/O Required Lie.

1-Hunt Squirrel Closed Season

1-Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

1-Resisting An Officer

1-Operate ATV Vehicle On Public Road

1-Take Or Possess Of Paddlefish Or Spoonbill Catfish
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REGION 4 CO VrD .

CONFISCATIONS:

12 spoonbill catfish, 4 squirrels.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY 

20-Boating

1- Hunting 

38-Fishing

3- WMA 

REGIONS

T nrrAI CASSCSJm  ENFORCEMENT-212

OTHER -1 0

87-Boating

68-Angling W/O A License

2- Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear Lie.

4- Angling W/O Saltwater Lie.

4-Take Game Fish Illegally

1-Possess O/L Of Red Drum

6-Take O r Poss. Undersized Red Drum 

1-Take Or Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

10-Take Or Poss. Undersized Black Drum 

1-Take Or Poss. O/L Black Drum

1- Not Abiding By Commission Rules Finfish

3- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. Lie.

2- Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

3- Take Or Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

4- Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer's Lie.



page (5)

REGION 5  CONTD.

1-Fail To Maintain Records

1- Fail To Have Commercial Lie. In Poss.

2- Illegal Shipping Of Commercial Fish Shipping Regs., Tags & Identification 

1-Taking Fish Illegally

1-Hlegal Poss. Of Red Drum & Spotted Sea Trout 

1-Take O r Poss. Undersize Commercial Finfish

1- Possess Crabs In Berry Stage

2- Allow Another To Use Commercial License

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel

1- Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear

2- Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum

2- Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs 

1-TrawIing In Closed Season

3- Take Or Possess Undersize White Shrimp

1- Use Oversize Butterfly Net O r Skimmers

2- Hunting W/O Resident Lie.

CONFISCATIONS:

9 spotted sea trout, 31 black drum, 19 red drum, 19 red snapper, 1,639 lbs. of shrimp sold for $2100.00, 2 

commercial fisherman's licenses, 1 cobia, 1 cormorant.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5

87-Boating

133-Fishing

2-Hunting
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REGION 6

TOTAL CASES-203 ENFORCEMENT-203

OTHER - 0

104-Boating

61-Angling W/O A License 

12-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

7-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum

1- Fail To Have Commercial Lie. In Poss.

2- Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

1-Take Or Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

1-Trawl In Restricted Area

1-Take Or Possess Undersize White Shrimp

1- Failure To Have Written Permission

3- UnlawfulIy Take Oysters Off A Private Lease

2- Hunting Doves Closed Season 

1-Resisting An Officer

1-Operating Vehicle While Intoxicated 

1-Littering

1- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

2- Hunt/Trap On DMAP Lands W/O Permit From Owner/Lease 

CONFISCATIONS:

7 black bass, 66 sacks of oysters, 1 red drum, 9 lbs. of shrimp sold for $14.40 and 30 lbs. of shrimp given 

to charity, 1 dove.
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REGION 6 CONTD.

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6 

104-Boating

4-Hunting 

91-Fishing

4-Misc.

REGION 7

TOTAL CASES-316 ENFORCEMENT-316

OTHER - 0

100-Boating

114-Angling W/O A License 

28-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

1- Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear Lie.

24-Angling W/O Saltwater Lie.

6-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum

3- Take Or Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

2- Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer's Lie.

1-Transport W/O Required Lie.

1- Possess Crabs In Berry Stage 

20-Possess O r Sell Undersized Crabs

2- Failure To Fill Out Oyster Tags Correctly 

1-Littering

4- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

8-Driving While Intoxicated

1-Criminal Mischief
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REGION 7 CONTT).

CONFISCATIONS: NONE

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7 

100-Boating 

202-Fishing 

14-Other 

REGION 8

TOTAL CASES-300 ENFORCEMENT 264

OTHER -3 6

71-Boating

89-Angling W/O A License

2-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

11-Angling W/O Saltwater Lie.

2-Taking/Poss. Over Limit Or Undersized Freshwater Gamefish

4-Fail To Have Fish Intact

4-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum 

23-Take Or Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

1- Take Or Poss. Undersized Black Drum

4- Poss. O/L Spotted Sea Trout

2- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. Lie.

5- Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

5-Take O r Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

2-Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer's Lie.

1-Fail To Maintain Records

1-Take Commercial Fish W/Non-Approved Devices

l-Hlegal Use Of Monofilament
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REGION 8 CONTD.

2- Leave Nets Unattended

3- Take O r Poss. Undersize Commercial Finfish

1- Possess Crabs In Berry Stage

2- Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings

2- Destroy Legal Crab Traps Or Removing Contents 

1-Fail To Mark Crab Containers

3- Failure To Mark/Tag Nets

1- Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum Commercial

5-Possess O r Sell Undersized Crabs 

14-Trawling In Closed Season

3- Trawling Inside Waters W/Oversized Double Rigs

2- Butterflying In Closed Season

7-Use Skimmers In Closed Season

4- Failure To Have Written Permission

5- Unlawfuliy Take Oysters Off A Private Lease

5- Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License 

2-Illegal Poss. Of Alligators, Eggs Or Their Skins 

2-Criminal Trespass

6- Littering

1- Refuse/Misrepresent Booking Info

2- Violation Of Sanitary Code-Chapter 9 

CONFISCATIONS:

5 trawls, 6 crab traps, 3,450 feet of gill net, 2 wing nets, 1 fish seine, 8 skimmer nets 

1 outboard motor, 802 whole fish, 61 fish fillets, 158 sacks of oysters, 65 boxes of crabs, 2 alligators, 1,438 

pounds of shrimp sold for $2,569.30, and 163 pounds of fish $25.50.
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REGION 8 CONTH).

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8 

71-Boating 

140-Sport Fishing 

37-Commercial Fishing 

26-Trawling

14-Oyster 

10-Misc.

2-Alligator 

REGION 9

TOTAL CASES-220 ENFORCEMENT 206

O m E K  -14

31-Boating

50-Angling W/O A License

4-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

16-Angling W/O Saltwater Lie.

16-Take Or Poss. Undersized Red Drum

6-Take Or Poss. Undersized Black Drum 

20-Take Or Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

6- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. Lie.

1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear Lie.

7- Take Or Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

7-Take Or Poss. Undersize Commercial Finfish 

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel 

1-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear

9-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs
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REGION 9  CONTO.

21-Possess Undersize Crabs

3-Failure To Have Written Permission 

1-Fail To Have Typed Instruction Aboard Vessel

1- Failure To Fill Out Oyster Tags Correctly

5-Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvest License

2- Fail To Cull Oysters In Proper Location

2- DWI 

1-Littering

1- Reckless Operation Of Vehicle

3- violation Of Sanitation Code

2- Other

CONFISCATIONS:

49 red drum, 11 black drum, 148 crates of crabs, 95 sea trout, 19 sacks of oysters, 4 crab traps. 

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9 

31-Boating 

165-Fishing

12-Oyster 

2-WMA

10-Misc.



&W ,E.g,

RUNNING TIME-245 

BOATS CHECKED-! 92
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TOTAL CASES-54

12-Trawling In Closed Season

1- Using Skimmers In Closed Season

4-Angling W/O A License

2- Opera ting An Unregistered Motorboat 

1-P.F.D. Requirement

3- No Commercial Gear License 

1-Illegal Use Of Monofilament Net

8-Take Oysters Off Lease Without Written Permission

4- No Oyster Harvester License

3-No Commercial Fishing License

7-Trawling Inside Waters With Oversize Double Rig (Over 25 Feet)

1-Public Intimidation

1- No Commercial Vessel License

2- Allow Another To Use Commercial License

2-Permit Unlicensed Person To Operate Commercial Vessel 

2-Permit Unlicensed Person To Use Commercial Gear 

CONFISCATIONS:

4,492 lbs. of shrimp sold for $7,668.80, 23 trawls, 2 skimmer nets, 12 gill nets approximately 16,000 feet, 14 

sacks of oysters.

SPECIAL NOTE: 12 HOURS SEARCH AND RESCUE OF BOAT ON FT. COMFORT ISLAND.



*1



OYSTER STRIKE FORCE 

TOTAL CASES-107
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15-Violation Of Sanitation Code (No Tarp)

1-Fail To Cull In Proper Location 

1-File False Application

9-Take Oysters W/o Written Permission

8-Take Oysters From Private Lease (Theft)

15-Fail To Have Oyster Harvester License

5-Fail To Have Commercial Fishing License

3-Fail To Have Vessel License 

1-Possess Undersize Black Drum 

1-Possess Undersize Speckled Trout 

1-Possess Undersize Mackerel

1- Possess Speckled Trout During Commercial Closure

2- Fail To Fill Out Oyster Tags Properly

1-Fail To Have Wholesale/Retail Dealers License 

30-Possess Undersize Crabs

1- Possess Crabs In The Berry Stage

2- Trawling In Closed Season

1-Aliow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use Vessel 

1-Allow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use Gear 

1-Lacy Act

1-Expired Boat Registration 

1-Reckless Operation Of Motorboat 

1-Littering



OYSTER STRIKE FORCE CONT’Dr 

1-Obstruction Of Justice 

1-Resisting Arrest 

1-P.F.D.

1-Angling W/O A License 

CONFISCATIONS:
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2500 lbs. of crabs, 214 sacks of oysters, 5 boats, 1-16 foot trawl, 11 speckled trout, 2 Spanish mackerel.



SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE 

TOTAL CASES-96

5-Boating

10-Angling W/O A License 

1-Fish W/O Resident Pole Lie.

4-Take Or Foss. Undersized Red Drum

9-Take O r Poss. Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

3- Take O r Poss. Undersized Black Bass 

1-Fail To Have Commercial Lie. In Poss.

1-Take O r Poss. Commercial Fish W/O Vessel Lie.

4- Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer’s Lie.

1-Fail To Have Maintain Records

1-Transport W/O Required Lie.

1-Illegal Shipping Of Commercial Fish Shipping Regs, Tags & Identification 

1-Poss. Of Red Drum And Spotted Sea Trout 

1-Leave Nets Unattended

1- Blocking Passage Of Fish

2- Possess Crabs In Berry Stage

2- Possess O r Sell Undersized Crabs

16-Possess Undersize Crabs

4-Trawling In Closed Season

4-Failure To Have Written Permission

3- Unlawfully Take Oysters Off Of A Private Lease 

1-Failure To Fill Out Oyster Tags Correctly 

1-Possess Of Untagged Oysters
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STATE STRIKE FORCE CONT’P .

Page (16)

10-Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License 

2-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft 

2-Hunt O r Take Deer O r Bear Closed Season 

2-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road 

1-Theft Of Livestock 

1-Littering 

CONFISCATIONS:

1500 lbs. of undersize crabs, 1604 lbs. of shrimp sold for $2,967.40,2 Spanish mackerel, 25 spotted sea trout, 

24 sacks of oysters, 2 red drum, 4 squid, 2 shrimp trawls, 15 gill nets, 1 flounder gig, 2 rifles.
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TOTAL CASES ENFORCEMENT - 1738

TOTAL CASES OTHER DIVISIONS-

TOTAL CASES S.W.E.P. 54

TOTAL CASES OSFORCE 107

TOTAL CASES SSFORCE 96

GRAND TOTAL 2059
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Resolution to Suspend TED Regulation
Adopted by

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
September 3, 1992

WHEREAS the U. S. Department of Commerce, National Marine 
Fisheries Service has adopted regulations pursuant to the 
Endangered Species Act for the protection of Sea Turtles, and

WHEREAS these regulations require shrimpers fishing with otter 
trawls in the Gulf of Mexico south of Louisiana to equip each trawl 
in use with a Turtle Excluder Device (TED), and

WHEREAS it has been demonstrated that when debris, i.e. grass 
and sticks, are encountered on the waterbottom these TEDs cannot be 
made to function properly, greatly increasing the shrimp loss to 
fishermen, and

WHEREAS Hurricane Andrew, which hit the Louisiana Coast on 
August 25 and 26, placed tremendous amounts of debris on the 
waterbottom off the Louisiana coast, and

WHEREAS it is anticipated it will take a minimum of one 
hundred eighty (180) days or longer before this debris dissipates 
through natural processes, and

WHEREAS this debris will cause shrimpers additional losses of 
catch and revenue during a time when production has been below 
average, further exasperating the financial condition of the shrimp 
industry,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission does hereby urge and request the U. S. 
Department of Commerce to suspend for a minimum of one hundred 
eighty (180) days the requirement that shrimpers using otter trawls 
to fish for shrimp use TEDS, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution be transmitted to
the Honorable Edwin Edwards, Governor of the State of Louisiana,
the Honorable George Bush, President of the United States, the
Honorable Bill Clinton, Governor of the State of Arkansas and the
Louisiana Congressional Delegation.
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WHEREAS the U. S. Department of Commerce, National Marine 
Fisheries Service has adopted regulations pursuant to the 
Endangered Species Act for the protection of Sea Turtles, and

WHEREAS these regulations require shrimpers fishing with otter 
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Resolution to Suspend TED Regulation
Adopted by

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
September 3 , 1992

WHEREAS the U. S . Department of Commerce, National Marine 
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 ̂ Resolution to Suspend TED Regulation
Adopted by

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
September 3, 1992

WHEREAS the U. S. Department of Commerce, National Marine 
Fisheries Service has adopted regulations pursuant to the 
Endangered Species Act for the protection of Sea Turtles, and

WHEREAS these regulations require shrimpers fishing with otter 
trawls in the Gulf of Mexico south of Louisiana to equip each trawl 
in use with a Turtle Excluder Device (TED), and
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eighty (180) days the requirement that shrimpers using otter trawls 
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the Honorable Edwin Edwards, Governor of the State of Louisiana, 
the Honorable George Bush, President of the United States, the 
Honorable Bill Clinton, Governor of the State of Arkansas and the



Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable George Bush 
President of the United States 
The White House *
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, North West 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Bush:

Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

JLH:sch

Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L  Herring
Secretary

D epartm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor, State of Louisiana 
P. 0. Box 94004, State Capitol 
Baton Rouge, IA 70804-9004

Dear Governor Edwards:
Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

JLH:sch

Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer





Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable Bill Clinton 
Governor, State of Arkansas 
State Capitol 1
Little Rock, AR 72201

Dear Governor Clinton:

Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

JLH:sch

Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer





Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable J. Bennett Johnston
U.S. Senator
United States Senate*
Washington, DC 20510-1802

Dear Senator Johnston:

Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

JLH:sch

Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable John B. Breaux 
U.S. Senator
516 Hart Senate Offifce Building 
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Breaux:

Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

JLH:sch
Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable Robert L. Livingston 
U.S. Representative 
2368 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Livingston:

Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Secretary

JLH:sch

Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L  Herring
Secretary

D epartm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable William J. Jefferson 
U .S . Representative 
506 Cannon House Offd.ce Building 
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Jefferson:

Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Secretary

JLH:sch

Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L  Herring
Secretary

D epartm ent of W ildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable W. J. Tauzin 
U.S. Representative 
Cannon House Office building 
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Tauzin:

Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Secretary

JLH:sch

Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable Jim McCrery
U.S. Representative
429 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman McCrery:

Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Jpfe L, Herring 
Secretary

JLH:sch
Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable Jerry Huckaby
U.S. Representative
2182 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Huckaby:
Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

JLH:sch
Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable Richard H. Baker 
U.S. Representative 
404 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Baker:

Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Secretary

JLH:sch

Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable James A. Hayes
U.S. Representative
503 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Hayes:

Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

uoe L. Herring 
Secretary

JLH:sch

Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

September 4, 1992

Honorable Clyde C. Holloway 
U.S. Representative ,
1206 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington DC 20515

Dear Congressman Holloway:

Attached please find a Resolution adopted by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission at its September 3, 1992 meeting 
regarding TEDs.

Thank you.

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

JLH:sch
Attachment

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Summary

At 10:00 a.m. on August 24th." the following people met to 
discuss the Adopt-A-Pothole'program:

Bill Ford, Don Dubuc, Frank Rohwer, Robert Helm, Chuck 
Smith, and Jeff Schneider.

After approximately two hours of very frank and open discussion 
no specific recommendations were agreed upon; however, some, 
of the points discussed follow:

1. Everyone agreed that any effort that enhances habitat 
and increases duck production is worthwhile and deserves help.

2. Further discussion and consideration should be given 
to find alternative means to help finance the Adopt-A-Pothole 
program through additional, "new" monies, if possible.

3. To make a decision at. this time is premature because 
no hard evidence has been presented as to the effectiveness 
of either the "Prairie Care" program or the Adopt-A-Pothole 
program. Both sides are to submit evaluations in the future.

4. The Wildlife Federation intends to go on record favoring 
a 10% contribution out of the monies collected and dedicated
to Ducks Unlimited.

5. Ducks Unlimited does not want this to happen because 
it might set a precedent for the. future.

6. For various reasons already explained to the Commission, 
the La. Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries does not, at this time, wish 
to be formally linked with the Adopt-A-Pothole program.

7. There was a general fear of trying to fix something 
that isn't broken as far as legislation goes. This option 
should be carefully explored.

8. It was generally accepted that predator control should 
be more openly advocated and practiced.

9. It was genefally agreed that more effort should be
used to "sell" the Adopt-A-Pothole program to the private sector..

It was generally agreed that this was a worthwile effort for 
everyone to air their views and I personally appreciate everyone 
taking their valuable time to sit down and discuss these issues.

uonn r . "uerr •• acnnciaer 
LWLF Commission
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LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
BATON ROUGE, LA 

September 3, 1992 
10:00 AM

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of August 6, 1992 

Election of Vice-Chairman

Emergency Declaration - 1992-93 Waterfowl Hunting Seasons 
- Robert Helm

Private Lands - Louisiana Waterfowl Project - Jimmy 
Emfinger

Ducks Unlimited, Inc. Payment - Hugh Bateman 

Setting of the Fur Harvest Season - Johnnie Tarver

Alligator Season anti.fireg&yig 1- James Manning

Report on Shrimp Bait Dealers - Brandt Savoie - <*o

Reports on Shrimp Task Force and Shrimp Plan - Corky i ^
. \*? L W f C '

Coastal Wetlands Activities & Programs 
Gorky Ferret -g-WrUfo ?

Reconsideration of Spotted Sea'trout 
ialjevich/Jim Bourge

< Programs « Jimmy Jenkins/ v,
i— X f  q'd'.mtwQ , w
atrout Management - Tee John yfi

$

pdate on Civil Restitutions - Wynnette Kees
Monthly Law Enforcement Report/August - winton Vidrine 

Aircraft Policy - Jimmv_jenkins

Secretary's Report to the Commission - Joe Herring

Set December Meeting Date 

Public Comments

, r ? &  4* C o d j t t t  /  '
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Summary

At 10:00 a .m. on August 24th." the following people met to 
discuss the Adopt-A-Pothole-' program:

Bill Forex,"'"Don Dubuc, Frank Rohver, Robert Helm, 
Smith, and Jeff Schneider.

Chuck

After approximately two hours of very frank and open discussion 
no specific recommendations were agreed upon? however, some. 
of the points discussed follow;

1. Everyone agreed that any effort that enhances habitat 
and increases duck production is worthwhile and deserves help.

2. Further discussion and consideration should be given 
to find alternative means to help finance the Adopt-A-Pothole 
program through additional, "new" monies, if possible.

3. To make a decision at- this time is premature because 
no hard evidence has been presented as to the effectiveness 
of either the "Prairie Care" program or the Adopt-A-Pothole 
program." Both sides are to submit evaluations in the future.

4. The Wildlife Federation intends to go on record favoring 
a 10% contribution out of the monies collected and dedicated'
to Ducks Unlimited.

5. Ducks Unlimited does not want this to happen because 
it might set a precedent for the. future.

6. For various reasons .already explained to the Commission, 
the La. Dept, of Wildlife & Fisheries does not, at this time, wish 
to be formally linked with the Adopt-A-Pothole program.

7. There was a general fear of trying to fix something 
that isn't broken as far as legislation goes. This option 
should be carefully explored.

8. It was generally accepted that predator control should 
be more openly advocated and practiced.

9. It was gene tally agreed that more effort should be 
used to "sell" the Adopt-A-Pothole program to the private sector.

It was generally agreed that this was a worthwile effort for 
everyone to air their views and I personally appreciate everyone 
taking their valuable time to sit down and discuss these issues.

John F."Jeff" Schneider 
LWLF Commission

J L o t v f i



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

August 6, 1992

In accordance with the emergency provision of R.S. 49:953(B) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of 
R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopt 
the following Emergency Rule.

The hunting seasons for ducks, coots and geese during the 
1992-93 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS
DUCKS AND COOTS:

jWest Zone: (30 days) Nov. 21 - Dec. 5 and Dec. 26 - Jan. 9
East Zone: (30 days) Nov. 21 - Nov. 27 and Dec. 26 - Jan. 17
Catahoula Lake Zone: (30 days) Nov. 21 - Dec. 20

Daily Bag Limits (CLOSED SEASON ON CANVASBACKS)
The daily bag limit on ducks is 3 and may include no more 
than 2 mallards (no more than 1 of which may be a 
female), 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail and 1
redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 
of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are 
in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit: The possession limit on ducks, coots and 
mergansers is twice the daily bag limit.

GEESE:
STATEWIDE SEASON

Nov. 21 - Dec. 12, Dec. 19 - Feb. 4, and Feb. 5 - Feb. 14. 
Daily bag limit is 7 in the aggregate of blue, snow and white- 
fronted geese of which not more than 2 may be white-fronted 
(specklebellies) . During the last 10 days (Feb. 5 - Feb. 14), 
only blue and snow geese may be taken. During the
EXPERIMENTAL Canada Goose Season (Jan. 20-28), the daily bag 
limit for Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not 
more than 1 can be a Canada goose. Possession limit is twice 
the daily bag limit.





Experimental Canada Goose Season - Jan. 20-28.
An Experimental Canada Goose Season will be open in a 
portion of southwest Louisiana. The area shall be 
described as follows:

Easterly from the Texas line along Hwy. 12 to 
Ragley; then easterly along U.S. 190 from Ragley to 
its junction with 1-49 near Opelousas? then south 
along 1-49 to its junction with Hwy. 167 near 
Lafayette; then south along Hwy. 167 from Lafayette 
to its junction with Hwy. 82 at Abbeville; then 
south and west along Hwy. 82 to the Intracoastal 
Waterway at Forked Island? then westerly along the 
Intracoastal Waterway from Forked Island to the 
junction of the Intracoastal Waterway and the 
Calcasieu Ship Channel? then south along the west 
side of the Calcasieu Ship Channel to Hwy. 82 at 
Cameron; then westerly along Hwy. 82 to the Texas 
line. All lands lying within these boundaries 
shall * be open for the experimental Canada goose 
season except all open waters of Lake Arthur and 
the Mermentau River from the Hwy. 14 bridge 
southward.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the 
Experimental Canada Goose Season. A permit is required 
of everyone, regardless of age, and a non-refundable 
$5.00 administrative fee will be charged. This permit 
may be obtained from the Lake Charles, Opelousas, or 
Baton Rouge Offices.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is 
mandatory. Failure to submit this information to the 
Department by February 15, 1993 will result in the hunter 
not being allowed to participate in the Experimental 
Canada Goose Season the following year.

Shooting Hours: One half hour before sunrise to sunset.

James H. ”Jimmy” Jenkins, Jr. 
Chairman



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
Joe L. Herring 

Secretary

REVISED WILDLIFE COMMISSION AGENDA

CONTACT 
(504) 765-2923

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission had set the 
date and agenda for its next regular meeting. Today, they added 
item #8 on allligator season and tagging. The commission will 
hold the public meeting at 10:00 a .m ., Thursday, September 3, 
1992 in the Louisian^ Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge.
1. Roll call
2. Approval of August 6, 1992 minutes.
3. Election of vice-chairman.
4. Emergency Declaration —  1992/93 waterfowl hunting seasons.
5. Private lands/Louisiana waterfowl project.
6. Ducks Unlimited payment.
7. Setting the fur harvest season.
8 .  ALLIGATOR SEASON AND TAGGING

9. Report on shrimp bait dealers.
10. Reports on Shrimp Task Force and the Shrimp Plan.
11. Coastal wetlands activities and programs.
12. Reconsideration of spotted seatrout management.
13. Update on civil restitutions.
14. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/August.
15. Aircraft policy.
16. Secretary's Report to the Commission.
17. Set December meeting date.
18. Public comments.

——3 0 ——



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
Joe L. Herring 

Secretary

92-146 8/28/92
WILDLIFE COMMISSION MEETS

CONTACT 
(504) 765-2923

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has set the 
date and agenda for its next regular meeting. The commission will 
hold the public meeting at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, September 3,
1992 in the Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries 
Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge.
1. Roll call
2. Approval of August 6, 1992 minutes.
3. Election of vice-chairman.
4. Emergency Declaration —  1992/93 waterfowl hunting seasons.
5. Private lands/Louisiana waterfowl project.
6. Ducks Unlimited payment.
7. Setting the fur harvest season.
8. Report on shrimp bait dealers.
9. Reports on Shrimp Task Force and the Shrimp Plan.
10. Coastal wetlands activities and programs.
11. Reconsideration of spotted seatrout management.
12. Update on civil restitutions.
13. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/August.
14. Aircraft policy.
15. Secretary's Report to the Commission.
16. Set December meeting date.
17. Public comments.

——3 0 ——



August 27, 1992 

NEWS RELEASE

Approved_

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, September 3. 1992. in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of August 6, 1992 Minutes

3. Election of Vice-Chairman

4. Emergency Declaration - 1992-93 Waterfowl Hunting Seasons

5. Private Lands - Louisiana Waterfowl Project

6. Ducks Unlimited Payment

7. Setting of the Fur Harvest Season

8. Report on Shrimp Bait Dealers

9. Reports on Shrimp Task Force and Shrimp Plan

10. Coastal Wetlands Activities & Programs

11. Reconsideration of Spotted Seatrout Management

12. Update on Civil Restitutions

13. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/August

14. Aircraft Policy
15. Secretary's Report to the Commission

16. Set December Meeting Date

17. Public Comments
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Joe L Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

August 24, 1992

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secretar

RE: September Board Meeting Agenda

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10s00 A.M. on Thursday, September 3, 1992, in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following will be on the agenda:

1. Approval of Minutes of August 6, 1992

2. Election of Vice-Chairman 

LEE CAUBARREAUX

3. Declaration of Emergency - 1992-93 Waterfowl Hunting
Seasons

4. Private Lands - Louisiana Waterfowl Project

5. Louisiana Wild Stamp Program-Emergency Declaration

6. Ducks Unlimited, Inc. Payment

7. Setting of the Fur Harvest Season 

CORKY PERRET

8. Report on Shrimp Bait Dealers

9. Reports on Shrimp Task Force and Shrimp Plan

10. Coastal Wetlands Activities & Programs

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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August 24, 1992

TEE JOHN MIALJEVICH

11. Reconsideration of Spotted Seatrout Management 

FRED PREJEAN

12. Update on Civil Restitutions 

WINTON VIDRINE

13. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/August 

JIMMY JENKINS

14. Aircraft Policy 

JOE L. HERRING

15. Secretary's Report to the Commission

16. Set December Meeting Date 

PUBLIC COMMENTS

JLH:sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Fred Prejean 
Lee Caubarreaux 
Corky Perret 
Don Puckett 
John Medica 
Division Chiefs



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

August 6, 1992

In accordance with the emergency provision of R.S. 49:953(8) 
of the Administrative Procedure Act, and under the authority of 
R.S. 56:115, the Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries and the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopt 
the following Emergency Rule.

The hunting seasons for ducks, coots and geese during the 
1992-93 hunting season shall be as follows:

MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS

DUCKS AMD COOTS: (CLOSED SEASON ON CANVASBACK)

West Zone: (30 days) Nov. 21 - Dec. 5 and Dec. 26 - Jan. 9
East Zone: (30 days) Nov. 21 - Nov. 27 and Dec. 26 - Jan. 17
Catahoula Lake Zone: (30 days) Nov. 21 - Dec. 20

Daily Bag Limits
The daily bag limit on ducks is 3 and may include no more 
than 2 mallards (no more than 1 of which may be a 
female), 1 black duck, 2 wood ducks, 1 pintail and 1 
redhead. Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers - The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only 1 
of which may be a hooded merganser. Merganser limits are 
in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit: The possession limit on ducks, coots and 
mergansers is twice the daily bag limit.

GEESE:
STATEWIDE SEASON

Nov. 21 - Dec. 12, Dec. 19 - Feb. 4, and Feb. 5 - Feb. 14. 
Daily bag limit is 7 in the aggregate of blue, snow and white- 
fronted geese of which not more than 2 may be white-fronted 
(specklebellies) . During the last 10 days (Feb. 5 - Feb. 14), 
only blue and snow geese may be taken. During the 
EXPERIMENTAL Canada Goose Season (Jan. 20-28), the daily bag 
limit for Canada and white-fronted geese is 2, of which not 
more than 1 can be a Canada goose. Possession limit is twice 
the daily bag limit.



Experimental Canada Goose Season - Jan. 20-28.
An Experimental Canada Goose Season will be open in a 
portion of southwest Louisiana. The area shall be 
described as follows:

Easterly from the Texas line along Hwy. 12 to 
Ragley; then easterly along U.S. 190 from Ragley to 
its junction with 1-49 near Opelousas; then south 
along 1-49 to its junction with Hwy. 167 near 
Lafayette; then south along Hwy. 167 from Lafayette 
to its junction with Hwy. 82 at Abbeville; then 
south and west along Hwy. 82 to the Intracoastal 
Waterway at Forked Island; then westerly along the 
Intracoastal Waterway from Forked Island to the 
junction of the Intracoastal Waterway and the 
Calcasieu Ship Channel; then south along the west 
side of the Calcasieu Ship Channel to Hwy. 82 at 
Cameron; then westerly along Hwy. 82 to the Texas 
line.i All lands lying within these boundaries 
shall’ be open for the experimental Canada goose 
season except all open waters of Lake Arthur and 
the Mermentau River from the Hwy. 14 bridge 
southward.

A special permit shall be required to participate in the 
Experimental Canada Goose Season. A permit is required 
of everyone, regardless of age, and a non-refundable 
$5.00 administrative fee will be charged. This permit 
may be obtained from the Lake Charles, Opelousas, Baton 
Rouge Offices.

Return of harvest information requested on permit is 
mandatory. Failure to submit this information to the 
Department by February 15, 1993 will result in the hunter 
not being allowed to participate in the Experimental 
Canada Goose Season the following year.

Shooting Hours: One half hour before sunrise to sunset.

James H. "Jimmy" Jenkins, Jr. 
Chairman



Joe L Hening
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

August 6, 1992

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - September 3, 1992

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Monday. August 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 3rd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on September 
3rd. If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to bA nlaned nn the anenda. Thank vou for vour 
cooperation!

Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

FROM: Joe L. Herring,

JLH/sch

C: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman *—

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L Herring
Secretary

£kaU °f-£»4itat2ci

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

August 6, 1992

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secreta

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - September 3, 1992

, Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Monday. August 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 3rd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on September 
3rd. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your

C: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

/ An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

August 6, 1992

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secreta

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - September 3, 1992

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Monday. August 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 3rd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on September 
3rd. If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JLH/sch

C: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L  Herring 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

August 6, 1992

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - September 3, 1992

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Monday. August 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 3rd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on September 
3rd. If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel

FROM: Joe L. Herring,

JLH/sch

C: Commissioners

Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner REC’D

IB I 2 92

An Equal Opportunity Employer

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
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Joe L Herring
Seoetary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

August 6, 1992

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secreta

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - September 3, 1992

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Monday. August 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 3rd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on September 
3rd. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!
JLH/sch

C: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine ̂  
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

An Equal Opportunity Employer

«B 1 0 92
OFFICE OFYV!! 0UFE 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY



-i ,-rvi

o r ®



Joe L. Hemng
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

August 6, 1992

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:"x
Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 

Hawkins by Monday. August 17th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, September 3rd Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on September 
3rd. If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JLH/sch

C: Commissioners
Don Puckett 
Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner

Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

Joe L. Herring, Secreta

Commission Meeting Agenda - September 3, 1992

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Joe L  Herring 
Department Secretary

W ildlife and Fisheries Commission 
James H. Jenkins, Jr. - Chairman 

P.O. Box 15279 
Baton Rouge, LA 70895 

(504)927-1760

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

August 21, 1992

Joe Herring, Secretary
Louisiana Dept, of Wildlife and Fisheries 
P.O. Box 98000 '
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

Re: Agenda

Dear Joe;

Please put the following items on the September agenda.

1. ) Update - Shrimp plan

2. ) Update - All fish management plans (furnish written schedule)

3. ) Aircraft policy (I will meet on this when you want to)

Try to get any materials which we need to read in order to consider commission 
action to the commissioners at least three (3) days prior to the meeting.

Very truly yours

J.H. Jenkins, Jr. 
Chairman

JHJJR:mek RECEIVED
m2 S 92 E  2 5 r..

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

L A " ." ,. n Li r H & FISHERIES'  
OrTilz Or Tr,: Sr CF.-TAF

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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